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Garden songsters, our goldfinches.  Read more on page 26.

EDITOR: Judie Welsh: editortemetriangle@gmail.com
WEBSITE/CLIFTON NEWS:  Jerry Johns: 01886 812 304 crown.house@

polperropress.co.uk
ADVERTISING/SPONSORSHIP:   Andrew and Anna Brazier: 01886 887 898

teme.triangle@thebraziers.co.uk
LOWER SAPEY NEWS: Marion West: 01886 853 249 marionjeanwest@googlemail.com

Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the editorial team.  
We are not responsible for goods and services advertised. Your contributions may be 
altered or edited at the discretion of the editor of the month, and the editorial team.

Our front cover picture shows: 
Rev.d John Sumner and his wife Alice, who will be retiring on 25th September.

Garden songsters, our goldfinches.  Read more on page 26.
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WELCOME to the September edition of Teme Triangle.

It’s been a lovely couple of months and our valley has looked at its best, with 
plenty of good conditions for haymaking and harvesting.  My thanks to our 
guest editors Jerry Johns and Louise Hutton for taking the reins and producing 
great magazines all through the summer, as well as keeping our website and 
facebook pages up to date. 

It’s not only the editors who have been busy, farmers have been working flat out 
and so have the fundraisers – we have a roundup of summer events and details 
of those coming up in autumn.

First, our front cover photo shows John and Alice Sumner who retire this month.   

FAREWELL TO JOHN AND ALICE

On September 25th Rev.d John Sumner will be leaving the area after eight 
years as Rector in our parishes.

John moved to Worcestershire twelve years ago from an all consuming and 
pioneering ministry in Glastonbury to a job as chaplain at Lazletts Alms Houses 
in Worcester, and four years later he agreed to take the post as part time 
minister here, moving into the Rectory in Clifton. 

John and Alice have taken a very active part in the local community and John 
put far more than the two days as week intended into his ministry.  However, 
he has now decided to retire fully and they will be moving to Box, near Bath in 
Wiltshire.

Alice said; “ We have absolutely loved our time here and it gave us both a 
new lease of life.  We shall continue to play an active and hopefully useful role 
in church life, and John has already accepted an invitation to come back to 
officiate at a wedding next year.”

There will be a farewell buffet on Sun 25th Sept at 1pm in Clifton 
Village Hall after John's last service in the morning. Everyone in the 
Benefice is welcome. 

John will not be replaced in our parishes and there are ongoing discussions 
about ways to keep the Christian ministry alive here.
On 20th September West Worcestershire Rural Team is hosting a meeting at 
the Cobb House, Wichenford to discuss possibilities All those on the church 
electoral roll are invited to attend. 7-9pm. If you cannot attend but have a 
suggestion to contribute please email davidwin56@aol.com
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SUMMER EVENTS BRING OUT THE CROWDS
Local events have been varied and colourful this summer with most of them 
enjoying good weather. Here are just a few.  Photo highlights on page 16 & 17.

TENBURY AGRICULTURAL SHOW basked in sunshine and there were plenty 
of local faces amongst the entrants and the visitors.  
Clifton Early Years’ Centre contributors included Henry Edwards, Joshua Hill, 
Georgie Gibbs and Charlie Stevens who all won prizes, whilst Tara Birch cut a 
real dash on her pony in the Fancy Dress.
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SHELSLEYS’ CONCERT SUCCESS
A sell out concert in All Saints Church, Shelsley Beauchamp by London 
capella groups Close Shaves and High Heels raised a total of £1,540 of which 
£1,020 will go to the Worcester Breast Cancer Haven, and £520 to local 
churches. Donations can be sent to Candy Connolly, The Hope, Clifton on 
Teme WR6 6HE.

NOVOTON FARM BARN DANCE 
Audience participation in a range of guises was the order of the night at Novoton 
Farm where Clem and Sue Softly won the prize for best Dukes of Hazard outfi ts 
- Sue as Daisy Duke and Clem as Uncle Jessie.  A lot of line dancing went on 
and Tim Lawson's Magic Bars made the event a fi nancial success and they 
raised £900 for St Mary’s Church. 

CLIFTON OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND in July raised £700 for St Kenelm’s 
Church. Bert and Pat Bradley's garden was voted one of the best 

WORCESTER MALE VOICE CHOIR IN AID OF NORA PARSONS’ CENTRE
The choir was fantastic as was the soloist and the event, which was a ‘full 
house,’ raised the magnifi cent sum of £835.

CLIFTON BROWNIES 
Clifton Brownies sent a 90th birthday card to the Queen; they created it 
themselves with small groups working together, bringing different drawings 
together to make the fi nal card.
 
The troupe has received a response from Buckingham Palace on behalf of Her 
Majesty.



Bespoke Handmade Curtains, Blinds, and Roller 
Blinds designed for you and your home. 
Measuring and Fitting Service Included. 
Handmade lampshades made to order  
in your choice of fabric.

SOFT FURNISHINGS
 by Tracey Birks

Tel: 01886 812583 

MINDFULNESS
& MEDITATION
Short courses introducing beginners to the

meaning and practice of mindfulness &
mediation. For more information 

Contact Nicky: localyoga@aol.com
07749 176 091 
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Tel/Fax: 01886 853 530
Mobile: 07970000881

• MOT Repairs • Tyres
• Servicing • Batteries
• Accident Repairs • Exhausts

Harpley Works
Clifton-on-Teme

One-to-One Grooming 
Experience to Customer 

Requirements.
Modern & Fully Equipped 

Salon Complete with 
Hydrobath.

City & Guilds Qualified.
Collection & Delivery 

Service Available.
Ample Parking.   

Member of: Pet Industry 
Federation / British Dog 
Groomers Association

Bank Farm, Little Witley WR6 6LR

KayNine

Grooming
07870 883 883

CORINNE FROST Dip RAM, LRAM
Experienced Professional Cellist
Associate Member of CBSO
Co Principal of ESO
Musical Director Volante Strings
Available for
• Cello lessons • Ensemble Coaching
• Recitals • Care Home Musical Therapy
• Funerals • Musical Portraits
Hanley Broadheath
01886 853099 07976 286570
www.corinnefrost.com

7www.temetriangle.net

WORCESTERSHIRE WILLS
Est. 2013

Clare Burden
MEMBER OF THE INSTITUTE OF
PROFESSIONAL WILL WRITERS

SPECIALISING IN WILL DRAFTING AND
POWERS OF ATTORNEY

APPROACHABLE AND FRIENDLY
COMPETITIVE RATES
FULLY CRB CHECKED

HOME VISITS AND EVENINGS IF REQUIRED

Practising as a successful family lawyer for 8 years until 
taking time off to have a family, Clare has now set up her 

own company providing private client services.

To arrange a friendly and confidential consultation,
Contact Clare Burden

T. 01299 879826
M. 07855 350245

E. clare@worcestershirewills.com
worcestershirewills.com

STOVES
LIMITED

01886 812452
www.is-stoves.co.ukSteps Farm

Clifiton Upon Teme
Worcester 
WR6 6EN

• Woodburning & Multifuel Stoves

• Stove Spares & Repairs

• Glass, Ropes, Bricks, Baffles, Cleaners

• Chimney Liner Kits & Flue Pipes

• Kiln Dried Logs, Kindling and Firelighters

Showroom & Online Shop
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NEW COMMUNITY MESSAGING SERVICE 
FROM 1st SEPTEMBER
The incidence of crime in our area has gone up significantly in the 

past year and sadly continues. There is a particular increase in burglaries to 
outbuildings and sheds with farm and gardening equipment being stolen. 

The Neighbourhood watch team has alerted us to a new Community Messaging 
Service (CMS) which begins on September 1st, to which anyone can subscribe 
to obtain up to date information about local incidents.  
https://www.westmercia.police.uk/cms and follow the link to CMS messaging.

The local police have also asked that residents continue to report any suspicious 
activity in the area by calling 101 (non urgent) or 999 (urgent).

CLIFTON ORGANISATIONS’ PLEA TO PARISH COUNCIL
A letter on behalf of six organisations and clubs in Clifton has been sent to 
parish councillors urging them to reconsider the Parish Council’s decision to 
cease publication of draft minutes of their meetings in Teme Triangle.

The letter, from Clifton Women’s Institute secretary, Beth Whittenbury, requested 
that Clifton Parish Council “will once again allow the publication of the draft and 
un-adopted Parish Council minutes to appear in the Teme Triangle as soon as 
possible after each meeting has taken place. There is little point in publishing 
minutes that are months out of date”.

“Not everyone has access to the web site and in the wider farming community 
and for rural residents, also part of Clifton Parish, the connection to the internet 
is often poor and unreliable. Many elderly and housebound residents rely on 
their copy of the Teme Triangle for local news and information. Even those who 
can get out and about may not find it easy to stand and read a typed copy of the 
minutes in the Parish Council notice board.”

“Between us we have not heard one positive comment to support the withdrawal 
of this integral part of our local news distribution. Parishioners have been 
puzzled as to why the decision has been made by their Parish representatives, 
in particular because the Shelsley draft and un-adopted minutes are still 
appearing with no apparent difficulty”. 

“With openness and freedom of information in mind, there should be no problem 
either with guidelines or even legislation as long as the minutes are headed 
appropriately that they are ‘Draft’ and ‘Un-adopted’.”

The letter was sent on behalf of the Clifton WI, St Kenelm’s Parochial Church 
Council, the Clifton Friendship Club, the Lion Coffee Group, Clifton Bowling 
Club and the Trustees of Clifton Village Hall.
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MY WELSH IRONMAN CHALLENGE - 
SUNDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER 2016 - 
FOR ED BARRETT
My name is Emma Carpenter, I live in Upper 
Sapey and I am married to Richard Carpenter 
(CarpenterGoodwin, Leominster) and I have 2 
beautiful children Harriet (12) and Henry (11).  
In just over 3 weeks I am taking on the Welsh 
Ironman in Tenby, considered by most as one 
of the worlds hardest, two days short of my 
47th birthday for Ed Barrett from Bromyard.

Ed's family home is The Noakes, just out of Bromyard on the Leominster road, 
where his mother and father, Dave and Sally and brother Russ, farm and run 
the well renowned  Riding School.  Some of you may also know Roger Benbow 
owner of Tipton Riding School at Tedstone Delamere. He is Ed's Uncle. 

I met Ed when he was 12 years old, when teaching him in the Clifton-on-Teme 
Hunt Pony Club.  I helped him achieve the highest accolade in PC, his 'A Test' 
and achieve his Teaching Qualifi cations.  Ed always wanted to be a jockey, so 
I suggested he go down to Devon to my brother Ed Walkers' racing Yard which 
he runs with his wife 8 times Champion Amateur Jockey Polly Gundry.  He 
had 5+ happy years down there and was very successful, before joining Henry 
Daley's Establishment on Clee Hill as Assistant Trainer.

Unfortunately, soon into his new job, Ed had a life changing fall whilst riding in a 
point to point in Devon in April 2015. He broke his neck badly. The progress he 
has made from being horizontal to where he is now is incredible and a credit to 
his own determination and hard work.  However, he is 27 years old and his life 
will never be what he thought it would be. 

We all know the risks of such sports, but most of us get away with it.   

So I felt the need to do something to raise funds for Ed.  Anyone who is familiar 
with Tenby will be aware of the strong winds, rough seas and of course the hilly 
terrain.  I will start by swimming 2 1/2 miles from North Beach, before cycling 
112 miles climbing well over 2000 m and then running a full marathon.   A huge 
challenge 2 days short of my 47th birthday but nothing compared with the pain 
and challenges Ed struggles with on a daily basis.

Every little bit, however small will help Ed towards gaining some independence 
and setting up home.  You can go to my fundraising page crowdfunding.
justgiving.com/welshironmanforedbarrett

Thank you so much for taking the time to read this.

Emma Carpenter and Ed Barrett

Ed's family home is The Noakes, just out of Bromyard on the Leominster road, 



The Manor Arms Inn3 Abberley Village3 Worcestershire WR6 6BN
wwwdthemanorarmsdcoduk

Open 12pm f11pm Every Day
Call 01299 890300

The Manor Arms Inn Abberley ManorArmsInn

THE MANOR ARMS 
ABBERLEY 

A beautifully refurbished traditional village pub with locally 
sourced fresh food and alesd

OurkHeadkChefksourcesktop quality local ingredientsktokcreatek
traditionalkdisheskandkexcitingkspecials.

Overnightkstayskinkourkbeautiful rooms,kavailablekthiskAutumn!

Youkandkyourkguestskcankbe sure of a warm welcome,kweklookk
forwardktokseeingkyouksoon.

Free function roomkavailablekforklocalkclubs,kmeetings,k
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Follow us on Facebook and Twitter for news and eventsd
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Jason Edwards
Window Cleaning,

Guttering and
Solar Panels

Edwards Cleaning Services
19 York Road Bromyard 

01885  485955
07723  314506

 jason_ecs@btinternet.com

West Wind Counselling 

Sarah Jeffery MBACP    Holt Heath, Worcs WR6 

For help and support  
with emotional pain or distress  

including: 
 depression, stress, anger or anxiety  
 bereavement, loss, setbacks, grief 
 low confidence or self-esteem 
 relationship difficulties or other troubles  

T: 07432 078087  
E: westwindcounselling@gmail.com 
W: www.west-wind-counselling.co.uk 
 

Please call or email me for  
a first confidential discussion.   

I look forward to hearing from you. 
“It was such a relief to find someone to talk to,  
who understands and can help me to find my way.   
I would recommend counselling with Sarah to  
anyone who is struggling to cope.”  (Client RP) 

Sarah Jeffery MBACP  Sapey Common  Worcs WR6



Let your Milkman do the Walking
Phone & Fax: 01584 881385

Hilda Webb BSc, QTS, AMBDA

MATHS TUITION - ALL LEVELS
UP TO GCSE GRADE

SPECIALIST TUITION FOR
DYSCALCULIA & DYSLEXIA

01886 812223
The Old School, Shelsley Beauchamp WR6 6RA

A. R. VERRY
PLUMBING AND HEATING

Commercial and domestic oil
fired installations and servicing,
including Agas and Rayburns

01886 853023

•T.V.  •Video  •Audio
•Electronic Repairs
•Microwave Ovens

DAVE PARKER
01885 410711

Mobile 07790 423158

Prompt efficient service at competitive rates

C.L. GIBBS
BUILDERS

EXTENSIONS • ALTERATIONS
PLASTERING • UPVC WINDOWS

ROOFING • TILING • LANDSCAPING
FASCIAS • GUTTERING • STONE WORK
For all types of building work call your local
family builder for advice and free estimate

01886 812 450
07905 396 971

National…Daily…Sunday & Local Papers
…Magizines…All Milk…

…Dairy Products…Eggs…Soft Drinks
…& Waters etc.
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Monday-­‐	
  Friday	
  

9am-­‐3.15pm	
  

	
  Ages	
  2-­‐5	
  

Full&	
  Half	
  Days	
  Available	
  

Indoor	
  &	
  Outdoor	
  Facilities	
  Available	
  

ALSO!	
  

Breakfast	
  Club	
  8am-­‐9am	
  

After	
  School	
  Club	
  3.15pm-­‐6pm	
  

Ages	
  2-­‐13	
  

Martley	
  C	
  of	
  E	
  Primary	
  
School,	
  Martley,	
  Worcester,	
  

WR6	
  6TJ	
  

01886	
  889127	
  

www.martleypreschool.co.uk	
  

Charity	
  number:	
  1056248	
  

Forest	
  School	
  Sessions	
  

Graduate	
  Leader	
  

HAYWOOD BUILDING
CONTRACTORS

ROXPOLE FARM, ROXPOLE LANE,
THORNBURY, HEREFORDSHIRE, HR7 4NN
TEL : 01885 410670  Mob : 07740 374 783

E-mail Nick.p.h@btinternet.com  
Haywoodbuildingcontractors@gmail.com

NHBC  Registered.  CITB  Vat  765242818
Long established Building Contractors specialising 

in General building works from Roofing, New builds,
extensions through to Conversions, Listed Buildings

and Heritage work.
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Monday-Friday
9am-3.15pm

Ages 2-5
Full & Half Days Available

Indoor & Outdoor Facilities Available
ALSO !

Breakfast Club 8am-9am
After School Club 3.15pm-6pm

Ages 2-13

Martley CofE Primary School
Martley Worcester WR6 6TJ

01886 889127
www.martleypreschool.co.uk
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Now covering the Teme Valley!

Children’s Party Entertainment
• Birthday  • Christenings

• Weddings   • Events
01886 812421

www.PartytasticEntertainment.co.uk



For further details,  
please telephone the Manager
 at the Centre 01886 812380

The Village, Clifton-upon-Teme,
Worcester WR6 6DE.

KIT BAMFORD
 

Based at The Birche, Shelsley Beauchamp, a 
special venue with unique ambience for wedding 
ceremonies and other celebrations, as well as other 
outside catering requirements, please call me on: 
01886 812251 or 07801 699597 or 01905 345200

E:mail: kit.bamford@virgin.net

TAILOR MADE QUALITY MENUS 
FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS

Ombersley Family
Dental Practice

Mrs  Andy Wright B.d.s. (Edin)

A friendly private 
practice specializing in 
preventive dental care for 
all the family in a happy 
relaxed atmosphere.

New patients welcome
Cosmetic treatments including tooth whitening

Sports gum-shields for all ages in  
various colours and designs

Same day emergency appointments
Large car park

Tel: 01905 621881
RACKS LANE, OMBERSLEY,

NR DROITWICH, WORCS. WR9 0EN
www.ombersleyfamilydental.co.uk

SERVICED OFFICES AND WORKSHOPS 
AVAILABLE ON FLEXIBLE  

MONTHLY TERMS
ALSO SMALL INDUSTRIAL UNITS

www.maylite.co.uk
Please contact Kate Shrubb on
01886 888455 for more details

Maylite Trading Estate, Martley WR6 6PQ

HAINES HEATING & PLUMBING
A Friendly local service

Call:  07534 700 932
All aspects covered from dripping taps 

to full heating installations
Office: 01886 812639
Email: alex@haines4heating.co.uk
20 Saxon Close, Clifton upon Teme, WR6 6DL
www.ahainesheating.co.uk
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COMING UP THIS AUTUMN
ANNUAL PLOUGHING COMPETITION 
Stoke Bliss and District Agricultural Improvement Society (The British Society 
of Ploughmen), is holding its annual competition and craft day on Saturday 17th 
September at Thornbury Court (HR7 4NJ). What could be more autumnal, than 
ploughing, and always a fantastic family day out?  

This is the 69th year of the competition, which takes place by kind permission 
of the Wildig family.

Schedules/ information from www.stokeblissploughingandhomecrafts.org 
Closing date for entries Wednesday 14th September.  Please note all ploughmen 
must have a valid certificate of insurance.

LION QUIZ NIGHT MONDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER at the Lion pub in Clifton. 
Come and join a team or bring your own team. Dining and snacks always 
available before and during the quiz. 7.30 for 8.00 pm. Proceeds go to 
supporting local charities.

CLIFTON WI MEETINGS AND GREAT CLIFTON BAKE OFF

September
13th 7.30pm Speaker Matthew Harris on Aspects of the Civil War
17th GREAT CLIFTON BAKE OFF! Entries from 12 - 1pm
 Results, teas and raffle 3pm 
October
11th 7.30pm Speaker John Bowden on Grand Central Station - 
 Time Lapse photography and overview of the project
20th Theatre Outing to "South Pacific"

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 28th September
You are invited to the Macmillan Coffee Morning at Pensax Thrift Shop on 
Wednesday 28 September between 9am and 11am. (Pensax Village Hall is on 
the B4202 Clows Top to Abberley road.) 
Every year in Worcestershire more than three thousand people are given the 
news that they have cancer. The money raised at Macmillan Coffee Mornings 
helps support vital local services for these people as well as for the Macmillan 
GPs in Worcestershire working to increase early diagnosis and improve support 
for people living with cancer during and after treatment. Every pound raised will 
help make sure no-one faces cancer alone in Worcestershire and across the 
whole of the UK.
Thanks to the continued support for the annual coffee mornings held across 
the country, Macmillan can ensure that nurses have more time to provide more 
emotional, practical and financial support to people living with cancer because 
no-one should have to face cancer alone.
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KEEP FIT CLASSES IN THE SHELSLEYS’ VILLAGE HALL 
There is a new Keep fit class with Andrew Corbett every Monday @ Shelsley 
Beauchamp Village Hall 6.30 till 7.30. pm.

BROMYARD ART HISTORY GROUP
Tuesday mornings at the Conquest Theatre in Bromyard for a varied selection 
of weekly illustrated lectures on art history and related subjects, that run until 
February 2017.
Lectures start at 10am and last for two hours with a break for coffee and 
biscuits. Subjects this year include: German and Spanish Painting; Portraits 
and Personalities; Samuel Prout, Watercolourist; The Magritte Mysteries; 
Innovation in Landscape painting and Churches of Hereford Diocese.
This season starts on 13th September. If you would like more information, 
please ring Chris Balch on 01886 812412 or email chrisbalch2@gmail.com

SATURDAY 1ST. OCTOBER - 2PM. GENERAL AUCTION SALE 
Whitbourne Village Hall. Viewing 11.30 - 1.45pm. Refreshments available. 
In aid of Playing Field funds  information from 01886 821619. Noel Knight 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF DECORATIVE AND FINE ARTS SOCIETIES
(NADFAS) The Teme Valley NADFAS meets in Ludlow Assembly Rooms on 
the third Wednesday of the month at 2.15pm from September through to May. 
The subjects of the lectures are wide ranging and lecturers are knowledgeable 
entertaining and informative.
 
This year’s program begins with a lecture called ‘Getting to Grips with Abstract 
Art.’ This lecture will demystify abstraction as well as showing some exquisitely 
beautiful images. Come along for a trial lecture for £8 on the door, and /or take 
the plunge and become a member for £40 for the year. Contact Membership 
Secretary Mrs Sue Johns tel:01886 812304 or email s.johns@polperropress.
co.uk 
Membership gives you access to interesting study days and outings as well as 
the eight lectures.  www.temevalleydfas.org.uk  

MHDC CHAIRMAN’S HIKE FOR HEALTH
The new Chairman of Malvern Hills District Council, Councillor John Raine, 
will be passing through Clifton and Shelsley Beauchamp in the course of a ten 
mile ‘Hike For Health And Happiness’ walk around the area on Saturday, 3rd 
September.   
Councillor Raine, who took over from Barbara Williams in May, has been a 
district councillor for 16 years and his four-day walk around the Teme Valley 
ward is aimed at promoting awareness around mental health issues. He has 
chosen Link Nurseries as one of his chosen charities for his year of office, but 
will also be supporting a group of other mental health charities that have roots 
in the district, under the banner of Mental Health Deserves Cash (MHDC).
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Summer
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Roundup



TAYLORS
CONSERVATORY
CARE
22 Saxon Close
Clifton upon Teme
Worcester WR6 6DL
Mobile: 07801 281821
Tel: 01886 812424
Fax: 01886 812954

Sales • Service • Repair
SUPPLY • INSTALLATION • AFTER SALES CARE • RE-ROOFING

We supply and fit:

Aluminium Windows and Doors • uPVC Windows and Doors
Hardwood and Softwood Windows and Doors

Conservatories in Hardwood / uPVC / Aluminium
PILKINGTON APPROVED INSTALLERS

Agents for Compton Garages & Alton Greenhouses
Please phone for Free Quotation  •  Fence Registration No. 18796

PC Troubles?
• PC problems solved
• Broadband connection set-up
• Home network set-up
• Printer and camera problems solved
• Website design service
• Basic PC training at home

For friendly and local advice and to
book a free consultation contact 

Bernadette Higgins on 07813 302 504
or e-mail: apctrouble@gmail.com  
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Party / Business / Reception / Function

CLIFTON VILLAGE HALL
Three meeting rooms (2 – 120 people)

Modern, well equipped kitchen 
with crockery, glasses etc.

Good parking in central location

Bookings: 01886-812464 / 812238/
812969 / 812335 or

hallshire.com

TEME VALLEY ACCOUNTS
Bookkeeping VAT
PAYE Sage Accounting
Tax Returns Draft Accounts

Contact: Claire on 
Tel: 01584 881708 or 07731 010099

Email: Claire.tva-accounts@outlook.com

For a first class, personal and professional 
service please contact Halls.
Anthony Champion - 01905 728 444

anthony.champion@hallsworcester.com

Property Professionals

Country Sales Rural, farms & estates Village Sales Land Sales

www.hallsgb.com 01905 728 444

TVA
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FOR ALL YOUR
CLEANING NEEDS

Please contact

BARBARA LISTER
the magic wand

01886 853 924
07974 429 215

EST 1998. FULLY INSURED

Make Pure Thyme your Time
Reflexology, Massage,

Aromatherapy, manicures 
and pedicures.

Treatments carried out in the beautiful
Teme Valley setting of Pitlands Farm.

Gift vouchers, home visits 
and pamper parties.

Julia Haywood
01886 812511/ 07964 176747

info@purethyme.co.uk
www.purethyme.co.uk

Contact for bookings 
FAY 01886 812 486

Set in beautiful surroundings
(with french windows leading onto terrace)

Close to the river and hillclimb
Well equipped kitchen • Bar available
Ideal for meetings, dances, parties etc.

F O R  H I R E

S H E L S L E Y

Very
reasonable

rates

BED & 
BREAKFAST 

Accommodation at Frith Common
in the scenic Teme Valley

Tel: 01584 881190
marionmorris20@gmail.com
www.temevalleybandb.co.uk
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LIZ WHITTAKER
Lady driver:  Mercedes E-Class: 

Airport/Seaport • Hotel Transfers • School Runs 
Business/Corporate • Long & Short Journeys

7 seater available • Competitive Prices
07814 006179

Airport/Seaport • Hotel Transfers • School Runs 

A COMPLETE SHOPPING EXPERIENCE @ MILL FARM, STANFORD BRIDGE

Rare Breed / Free Range 
Beef, Lamb & Chicken

Selection of Local Game

Tel: 01886 853 212
Mbl: 07818 278934

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL 
SHOPS AT MILL FARM 
& ENJOY SHOPPING 
FOR QUALITY GOODS 
FROM PEOPLE THAT ARE 
PASSIONATE ABOUT 
PROVIDING A QUALITY 
LOCAL SERVICE

the snug
beauty & therapies
revitalise & relax at mill farm

stanford bridge WR6 6SG

01886 853296
07989 529215

please call for an appointment

latest technology in non-surgical facelift
oxygen facials & glycopeels

phone us to book a complimentary demo
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“One of the advantages of being a vicar's wife 
is that people confi de spiritual things to me. The 
number of amazing little stories, each one unique, 
has strengthened my own faith. I too have doubts 
and questions but have been encouraged by others’ 
stories.

It's the number and overall similarities between these incidents which, for me, 
prove that there is indeed a Spiritual Realm and an Afterlife. The number of 
shared experiences are too many and too various to have been made up.

One incident involved Mr Spot, my dog, pricking his ears and wagging his 
tail at an empty corner of the room, while my husband John prayed with a 
dying gentleman. When his wife opened her eyes she said she had "sensed" 
a "presence" precisely where Mr Spot has been staring. She had not seen the 
dog's behaviour so, when I told her she felt comforted that an Angel was there 
for her husband.

I have been told of several similar experiences. Animals obviously have more 
6th sense than us, or we merely dismiss ours with our human Rationale?

The other thing I’ve learnt is about attitudes to our fi ve Teme Triangle church 
buildings. I have taken part in events around the villages meeting a cross 
section of you. It seems to me that whatever individual attitudes to Church are, 
you'd like our churches to survive....That is really encouraging.

Many of us love History; our historic churches are worth saving. But also places 
gain ambience over time. In Belsen no birds sing; in churches, where prayers 
have been said, many fi nd real solace.

As we prepare to leave this lovely place, I go with two encouragements. Firstly 
that there is a Holy Spirit to watch over you; and secondly that our fi ve lovely 
churches will survive!”
 
Alice

Jean Crabbe, who was for many years Treasurer of All Saints' Church 
in Shelsley Beauchamp died last month.  There will be a Thanksgiving 
Service at All Saints' at 2.15pm on Friday 9th September

Church Matters
with Alice Sumner
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LOWER SAPEY NEWS with Marion West

What a wonderful summer musical evening we 
enjoyed at Shelsey Beauchamp church in July topped 
off with nibbles and fi zz in the garden and chat and 
catch-up with friends during the interval! Lovely!

On Saturday 3rd September we  look forward to our 
by now traditional Big Breakfast at St Bartholomew’s 
Church.  We hope to see many old and new friends, 
it is a good value occasion costing only £5 for adults 
and £2.50 for children.  All in aid of our lovely church 
upkeep! Do come along, it’s great fun!

On the 20th September WWRT are hosting a meeting at the Cobb House to 
discuss possibilities for the forthcoming interregnum.  All those on the church 
electoral roll are invited to attend. This is timed for 7-9pm.

The next Parish Meeting is due on 8th September at 8pm at St Bartholomew’s 
Church.  All parishioners are encouraged to attend and have a say on what is 
going on in our lovely country parish.

On to Ladies Bible Study afternoon which will be on 13th September at 2pm 
with Suzanne Richards.

Mobile Library visit will be on 9th September at 10.20am and 9.40am.

NOTICES

Church cleaning for September will be in the capable hands of Margaret 
Griffi ths.
Flower arranging for the fi rst two weeks will also be taken care of by 
Margaret Griffi ths with the end of the month in the charge of Bettie 
Nicholls.



Kate’s Foot Care
Foot Health Professional

MCFHP  MAFHP

Kate Bray, Martley, Worcester

01886 888 155
07814 632 823

katebrays@hotmail.com

Professional painter & decorator 
in Clifton-upon-Teme

Interior & exterior, from a single room to a whole house

Tel 01886 812168 / 07759 298754
E-mail paulthepainter23@msn.com

Paul the Painter

Suppliers and Installers of:
Aluminium Windows
Aluminium Bi-Folding Doors
Hardwood and Softwood Bespoke Timber Windows, 
Doors and Conservatories including 
Grade I and Grade II listed 
Secondary Glazing and Replacement Sealed Glass Units
UPVC Windows, Doors and Conservatories
Garage Doors, Fascia and Soffits 
We now also specialise in small building projects including 
carpentry and joinery
PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE NO
OBLIGATION QUOTATION

Haven Nurseries
Bank Road
Little Witley
Nr Worcester
WR6 6LR

Tel: 07966-804007 
Tel/Fax: 01886-888024
VAT No: 824 6536 21

J & S Trade Supplies

Partners: JT Bull & SR Bull
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Specialist valuations of Antiques,
Fine Art and House contents for:

Probate/Inheritance tax,
Sale by Auction, Marital Separation

Sales by auction arranged
House clearance service available

www.adrianmackwell.com

LEE JAMES
CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Qualified and experienced in all aspects of carpentry

SERVICING OF

AGA... 
RAYBURN...

OIL FIRED STOVES...
CENTRAL HEATING 

BOILERS
––––––––––––––––––––––––––

MIKE TINGEY
OFTEC ASSESSED PROFESSIONAL

SERVICE ENGINEER
Fully insured

Tel: 07974 983 133
Email: mike.tingey@zen.co.uk

LOCAL PILATES 
CLASSES EVERY DAY 
including Whitbourne, Martley and
Hanley Broadheath on Tuesday’s

Please contact Sue Bratton for more 
details or to book a place 07974 343609
or sue-bratton@tiscali.co.uk

Locally grown delicate seasonal garden flowers  
& herbs. Fresh or dried for all occassions.

PEARTREE COTTAGE - SHELSLEY BEAUCHAMP
shelsleyherbsflowers.co.uk • 07887 706147
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TEME VALLEY WILDLIFE by Stephanie Mocroft

My knowledge of birds is limited, but whilst contemplating a subject for these lines I 
have been struck by a beautiful and quite relentless birdsong in my garden. Carolling 
and swooping in inventive melodies and trills, it has assailed my ears through the 
open windows of the house. On more than one occasion I have ventured out to 
scan the branches of the birch tree, the source of the singing, but despite looking 
high up and then peering into the lower greenery I have been unable to see the 
songster. Eventually I enlisted the help of my husband, a keen singer himself, and 
armed with binoculars he went outside to look into the tree. He reported that the 
only bird that he could see was a goldfinch.  

We are lucky to see lots of goldfinches, sometimes up to a dozen at a time. When 
we first came to the Teme valley the most numerous birds in the garden were, by 
quite a way, chaffinches. Many greenfinches visited too. Over the last half a dozen 
years these two species have declined, an infectious disease has apparently been 
the cause, and the goldfinches seem to have taken over their niche. But what pretty 
birds the goldfinches are! Golden-brown with red and yellow highlights, no wonder 
a group of them is known as a charm.

At one time they were widely kept as cage birds, attractive both to look at and to 
listen to.  In fact they were so popular that protecting them in the wild was one of 
the first priorities of the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds when it was formed 
in 1904. But why do some birds, such as the mistle thrush, sing from a prominent 
high point, and others sing from the camouflaged depths of greenery? Maybe the 
goldfinch’s hidden singing spot reflects its choice of nest site. Typically it nests at the 
end of a horizontal or down-sweeping branch that ends in plenty of twiggy growth. 
The latter provides dense foliage to hide the nest from sight and the thin twigs at the 
end of the branch stop bigger birds standing on them to threaten the nest.

My garden is not the only place I have seen these birds lately. An exhibition to celebrate 
500 years since the death of the celebrated mediaeval painter, Hieronymous Bosch, 
has at its heart his most famous work, The Garden of Earthly Delights. In it is to be 
found a most beautiful rendering of a goldfinch. It was apparently frequently used 
in religious works, especially in those of a devotional nature, and only doves were 
more likely to be depicted.
 
The next meeting of the Teme Valley Wildlife Group is on Thursday 8th September, 
when we welcome Mike Glyde who will be talking on British bats. The meeting is 
at Rochford Village Hall at 7:30pm and as always it is just £2 on the door where 
everybody is most welcome.

For up-to-date information on what wildlife is being seen in the area, or to give us 
your sightings, visit us at www.temevalleywildlife.com or visit our Facebook page. 
The group normally holds a meeting on the second Thursday of the month. All are 
very welcome. Tel. 01584 881397 or email zeunie@hotmail.com



OPEN

FIND WHAT YOU NEED - SELL WHAT YOU DON’T
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DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S FUND

District Councillor Caroline Palethorpe has invited 
bids from local organisations and good causes for 
a share of the £500 Ward Budget Scheme fund she 
holds for projects in her Teme Valley ward. 
“I provided £170 from last year’s budget to Clifton 
Parish Council for the purchase of safety mats for 
the Play Area,” she said. “I have been allocated £500 
again for this fi nancial year and have already spent 
£135 on a revolving bookcase for Hanley village hall 
and their book club.”

EMERGENCY FOOD RELIEF SCHEME

Tenbury NILS Emergency Food Relief scheme is linked to Tenbury NILS 
(Tenbury No Interest Loan) and is a joint community project between Tenbury 
NILS and St Mary's Church in Tenbury. 

Families or individuals are usually referred by community groups, churches, 
schools or other professionals and are fi nancially assessed to ensure the 
recipients are maximising their income. Once assessed, advice on budget 
management techniques is provided.

According to District Councillor Caroline Palethorpe, “People can access the 
service once a fortnight for the fi rst three months, then once a month for a 
further three months. These terms are fl exible to suit the individuals needs 
and circumstances. Please share the website details for all details of this 
community initiative, which can support disadvantaged families and individuals 
in the Clifton area as it sits within the 15 mile radius of the charity’s articles.”
For further information, visit http://www.tenburynils.org.uk/

Bosch Washing Machine; Beko Dishwasher; 
Electric Cooker; Zanussi Fridge-Freezer; 
Pine kitchen table and two chairs. 
Offers please to John & Alice Sumner, 
Clifton Rectory 01886-812483

JAM JARS – around 100 washed jars, 
free of charge to local jam makers – 01299 896 555
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DRAFT ABBREVIATED MINUTES OF THE SHELSLEYS PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING HELD ON JULY 12TH 2016
Present: Mr C Roberts, Mr D Styles, Mr B Hart, Mr D Bates and Mr T Taylor
District Councillor Mrs Caroline Palethorpe and Mrs J Speyer (Clerk)
Apologies: Mr J Stinton, Mr M Whitefoot and Mrs C Warren (accepted). Dr K Pollock, Mr W Sutherland (received late).
Declaration of Interest: Councillor Bates for Village Hall item 13
Minutes:  The minutes for May 10th were approved as a true record and signed. 
Public Question Time: None. District Councillor’s report: District Councillor’s report. Councillor Palethorpe introduced 
herself, giving a little about her background. There is £365 available for her to spend, the defibrillator was identified as 
a possible item.
With online reporting becoming the norm, the Chairman asked if the Parish Councils could retain a direct line to MHDC. 
Councillor Palethorpe said and enquiries could always be put via her. 
The full report will be available on the My Parish part of the WCC website (see below).
The Lengthsman’s worksheets were inspected and approved. He had reported to the clerk that the signs on the Cheltry 
bend had still not been replaced, neither had the metal Stanford Bridge sign which had been stolen some time ago.
The services of the Lengthsman were unanimously praised.
WCC reports on Highways Matters. The metal post at the end of Pard House Lane,which has twice previously been 
reported to WCC, is still in the middle of the junction.
The road surface at Pard House Lane is being damaged by water ingress. Highways Sign Clearance, road signs 
continue to be cleared of vegetation.
B4203 There have been two incidents which have been added to the list of known accidents.
Planning: MHDC decisions. 16/00214/CLE Kingswood House. Approved.
15/01616/CLE Land at Kingswood for continued use of holiday chalet. Refused.
There were concerns at the green netting,which has been left at the above site.
Clerk’s report on urgent decisions. Planning. The Clerk in consultation with Councillors submitted the following 
planning details.
16/00627/HOU Little Blakes. Recommended approval for the works in the barn but concern was expressed about the 
alterations to the front of the property.
16/00707/HOU Rose Cottage Kingswood. Recommended approval.
Finance: The following requests for payment were agreed. 
Clerk’s salary and expenses. Lengthman’s invoice £528 Internal Auditor £60 HMRC PAYE £49.80
The Bank Mandate was completed with the further details as requested by the Bank of Ireland.
Current Bank Balance £9910.62  
Audit: The internal auditor signed the annual return and found the accounts to be in order.
New Mill Bridge:
There is a large amount of debris around the piers,which needs to be removed. The saplings previously reported to the 
Environment Agency are still there. The surface of the road and paths at the bridge needs attention. Clerk to enquire. 
Correspondence and Consultations: 
All items were either emailed to councilors or were available to view at the meeting. 
The Clerk had received no responses from members to any consultations. Foodbank, Clerk and Councils Direct, Clifton 
upon Teme Draft Neighbourhood Plan, Malvern Hills Parish News Update.
Village Hall Management Committee: The insurance certificate was inspected.
There are various fund raising activities in the pipeline.
There have been problems with updating the Village Hall page on the Teme Triangle website.
Councillors’ Reports items for next agenda: The Chairman reported on his attendance at a recent planning meeting 
at MHDC, which is experiencing problems due to a lack of staff.
For next agenda, surface condition of lane leading to Redhill. Progress on Broadband. Pard House Lane and Village 
Hall accounts.
The meeting concluded at 8.40 Date of the next meeting: September 13th 2016: 
To view the minutes and agenda online go to the WCC website and look at The Shelsleys. http://e-services.worcestershire.
gov.uk/myparish/
Jan Speyer Clerk 01886 812444
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Church Services for SEPTEMBER 2016
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CALENDAR

September

3 Big Breakfast at St Bartholomew's Church, Harpley 10am.
8 Parish Meeting Lower Sapey St Bartholomew, Harpley 8pm.
8 TV Wildlife meeting Lower Rochford 7.30.pm
 Mike Glyde on British Bats
13 Shelsleys’ Parish Council Meeting  VH
13 Clifton WI meeting: 
 Matthew Harris Aspects of the Civil War VH 7.30pm
13  Bromyard Art History Group begins. Conquest Theatre Bromyard 
 10 am. 
17 Great Clifton Bake-Off, Clifton VH 12noon - 3pm
17 Stoke Bliss Ploughing Match, Thornbury Court, Thornbury
17/18 Shelsley Walsh Hillclimb
19 Quiz The Lion Clifton 7.30pm.
20 WWRT meeting Cobb House Wichenford 7-9pm
25 Farewell to John & Alice Sumner, Clifton VH 1pm
26 Stanford History Group, Stanford Bridge VH 7.30pm
28 Macmillan Coffee Morning Pensax Thrift shop 9 – 11am.

October

1 Auction Sale Whitborne Village Hall 2pm.
11 Clifton WI meeting: 
 John Bowden Grand Central Station VH 7.30pm
20 Clifton WI theatre outing to South Pacific

November

8 Clifton WI Annual Meeting VH 7.30pm

December

13 Clifton WI Christmas Cheer Alan & Alana Cooper VH
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EMMA CARPENTER AND ED BARRETT

Emma is taking on one of the world’s hardest two day challenges – the Welsh 
Ironman Challenge, on 18th September to raise funds for local jockey Ed Barrett 
who had a life changing injury when he fell, riding in a Devon point to point in 
April 2015.

You can help her by offering sponsorship 
crowdfunding.justgiving.com/welshironmanforedbarrett

Read the full story on page 9



Contributions for the next (October) edition by Friday, 9th September, 2016 please.

Printed by Orphans Press of Leominster  Tel: 01568 612460

The Village Stores
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