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Christmas Preparations at the Lion
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Bert Bradley who has retired as Clifton’s Parish Tree Warden.
See report on page 5
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This month we bid a fond farewell to long-time Shelsleys’ resident, and the founding Editor of 
your Teme Triangle, Judie Welsh, as she begins a new era living near Ludlow with husband 
Chris. Thank you, Judie, and our best wishes! (Teme Triangle continues of course, under its 
wider voluntary team!) Judie Welsh with friends: Front row L-R:  Jan Speyer, Judie Welsh, 
Mel Williams. Centre: Diana Pollock, Karen Webber, Helen Whitehouse. Back row: Rebecca 
Perry, Milly Mills, Julie Currie, Louise Hutton, Helen Griffee

Our front cover picture shows: 

(Left to right): Revd David Sherwin, Jane Froggatt, Hilary Higton, the Bishop of Worcester 
the Rt Revd Dr John Inge, Jane Roberts, Rosemary Hart and Jerry Johns at the Shelsleys’ 
Village Hall in October, where Bishop John spoke on ‘The Challenges of Life’ – part of a 
series organised by the local Churches Together Group. Read more on page 3.

If you or your organisation would like to sponsor Teme Triangle please contact Andrew 
Brazier.  The cost of TT is £7 per household per year.  Donations are encouraged, to 
Alden’s Farm, Barbers Lane, Martley, Worcester WR6 6QD (cheques made payable to 
Teme Triangle Community Magazine).

Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the editorial team.  We 
are not responsible for goods and services advertised. Your contributions may be altered or 
edited at the discretion of the editor of the month, and the editorial team.



BUILDING TO START IN POUND LANE, CLIFTON
Building work is due to start 
on the new Blue Shot Meadow 
development of 48 houses in 
Pound Lane, Clifton, in January. 
Contractors have already moved on 
to an adjacent site in preparation.

Lovell Homes, the developer, have 
announced that the first houses will be ready for occupation by next 
summer. 

As part of the planning permission agreement with Malvern Hills District 
Council, they will be contributing nearly £500,000 to the local community 
infrastructure: £32,340 towards public transport, £220,800 towards 
recreation facilities, £43,000 towards transport strategy and £176,365 
towards education.

LION WINS AA 4 STAR AWARDS
The Lion Inn in Clifton has been given 
an AA 4-star Silver Award in recognition 
of the superior level of quality, high 
standard of hospitality, service and 
cleanliness. In addition, the Lion has 
been given a separate Breakfast award 
and a Dinner award in recognition of their 
very special high quality with emphasis 
on freshly prepared local ingredients.

Chef Steve Bruce said, “We are delighted 
to have received these three awards so 
soon after taking over the management 
of the Lion.”

JOHN THACKER’S 90TH
John Thacker’s 90th birthday celebrations last  
month raised a total of £650 for St Michael’s 
Hospice. More than 90 guests attending the 
event contributed. 
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END OF AN ERA FOR THE NEW INN

Dave and Shelagh, ‘mine hosts’ at 
the New Inn on Clifton’s Old Road for 
the past eight and a half years, will be 
saying their final farewells at the end 
of this month as they prepare to leave 
the pub for the last time.

“We would like to take the opportunity 
to say a very big thank you to all who 
have crossed our threshold, some 
more often than others, but you are 
what make the pub what it is today,” 
says Shelagh. “We have had a lot of laughs and have been privileged to be 
involved in some small way in some of your lives.”

The couple add that they are not planning to go to Devon as reported previously, 
but are very much hoping to stay in the Teme Valley. 

BISHOP OF WORCESTER’S TEME VALLEY TALK

The Bishop of Worcester, the Rt Revd Dr John Inge, was the guest speaker on 
‘The Challenges of Life’ in the Shelsleys’ Village Hall last month. In the first of 
a series of ‘Up Close and Personal’ talks by prominent local people concerning 
their faith organised by the local Churches Together Group, the Bishop spoke 
frankly about his role and his personal life in front of an audience of some 60 
people. His visit is pictured in this edition’s front cover photo. A recording of 
the Bishop’s interview with Jerry Johns can be heard via the following link: 
https://soundcloud.com/diocese-worcester/up-close-and-personal-interview-
with-bishop-john

Next Talk…

The third and final ‘Challenges of Life’ Autumn 
Talk presented by Churches Together in the Teme 
Valley, takes place on Wednesday 8th November 
at the Shelsleys’ Village Hall, 7-9pm, when the 
speakers will be Joshua and Hannah De Lisle. 
The local designer blacksmith and full-time mum 
and music leader will be speaking on ‘The Rocky 
Road to Here!’ 

Tickets £5 including supper (bring your own wine 
due to licensing) from: Des Robson 01886 812535; 
Jane Roberts janeroberts440@gmail.com; Neil 
Higton 01886 812229; Jill Smith 01886 853311.



CLIFTON UPON TEME IN 1668
In 1668 King Charles II had been on the throne for eight years and 
England was settling down after the turbulent times following his father’s 
execution. Worcestershire had been important both at the beginning 
of the Civil War and at the end, and had endured much violence and 
uncertainty. 

The relatively stable times in which the folk of Clifton upon Teme then 
found themselves gave them the confidence to order bells for their parish 
church, St. Kenelm’s. Those bells, the very same ones, are still up in the 
bell tower and are regularly rung out to call villagers to prayer, mark an 
event of national or religious importance or celebrate their weddings. 

Next year marks the bells’ 350th 
birthday. Five of the bells have 
hung in the belfry since 1668 – the 
sixth treble bell was presented in 
1914 by Sir Francis Winnington. 
The peal was last rehung in 1999 
after undergoing restoration work 
(right).

To maintain the link with those villagers from the time of King Charles, 
the bell tower needs new ringers.  Bellringers do not need to be super-fit, 
neither do they have to be churchgoers. People of all faiths or none are 
invited to help maintain the tradition for generations to come. The band 
meets for practice on Tuesdays at 7.30pm and all are welcome. Recruits 
are taught a pastime which is good for one’s health and the community. 
Come along and try bellringing!

The Central Council of Church Bell Ringers announced they are going 
to mark the 100th anniversary of the ending of the First World War next 
year by recruiting 1,400 new bell ringers - the number of bell ringers who 
perished in that war.

CHRISTMAS MEMORY TREE
The Churches Conservation Trust has supplied Old St. Bartholomew's 
Church with a Christmas Memory Tree for people to write messages for 
loved ones, past or present, to hang upon the tree over the Christmas 
period.  The tree will be in place by 3rd December.
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MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING THANKS

Thank you to all the people who attended this 
year’s Macmillan Coffee morning, as well as 
everyone who donated and helped. We managed 
to raise £350. The event not only raised money 
for the Macmillan charity but was also in memory 
of my sister Valerie, who we lost earlier this year.

Beverley Richards, Clifton Village Stores 

Beverley Richards (seated) with (back, L to R) 
Laura Richards and Beverley’s sister Pat Harris

RECOVERED RAISE THE ROOF AND £1,000

Clifton Village Hall rocked to the sound of five-piece, Worcester-based covers 
band Recovered attracting a wide cross-section of the community. The band’s 
lead singer, Shaun, is the brother of Clifton resident, Tony Dipple. 

The evening raised over £1,000, 
to be split between St Richard’s 
Hospice and Breast Cancer Now.

“Recovered had a fantastic night 
raising funds for two, highly worthy 
causes at their charity gig,” said 
Shaun Dipple afterwards. “The 
generosity of the Clifton community in both hosting the event and in attending 
it helped us to raise an outstanding amount. The band would like to thank 
everyone involved.”

REPAIRS FLOWING AT NEW MILL BRIDGE 

The maintenance work being undertaken by 
Worcestershire County Council on New Mill Bridge 
between Shelsley Walsh and Shelsley Beauchamp, is 
scheduled for completion in the first half of December. 

The work has included filling and evening up sections 
of the river floor beneath the bridge, to help spread 
water flow and avoid debris accumulation. The piers 
of the 1931 bridge have also been reinforced, and a 
new, stronger road surface featuring a waterproofing 
layer is currently under construction.



CLIFTON TREE WARDEN RESIGNS
Bert Bradley, Clifton’s Tree Warden, is stepping down from the role that 
he has had for more than 40 years. Announcing his decision to resign 
at last month’s meeting of the Parish Council, Bert said he hoped that 
someone with a strong interest in trees would take on “this important but 
not very arduous voluntary task”.

“My interest in trees started at an early age,” said Bert. “Since becoming 
Tree Warden for Clifton, I have met many people who are completely 
soaked in tree knowledge, including the caretaker of the Queen’s trees 
in Windsor Great Park. I have also learned about coppicing and pruning 
of trees, hedge-laying and how to identify trees and their diseases.”

Parish Tree Wardens are responsible for tree conservation, knowing 
where planning rules apply and observing local tree conditions.

FRIENDSHIP CLUB’S CHARITY INSTEAD OF CHRISTMAS CARDS 
Clifton Friendship Club members have once again chosen to donate to 
a charity instead of exchanging Christmas cards. This year, they will be 
giving to the Clifton Early Learning Centre.

“We would like to wish all members, friends and families a very happy 
Christmas with good health and happiness for the New Year,” says Marie 
Thompson.
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CLIFTON POINT TO POINT RETURNS TO KNIGHTWICK IN 2018

The new location for Clifton upon Teme’s 2018 Point to Point has been confirmed 
as Knightwick.

Point to Point Racing took place at various locations in the Knightwick area 
from 1946 until a move to Upper Sapey in 1984, but after 34 years at that 
venue, a new course is being created and will be used for the first time on 
Sunday 29th April 2018.

Geoff Allen said: “Point to Point Racing is very weather dependent. This was a 
major impact in recent years and led to the 2017 meeting being abandoned due 
to hard ground. This is an entirely new course and has come into existence due 
to the generosity of John and Sue Walker and will be located on land known 
as the Rock, Knightwick. The site was inspected by both the West Midlands 
Area chairman and a member of the Horse Racing Authority, and both were 
very excited at the prospects of having a meeting there. A very generous local 
businessman has provided the steel and workings for the new set of jumps, 
with the majority of the birch coming from Cheltenham Racecourse.”

In future, the meeting will be marketed as Knightwick Races. The location is just 
off the A44 Worcester to Bromyard Road, on the left-hand side just before the 
turning to the Talbot (if approaching from Worcester).

Geoff continued: “As with all new venues, a lot of work will be required to get 
the course and jumps ready. If anyone fancies getting involved please contact 
Belinda Palfrey, meeting Secretary, at belinda@hanleymill.co.uk or 07977 
135339.”

CLIFTON REFERENDUM VOTE FOR NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Clifton residents voted overwhelmingly in favour of 
adopting the Neighbourhood Plan for the parish at 
the referendum held on 5th October. Following the 
count, the result was announced as follows:

YES  122
NO  10
Turnout  25.53%

Malvern Hill District Council will now formally adopt 
the Clifton upon Teme Neighbourhood Plan.

Clifton and Kempsey are the first two parishes 
in the Malvern Hills District to complete their Neighbourhood Plan process. 
Neighbourhood Planning Regulations say that if the majority of those who 
vote in a referendum are in favour of the draft neighbourhood plan, then the 
neighbourhood plan must be brought into legal force by the local planning 
authority within eight weeks of the referendum.

in the Malvern Hills District to complete their Neighbourhood Plan process. 



Bespoke Handmade Curtains, Blinds, and Roller 
Blinds designed for you and your home. 
Measuring and Fitting Service Included. 
Handmade lampshades made to order  
in your choice of fabric.

SOFT FURNISHINGS
 by Tracey Birks

Tel: 01886 812583 

MINDFULNESS
& MEDITATION
Short courses introducing beginners to the

meaning and practice of mindfulness &
mediation. For more information 

Contact Nicky: localyoga@aol.com
07749 176 091 
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Tel/Fax: 01886 853 530
Mobile: 07970000881

• MOT Repairs • Tyres
• Servicing • Batteries
• Accident Repairs • Exhausts

Harpley Works
Clifton-on-Teme
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WORCESTERSHIRE WILLS
Est. 2013

Clare Burden

MEMBER OF THE INSTITUTE OF
PROFESSIONAL WILL WRITERS

SPECIALISING IN WILL DRAFTING AND
POWERS OF ATTORNEY

APPROACHABLE AND FRIENDLY

COMPETITIVE RATES

FULLY CRB CHECKED

HOME VISITS AND EVENINGS IF REQUIRED

Practising as a successful family lawyer for 8 years until 

taking time off to have a family, Clare has now set up her 

own company providing private client services.

To arrange a friendly and confidential consultation,
Contact Clare Burden

T. 01299 879826
M. 07855 350245

E. clare@worcestershirewills.com
worcestershirewills.com

STOVES
LIMITED

01886 812452
www.is-stoves.co.ukSteps Farm

Clifiton Upon Teme
Worcester 
WR6 6EN

• Woodburning & Multifuel Stoves

• Stove Spares & Repairs

• Glass, Ropes, Bricks, Baffles, Cleaners

• Chimney Liner Kits & Flue Pipes

• Kiln Dried Logs, Kindling and Firelighters

Showroom & Online Shop
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The Manor Arms Inn3 Abberley Village3 Worcestershire WR6 6BN
wwwdthemanorarmsdcoduk

Open 12pm f11pm Every Day
Call 01299 890300

The Manor Arms Inn Abberley ManorArmsInn

THE MANOR ARMS 
ABBERLEY 

A beautifully refurbished traditional village pub with locally 
sourced fresh food and alesd

Our Head Chef sources top quality local ingredients to create 
traditional dishes and exciting specials.

Overnight stays in our beautiful rooms, available this Autumn!

You and your guests can be sure of a warm welcome, we look 
forward to seeing you soon.

Free function room available for local clubs, meetings, 
special events and parties.

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter for news and eventsd
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West Wind Counselling 

Sarah Jeffery MBACP    Holt Heath, Worcs WR6 

For help and support  
with emotional pain or distress  

including: 
 depression, stress, anger or anxiety  
 bereavement, loss, setbacks, grief 
 low confidence or self-esteem 
 relationship difficulties or other troubles  

T: 07432 078087  
E: westwindcounselling@gmail.com 
W: www.west-wind-counselling.co.uk 
 

Please call or email me for  
a first confidential discussion.   

I look forward to hearing from you. 
“It was such a relief to find someone to talk to,  
who understands and can help me to find my way.   
I would recommend counselling with Sarah to  
anyone who is struggling to cope.”  (Client RP) 

Sarah Jeffery MBACP  Sapey Common  Worcs WR6

Gareth Vaughan Counselling

Bereavement – Depression – Anxiety
Areley Kings – Astley Cross

07544 518276

www.gareth-vaughan.co.uk
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Let your Milkman do the Walking
Phone & Fax: 01584 881385

Hilda Webb BSc, QTS, AMBDA

MATHS TUITION - ALL LEVELS
UP TO GCSE GRADE

SPECIALIST TUITION FOR
DYSCALCULIA & DYSLEXIA

01886 812223
The Old School, Shelsley Beauchamp WR6 6RA

A. R. VERRY
PLUMBING AND HEATING

Commercial and domestic oil
fired installations and servicing,
including Agas and Rayburns

01886 853023

•T.V.  •Video  •Audio
•Electronic Repairs
•Microwave Ovens

DAVE PARKER
01885 410711

Mobile 07790 423158

Prompt efficient service at competitive rates

C.L. GIBBS
BUILDERS

EXTENSIONS • ALTERATIONS
PLASTERING • UPVC WINDOWS

ROOFING • TILING • LANDSCAPING
FASCIAS • GUTTERING • STONE WORK
For all types of building work call your local
family builder for advice and free estimate

01886 812 450
07905 396 971

National…Daily…Sunday & Local Papers
…Magizines…All Milk…

…Dairy Products…Eggs…Soft Drinks
…& Waters etc.
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LANDSCAPE ARTIST OPENS SHELSLEY GALLERY

Contemporary land and seascape artist John Brenton 
has moved from Cornwall to the Teme Valley where 
he has opened a fine art gallery at The Threshing 
Barn, Homme Castle Barns, Shelsley Walsh. An open 
evening is being held on Saturday 18th November. 
Teme Triangle found out more.

Tell us about your background. “As a child I was always motivated to paint 
and draw and with encouragement from my teachers I went on to study art 
which eventually lead to a degree in Fine Art at MMU. I became a full-time 
artist in 1999 after my first solo exhibition in Penzance and ever since then I’ve 
held exhibitions throughout the UK including having paintings accepted for the 
Royal Academy Summer Show and the Royal Society of Artists. I also recently 
learned that one of my paintings has been accepted into the Royal Society of 
Oil Painters’ annual exhibition at the Mall galleries, London.”

What tempted you to come to Worcestershire? “After meeting a lovely lady 
who lives in this area I decided to move here! And after seeing the beautiful 
valley and surrounding hills, decided that it would be a fantastic place to paint. 
The Threshing Barn at Shelsley Walsh was available to rent as a studio which 
is a great space to paint and exhibit my work in so I made the decision to move 
here.”

What are your main inspirations? “I am predominantly a land and seascape 
painter so my inspiration comes from the outdoors. One of the great pleasures 
of painting is to walk and discover new scenes and locations to paint. And I 
often paint on location for this reason. I also like to draw and paint animals 
particularly dogs and horses usually from commission.”

What medium and techniques do you use? “My favourite medium is oils. 
I like to use brush and palette knife to create texture so I use lots of paint! 
Drawing with charcoal is also a versatile medium which I enjoy using a wash 
technique.”

 “As a child I was always motivated to paint 

technique.”

CLIFTON BIG CAROL SING
The Big Carol Sing takes place in St Kenelm’s church in Clifton on 
Saturday 9th December starting at 6.30pm.

Last year St Kenelm’s put together its first Big Carol Sing together with 
our Christmas Tree Festival.  The idea was to give the parish a chance 
to sing together all those wonderful carols, which we all remember, 
but we would be in the warm and have a joyful start to our Christmas 
celebrations.

Ten groups from the Parish decorated small Christmas trees and 
brought them to church on the morning of the Big Carol Sing, during 
a Coffee Morning, so that they could be placed around the church. It 
was a resounding success and so this year we are going for a repeat 
performance.  We have five more groups taking part and so the church 
will be a truly magical sight. Everyone is welcome to come along and join 
in the singing and celebrations. Mulled wine will be served. Look out for 
the banner outside church.

PENSAX THRIFT SHOP 
Thrift Shop will close its doors for the winter break at 11am on Wednesday 
6 December. We would be very grateful if customers could collect any 
of their remaining items by this date as we are unable to store anything 
over the winter. 

Thank you to our volunteers for their hard work over the year and to all 
our customers for their continued support. Even after over forty years 
of trading, Pensax Thrift Shop continues to offer a local outlet for you to 
sell those no-longer-needed items - and you never know what useful and 
unexpected bargains you may find in any of its departments! 

We wish everyone a Happy Christmas and we look forward to seeing 
you when we re-open for our 2018 season on Wednesday 7 March at 
9am.

TEME VALLEY WILDLIFE 
The next meeting of the Teme Valley Wildlife Group is on Thursday 
December 7th when we will be having a short quiz and some festive 
food. The meeting is at 7:30pm in Rochford Village Hall and as always it 
is just £2 on the door and everybody is welcome.
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I like to use brush and palette knife to create texture so I use lots of paint! 
Drawing with charcoal is also a versatile medium which I enjoy using a wash 
technique.”

 “As a child I was always motivated to paint 

technique.”
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How long does it take to complete a typical painting? “Oil paintings are 
usually completed over a few weeks to allow for stages in the drying process. 
I spend quite a lot of time just looking at the painting and making small 
adjustments when needed.”

Do you work principally from real life, photographs or your imagination? 
“Usually a combination of all three! I tend to use photos for reference not to 
copy from and I like to paint plein air. Imagination does play its part which 
painters sometimes call artistic license!”

Tell us about your new gallery. “The building itself is fantastic. I have half of 
the ground floor which is both gallery and studio so visitors can see finished 
paintings and drawings as well as the studio space.”

Are you holding a gallery opening event? 
“Yes. It will be on Saturday 18th November from 
6-9pm. All are welcome, RSVP to me on 01886 
812457 or mail@johnbrenton.co.uk.”

John also paints animals. His gallery is open 
every day from 11am until 5pm, 
www.johnbrenton.co.uk

CLIFTON WI BOOK SALE SUCCESS
Clifton upon Teme WI would like to thank everyone who supported its WI Book 
sale and exchange in the foyer of the Village Hall. This year it raised £72.60 for 
the charity ACWW (Associated Country Women of the World). Good condition 
hard and paper-back books are always welcome. 

Its next meeting is on Tuesday 14th November at 7.30pm at Clifton Village 
Hall. The evening will incorporate Clifton WI’s Annual Meeting followed by a 
Christmas Craft and Decoration demonstration and workshop. Visitors are very 
welcome, as always. 

TEA PARTY MARKS 40 YEARS FOR NORA PARSONS CENTRE
Cakes, balloons and memory-lane conversation were the order of the day at 
a special tea party held in October to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the 
Nora Parsons Centre in Wichenford. More in the Dec/Jan edition of your Teme 
Triangle.

PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
As the latest minutes available from Clifton Parish Council date back to 7th 
September we have not included them in this edition. They are available online 
however; follow the link from our website: www.temetriangle.net. For the next 
meetings of both Clifton Parish Council and the Shelsleys’ Parish Council see 
our Calendar (page 29).

paintings and drawings as well as the studio space.”

GRANDFATHER’S CYCLE RIDE TOTAL FOR CLIFTON SCHOOL 
Clifton schoolboy Dexta Merrick’s grandfather, 
Nigel Hedgcock, has raised a total of £1,750 
for the village school following his epic cycle 
ride from Land’s End to John O’Groats in the 
summer.

Charlotte Merrick, mother of seven-year-old 
Dexta (right), thanked everyone who supported 
her father: “We hope to use the money to make 
improvements to the play area at the school.” 

OFSTED PLAUDIT FOR CLIFTON SCHOOL 
Clifton Primary School has just had another good OFSTED inspection. 
Following a visit last month, the Inspector concluded that the school, last 
inspected in December 2012, ‘continues to be a good school’.

Amongst many other positive attributes, the Inspector commented that 
‘(The Headteacher), staff and Governors have created an environment 
in which every child feels valued’. Also that ‘The children come first 
and are central to the school’s work… an inclusive community where 
innovation is welcomed and every small step to success is celebrated.’ 
Of the pupils, the Inspector noted, ‘Pupils behave well and have positive 
attitudes towards learning… they work hard and support one another 
when working collaboratively. Their manners are impeccable, showing 
courtesy at all times and moving sensibly around the school.’ Good quality 
teaching was found to be a strong aspect of provision at Clifton, and 
findings from the Inspection reflect that ‘..all teachers are very committed 
to ensuring every child receives the highest quality of teaching’, and 
‘effective feedback…enables pupils to address weaknesses in their 
work and make strong progress’.

Headteacher, Cathryn Throup, said “I know that every member of staff 
and every governor is unstinting in their commitment to providing the very 
best quality education for the pupils who attend our school. While we will 
ensure that our school continues to offer high quality teaching, I hope 
that the additional funding received from a boost in pupil numbers from 
the planned housing developments within the village will help to secure 
the future viability of this school, which has served this community since 
1844.”
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NEW FACE AT THE SNUG BEAUTY SALON

Last month The Snug beauty salon at Mill Farm, Stanford 
Bridge, said goodbye to Hayley Parr Twaites, who has moved 
back to her home town in Newcastle to be nearer her family. 
The Snug is delighted however to welcome its new beauty 
therapist, Hannah. 

Owner Hazel Marsh said: “Hannah specialises in 
complementary therapies such as aromatherapy, massage 
and reflexology, alongside a full range of beauty treatments. 
She will be working on Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. 
As a special introductory offer this Autumn she will be offering 
all new clients 20 percent off their first treatment (excluding 
non-surgical face lift). Gift vouchers are also available for 
Christmas. Keep an eye out for some seasonal offers and 
packages that will be arriving soon!”

To book, or for more information, please call 01886 853296 / 
07989 529215.

LOWER SAPEY NEWS with Jane Dallow

By the time you read this we will be in November, the local farmers will be getting 
ready for the shooting season and pheasants will grace our gardens once more. 

The month of November is the season for woolly hats and winter coats. Children 
look forward to Bonfire Night, the annual shout of “penny for the Guy”, orange 
flames against a black sky, toffee apples and sparklers. It is the month that we 
remember those who bravely fought for us and lost their lives in the First World 
War. Attending our local Remembrance Sunday church services gives us a time to 
think of our armed services and all the people who have been affected by war today 
across the world. The British Legion’s red poppies are worn with pride and love, a 
“symbol of remembrance and hope”.

Liz Younge from Harpley is having a sponsored haircut and will be donating the 
money she raises, along with her hair to children’s cancer charity The Little Princess 
Trust. The charity looks to provide a real hair wig free of charge to a child that has 
sadly lost their own hair due to cancer treatment. Liz’s target is to reach £350. If 
you would like to sponsor Liz and help her smash her target you can contact her on 
01886 853 007. More information on The Princess Trust can be found here http://
www.littleprincesses.org.uk/

Notices
Bible Group:  The Ladies Bible Study Group will be held on Tuesday 14th November 

(venue tba).
Church Flowers: Angie Dallow and Barbara Raybould
Church Cleaning: Jane Dallow
Mobile Library:  The mobile library will be coming on Monday 20th November at 10.20am.

CLIFTON COMMUNITY MATTERS
Clifton Community Matters (CCM) would like to thank everyone who has 
responded to their survey and contributed views about how opportunities 
for recreation in the community can be developed. 

John and Ros Wain said “Special thanks go to the people who said 
they would help to run activities but please could you let us know 
who you are! If you live outside the immediate confines of the village 
you may not have been reached by our deliveries, in which case 
apologies.” You can contribute online at www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
CliftonCommunityMatters or ring 01886812958 to request a paper copy. 

The survey is intended to spread awareness of the variety of activities 
which already go on in the community and tap your thoughts on how they 
might be extended to offer opportunities to others, thereby maintaining 
the vibrancy of life in Clifton. If there is something you would like to 
participate in, or even help organise, so much the better. 

To those who prefer to live privately or who are not able to spend much 
time in the village CCM hope you will still be able to support initiatives 
which improve the health (in its widest sense) of the village. Ideally they 
would like everyone’s input so that there is a comprehensive picture of 
villagers’ views.  Please respond by Saturday December 9th

Clifton Community Matters group members (from left) John Wain, Dawn Hollingsworth, 
Jamie Elliot, Jennie Maslin, Will Hollingsworth, Ros Wain. Also in the group, not pictured, 
are Jane Nicol, Clive and Rachel Austin.
 (Photo by Sophia Hollingsworth)
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In November the Royal British Legion leads us in a national act of remembrance for 
those millions killed in the wars in modern times, principally the two world wars. We talk 
of their having given their lives for us who follow but we do not talk of the fact that they 
were actually killed by somebody.

Many of those doing the killing, on both sides, normally adhered to the guidelines of 
Christianity, Judaism or Islam and their actions were driven by the pressures of war 
and instinct of self-preservation. One can only imagine the dilemmas they faced; going 
against the sixth Commandment and taking another human life. It must have been awful 
for them.

In most of our modern lives, the decision to take a life does not arise; thank God! But 
the challenge of living the other Commandments does crash into 21st Century life every 
day. Rising the scale of seriousness, many of us do experience covetousness, lies (both 
white and black), a bit of stealing, committing adultery, taking the Lord’s name in vain 
and, surely, worshipping the gods of consumerism is high up there!  

None of us is perfect but we have been given the Ten Commandments by which to live 
and, to be sure, we can be spared some of the harder decisions in life if we reflect upon 
them and let them guide our lives. We all have consciences. We humans are blessed 
in a way that no other animals are in that respect. We can weigh up right and wrong 
by looking to the Commandments as the route to that conscience and, hopefully, lead 
better lives. 

REVERSE ADVENT - A SEASON TO GIVE

As we approach the start of Advent on Sunday 3rd December, Churches Together in 
the Teme Valley are inviting local folk to take a fresh, ‘giving’ perspective on the usual 
Advent Calendar tradition. 

During Advent many homes have an Advent Calendar; each day opening a window 
and taking out the treat inside. This year Churches Together are inviting people to 
engage in its ‘Reverse Advent Event’ to help give struggling families in Worcester a 
positive start to 2018:

•  Take a cardboard box, wrap in pretty paper or let the children decorate it
•  Each day of Advent, place an item of non-perishable food inside (eg canned 

tomatoes, veg, fish, packets of rice, pasta, soup etc)
•  On Christmas Eve between 10am and 2pm bring your 22 items of food in the box 

to All Saints Church, Shelsley Beauchamp, WR6 6RA. You can enjoy a glass of 
mulled wine and a mince pie while you’re there. Children might also like to see the 
Nativity Stable outside (there is also a Crib Service at 2pm on Christmas Eve)

•  After Christmas Day the boxes will be taken to the Worcester Food Bank for 
distribution to families in need

Church Matters
with Jack Whittenbury

IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE
Christmas Film night at Clifton Village Hall 7pm on Saturday 16th 
December: It's A Wonderful Life (but not for everybody).

Have a break from the madness of Christmas preparations and join us 
for a classic Christmas film, mulled wine and mince pies in aid of Maggs 
Day Centre and Foodbank, two brilliant local charities who help and 
support people in Worcester in crisis. Tickets - donate whatever you can 
afford to be split between the charities.

Additional donations: we will gladly receive food and clothing donations 
(Maggs are asking for men's and women's trousers, jeans, trainers, 
shoes, underwear, T shirts, shirts, jumpers, coats, waterproofs. Foodbank 
are urgently asking for: long life fruit juice, coffee, jam, mash potato, 
washing up liquid, small washing powder, sponge pudding, toothpaste, 
deodorant, shaving foam, razors, tin openers, strong shopping bags, 
Christmas items - Christmas puddings, tinned ham, Christmas cake, 
pickles, crackers, festive treats, shower gel, shampoo, microwave pasta, 
peanut butter). Any queries call Marion Dipple 01886 812539.
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Monday-­‐	
  Friday	
  

9am-­‐3.15pm	
  

	
  Ages	
  2-­‐5	
  

Full&	
  Half	
  Days	
  Available	
  

Indoor	
  &	
  Outdoor	
  Facilities	
  Available	
  

ALSO!	
  

Breakfast	
  Club	
  8am-­‐9am	
  

After	
  School	
  Club	
  3.15pm-­‐6pm	
  

Ages	
  2-­‐13	
  

Martley	
  C	
  of	
  E	
  Primary	
  
School,	
  Martley,	
  Worcester,	
  

WR6	
  6TJ	
  

01886	
  889127	
  

www.martleypreschool.co.uk	
  

Charity	
  number:	
  1056248	
  

Forest	
  School	
  Sessions	
  

Graduate	
  Leader	
  

Open Mondays and Thursdays 9.30am - 3pm for 
good company, refreshments, including a hot lunch, 

board games, and exercises. 
Also on offer a visiting hairdresser, and a podiatrist,
If transport is a problem we can collect you and take 

you home at the end of the day. 
Phone 01886 888374

Monday-Friday
9am-3.15pm

Ages 2-5
Full & Half Days Available

Indoor & Outdoor Facilities Available
ALSO !

Breakfast Club 8am-9am
After School Club 3.15pm-6pm

Ages 2-13

Martley CofE Primary School
Martley Worcester WR6 6TJ

01886 889127
www.martleypreschool.co.uk

Now covering the Teme Valley!

Children’s Party Entertainment
• Birthday  • Christenings

• Weddings   • Events

01886 812421
www.PartytasticEntertainment.co.uk

HUNTLANDS FARM
BED & BREAKFAST
AND UPHOLSTERY

www.huntlandsfarm.co.uk
Tel: 01886 821955 / 07828 286360

OFFERS:
upholstery classes • upholstery commissions

en suite b&b accommodation • wedding venue
all in an idyllic, rural setting on a working farm.
And a self-catering, 6 bedroom farmhouse on an 

adjacent farm, www.moorhallfarm.co.uk

Your hosts, Lucy, a custom upholsterer and 
Stephen, a passionate cook, guarantee you a comfy 

stay with freshly prepared, local food to enjoy.
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For further details,  
please telephone the Manager
 at the Centre 01886 812380

The Village, Clifton-upon-Teme,
Worcester WR6 6DE.

KIT BAMFORD
 

Based at The Birche, Shelsley Beauchamp, a 
special venue with unique ambience for wedding 
ceremonies and other celebrations, as well as other 
outside catering requirements, please call me on: 

01886 812251 or 07801 699597 or 01905 345200
Email: kitbamford@live.co.uk

TAILOR MADE QUALITY MENUS 
FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS

Ombersley Family
Dental Practice
Mrs  Andy Wright B.d.s. (Edin)

A friendly private practice 
specializing in preventive 
dental care for all the 
family in a happy relaxed 
atmosphere.

New patients welcome
Cosmetic treatments including tooth whitening

Sports gum-shields for all ages in  
various colours and designs

Same day emergency appointments
Large car park

Tel: 01905 621881
RACKS LANE, OMBERSLEY,

NR DROITWICH, WORCS. WR9 0EN
www.ombersleyfamilydental.co.uk

SERVICED OFFICES AND WORKSHOPS 
AVAILABLE ON FLEXIBLE  

MONTHLY TERMS
ALSO SMALL INDUSTRIAL UNITS

www.maylite.co.uk
Please contact Kate Shrubb on
01886 888455 for more details

Maylite Trading Estate, Martley WR6 6PQ

HAINES HEATING & PLUMBING
A Friendly local service

Call:  07534 700 932
All aspects covered from dripping taps 

to full heating installations
Office: 01886 812639
Email: alex@haines4heating.co.uk
20 Saxon Close, Clifton upon Teme, WR6 6DL
www.ahainesheating.co.uk
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TAYLORS
CONSERVATORY
CARE
22 Saxon Close
Clifton upon Teme
Worcester WR6 6DL
Mobile: 07801 281821
Tel: 01886 812424
Fax: 01886 812954

Sales • Service • Repair
SUPPLY • INSTALLATION • AFTER SALES CARE • RE-ROOFING

We supply and fit:

Aluminium Windows and Doors • uPVC Windows and Doors
Hardwood and Softwood Windows and Doors

Conservatories in Hardwood / uPVC / Aluminium
PILKINGTON APPROVED INSTALLERS

Agents for Compton Garages & Alton Greenhouses
Please phone for Free Quotation  •  Fence Registration No. 18796

PC Troubles?
• PC problems solved
• Broadband connection set-up
• Home network set-up
• Printer and camera problems solved
• Website design service
• Basic PC training at home

For friendly and local advice and to
book a free consultation contact 

Bernadette Higgins on 07813 302 504
or e-mail: apctrouble@gmail.com  
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Party / Business / Reception / Function

CLIFTON VILLAGE HALL
Three meeting rooms (2 – 120 people)

Modern, well equipped kitchen 
with crockery, glasses etc.

Good parking in central location

Bookings: 01886-812464 / 812238/
812969 / 812335 or

hallshire.com

TEME VALLEY ACCOUNTS
Bookkeeping VAT
PAYE Sage Accounting
Tax Returns Draft Accounts

Contact: Claire on 
Tel: 01584 881708 or 07731 010099

Email: Claire.tva-accounts@outlook.com

TVA

Fisher German (now incorporating Halls Midlands)  
provide a full range of professional services including  

rural property management, renewable energy, commercial, 
planning & building consultancy and property agency.

For professional and confidential advice please call 01905 728444.

fishergerman.co.uk

Anthony Champion 
07974 398854

Tom Dennes
07587 033061

Christian Sanders
07799 697791

Stuart Flint
07501 720422
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fionacarterphysio.co.uk 
Mobile 07712 032998

Email fi.carter.pyf@gmail.com

Physiotherapy for both 
women and men’s health, 
looking holistically at the  

individual, advising on 
key health messages to 

help improve lifestyle and 
well being.

Make Pure Thyme your Time
Reflexology, Massage,

Aromatherapy, manicures 
and pedicures.

Treatments carried out in the beautiful
Teme Valley setting of Pitlands Farm, Clif-

ton-upon-Teme.
Please enquire about gift vouchers,  

home visits and pamper parties.

Julia Haywood
01886 812623/ 07964 176747

info@purethyme.co.uk
www.purethyme.co.uk

Follow us on Twitter and Facebook

Set in beautiful surroundings
(with french windows leading onto terrace)

Close to the river and hillclimb

Well equipped kitchen • Bar available

Ideal for meetings, dances, parties etc.

VERY REASONABLE RATES

Contact for bookings 

Carol 01886 812180  
carolsmith321@outlook.com

F O R  H I R E

S H E L S L E Y

BED & 
BREAKFAST 
Accommodation at Frith Common

in the scenic Teme Valley
Tel: 01584 881190

marionmorris20@gmail.com
www.temevalleybandb.co.uk

Professional painter & decorator 
in Clifton-upon-Teme

Interior & exterior, from a single room to a whole house

Tel 01886 812168 / 07759 298754
E-mail paulthepainter23@msn.com

Paul the Painter
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LIZ WHITTAKER
Lady driver:  Mercedes E-Class: 

Airport/Seaport • Hotel Transfers • School Runs 
Business/Corporate • Long & Short Journeys

7 seater available • Competitive Prices
07814 006179

Airport/Seaport • Hotel Transfers • School Runs 

October 6th Dan Greenaway, 
October 7th and 8th pop up pub night

November 3rd November Toby Charles 
and November 4th pop up pub night

December 1st Big Sister and 
December 2nd pop up pub night

Opening times: Fridays 5pm till midnight, 
Saturdays 12noon till midnight

the snug
beauty & therapies
revitalise & relax at mill farm

stanford bridge WR6 6SG

01886 853296 • 07989 529215
please call for an appointment

latest technology in non-surgical facelift, oxygen facials & glycopeels
phone us to book a complimentary demo

FUTURE 
EVENTS:

Opening Times:

Mon - Fri 9.00am - 6.00pm
Saturday 9.00am - 5.00pm
Sunday 9.00am - 1.00pm

Daily newspapers and milk, Swifts bread, 
Local Meats, Pies, Cheeses and Produce, 
Bowketts products, Tanners wines, Ales 

and General groceries

Telephone: 01886 853 596

MILL FARM, STANFORD BRIDGE
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Business/Corporate • Long & Short Journeys

7 seater available • Competitive Prices
07814 006179

Airport/Seaport • Hotel Transfers • School Runs 

October 6th Dan Greenaway, 
October 7th and 8th pop up pub night

November 3rd November Toby Charles 
and November 4th pop up pub night

December 1st Big Sister and 
December 2nd pop up pub night

Opening times: Fridays 5pm till midnight, 
Saturdays 12noon till midnight

the snug
beauty & therapies
revitalise & relax at mill farm

stanford bridge WR6 6SG

01886 853296 • 07989 529215
please call for an appointment

latest technology in non-surgical facelift, oxygen facials & glycopeels
phone us to book a complimentary demo

FUTURE 
EVENTS:

Opening Times:

Mon - Fri 9.00am - 6.00pm
Saturday 9.00am - 5.00pm
Sunday 9.00am - 1.00pm

Daily newspapers and milk, Swifts bread, 
Local Meats, Pies, Cheeses and Produce, 
Bowketts products, Tanners wines, Ales 

and General groceries

Telephone: 01886 853 596

MILL FARM, STANFORD BRIDGE
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LOCAL GROWER HELPS BRITISH FLOWERS TO BLOSSOM

Shelsley Beauchamp-based 
Shelsley Herbs & Flowers was 
launched in 2015 and offers 
locally grown, natural flowers, 
herbs and floral arrangements. 
Its flowers are now available to 
buy at Checketts of Ombersley. 
Owner Kate Hurst tells Teme 
Triangle how the business 
helps to promote British-grown 
flowers UK-wide.

“We are part of Flowers From 
The Farm, a nationwide 
network of cut flower growers. 
We work together to promote 
British-grown flowers. Working 
together gives us strength 
and allows us to advertise the 
glories of British cut flowers 
country-wide. 

Set up in 2011 it now has 500 
members – mostly small flower 
growers scattered around the 
countryside.

Over 95% of the flowers we 
buy in this country are imported 
mostly from Holland but many 
come from Columbia, Egypt, 
Mexico and then onto the Dutch 
markets before finally reaching 
us. 

There are probably only about 
20 big flower growers in this 
country, and none on the scale 
that they have in Holland where 
it is heavily subsidised.  

Set up in 2011 it now has 500 
members – mostly small flower 
growers scattered around the 
countryside.

Over 95% of the flowers we 
buy in this country are imported 
mostly from Holland but many 
come from Columbia, Egypt, 
Mexico and then onto the Dutch 
markets before finally reaching 
us. 

There are probably only about 
20 big flower growers in this 
country, and none on the scale 
that they have in Holland where 
it is heavily subsidised.  

Church Matters
  by Rev Canon David Sherwin

 
Christmas 2017      God with us

Advertising has been a part of life for a long time and will 
continue to be so but I was struck by the latest Christmas 
adverts that some stores have been using to promote the season. The most 
controversial I have seen elicited an apology from the sponsor, the bakers, 
Greggs, who had the wise men kneeling before a manger which was a sausage 
roll, bad taste indeed on many levels, yet at least there was some reference to 
the Biblical Christmas story. The John Lewis advert also created a buzz with 
its ‘Moz the monster’ who hides under a little boy’s bed, at first frightening him 
then becoming his friend. I was left wondering what it was they were trying to 
promote.

The Church of England has its own advertising campaigns and as you would 
expect its Christmas campaign is focusing on the phrase from Matthew’s 
Gospel, which the angel says to Joseph,

Matt 1:23; You will call his name Emmanuel, which means God is with us.

The overriding message of most adverts for Christmas are that you need 
plenty of supplies to feed the family and friends with whom you will be enjoying 
Christmas. However, that is not quite true for everyone is it? For we may have 
loved ones who are away from home or working over the Christmas holidays. 
For others we will be thinking of loved ones who we remember with love who 
now reside in eternity. All these people are in our hearts though not ‘with us’. 

The truth of the biblical Christmas story should bring us ‘comfort and joy’ as the 
carol says, 
  O tidings of comfort and joy 

These gifts of joy and comfort come to us in the one who was proclaimed as 
‘God with us’, Jesus. Whether we are surrounded by family or with a few friends 
or are alone this Christmas we can all know the one who was laid in the manger, 
Jesus is with us, he is not under the bed and scary but is a friend and saviour 
for us all.

God Bless you all with the peace of the Christ Child and may you know Christ 
with you through all you face in the coming year.
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Choosing flowers that have been grown in this country is not only more 
environmentally friendly, but can provide you with a wider choice of flowers 
– they don’t have to travel so you can choose more delicate flowers. Flowers 
like Californian and Icelandic Poppies last 4-5 days in water but will not travel, 
the same as many Scabiosa. Buying British does of course mean that you 
have to be very aware of the seasons – we are so used to buying lilies and 
chrysanthemums all year round but if you buy British they would only really be 
available in July and October. Choosing to buy locally grown seasonal flowers 
is all about embracing the seasons and letting the flowers do their own thing.

Flowers From The Farm 
regularly promotes British 
flowers and countryside and 
flower shows around the 
country. The most recent 
was at the Malvern Autumn 
show where we won a Gold, 
and Shrewsbury Flower 
Show where we won a large 
Gold and the illustrious 
Raymond Evison trophy for 
most original display. 

Our ‘Little House on the 
Prairie’ stand at Shrewsbury 
was designed and created 
by Gilliflower of Wem with 
Shelsley Herbs & Flowers 
and featured a floral vintage 
suitcase, sweet peas in 
a potty, ten green bottles 
hanging on a wall and a 
Maize arch all provided by 
local growers.”  

Kate at Shelsley Herbs & 
Flowers can be contacted 
at 01886 812184 or kate@
shelsleyherbsflowers.co.uk

LOWER SAPEY NEWS
Here we are again looking forward to that most joyous time of year - Christmas.  
We are well ahead with planning our carol service and this year we look forward 
to welcoming Revd. David Sherwin for the first time as our leader. CAROL 
SERVICE SUNDAY 17th DECEMBER at 3PM. It will be our traditional ‘nine 
lessons and carols’ service to be followed of course by punch and mince pies 
and lots of invigorating conversation!

During our harvest service Des Robson told us about the successful ‘reverse 
advent’ organised by Shelsley Beauchamp last year.  We were enthused and 
decided to follow the example at St Bartholomew’s and to take our offerings to 
Shelsley on Christmas Eve as invited. Let us remember then to get decorating a 
box and and drop an item of tinned or bottled food or some toiletries in. We will 
have a large box in church if you would prefer to contribute that way. We shall 
also have our usual Christmas card collection boxes in church for ‘posting’ our 
cards for friends to collect. HAPPY CHRISTMAS - that’s the first time I’ve said 
that this year!

Our Ladies Bible Study group will be enjoying our Christmas shopping and 
lunch outing again in December - venue to be decided. In January we shall 
meet as usual on the second Tuesday of the month at 2pm. Venue also to be 
arranged. We haven’t yet had dates for our Mobile Library visit in December 
and January - word of mouth will suffice.

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS for the church will be in the charge of Dot who 
has asked us all to think greenery with berries where possible, to lie flat in the 
windows to be joined by large candles (which are in hand). We will as usual 
all meet to decorate and possibly sing a bit on Saturday morning the 16th 
December. See you there! Please remember to bring along some mince pies 
on Sunday for the carol service. 

CHURCH CLEANING for December will be in the care of Suzanne Richards 
followed in January by Dot Millward. FLOWERS in January are for Margaret 
Griffiths followed by Suzanne Richards.

CHURCH SERVICES FOR DECEMBER
3rd Morning Prayer first Sunday in Advent 10.30
10th Methodist Holy Communion 10.30
17th CAROL SERVICE AT 3PM
Monday 25th Christmas Day Holy Communion at 11am
Sunday 31st December 10.30 New Year’s Eve Holy Communion at St Mary 
Magdalene at Broadwas 
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CLIFTON SCHOOL FASHION SHOW & CLOTHING SALE
A Ladies Fashion Show and Clothing Sale in aid of Clifton School PTA is 
being held at the Cob House, Wichenford on Tuesday 7th November, from 
7pm (show 7.30pm). The event, presented by Colours (Fun)draising Fashion 
Shows, includes brands such as M&S, Wallis, Oasis, Next, Monsoon, Coast 
and Jaeger and includes a High Street clothing sale offering 50% & more off 
RRP (cash or cheque sales only). There is also a raffle. 

Tickets £6 each or £5 for three or more. Tickets from The Cob House, Charlie 
07496 394731 or Sarah 07740 338157.

THE SHELSLEYS GARDENING CLUB 
On Wednesday 8th November at 7.30pm in Clifton Village Hall the Shelsleys 
Gardening Club welcomes back Roger Umpleby who is giving a talk on ‘The 
Wonder of Wild Flowers’ - a knowledgeable and entertaining speaker with 
wonderful photographs. Last year attendees heard about the plants of New 
Zealand; this year the theme is nearer to home. 

As usual visitors and new members are very welcome. For more information 
call Norah Tomkinson 01299 890030.

THE ARTS SOCIETY TEME VALLEY 
The Arts Society Teme Valley is holding an illustrated lecture at Ludlow Assembly 
Rooms on Wednesday 15th November at 2.15pm. On the theme of ‘Indians, 
Buffalo and Storms: The American West in Nineteenth Century Art’, the lecture 
tells the story of migration to the American West, illustrated in paintings by 
artists who followed it. 

Visitors welcome, entry £8.

TEME VALLEY WILDLIFE
The next meeting of the Teme Valley Wildlife Group is on Thursday 9th 
November at Rochford Village Hall, 7.30pm. The speaker will be Jim Almond 
who will be talking about Shropshire wildlife. Entry £2 on the door, everyone 
welcome.

For a full list of upcoming events, see our Calendar (page 29).

Upcoming Events
NORA PARSONS CENTRE
The Nora Parsons Day Centre celebrated 
its 40th Anniversary with a well-attended 
tea party in October.  All the helpers had 
been hard at work baking cakes and 
savouries in readiness for the occasion; 
tables laid, decorations in place, balloons 
blown up, sandwiches made and the sun 
came out just in time for the arrival of our 
guests. 

Chairman, Reverend Canon David Sherwin welcomed everyone and 
gave a brief history of how the centre was set up. A presentation was 
made to Margaret Johnson, for her 40 years of volunteering. Margaret 
remembers fundraising with Nora Parsons to help set up the Centre 40 
years ago, and at 91 is still at the centre every week, arranging the drivers’ 
rota, serving lunches and calling the bingo. Quite an achievement and 
I’m sure Nora would be very proud of her!

We had a splendid array of sandwiches, sausage rolls, cream scones 
and a vast selection of cakes. Indeed we were able to send everyone 
home with a ‘doggy bag’ of goodies.

We look forward, with the continued help of volunteers to run the Centre, 
to providing a place for the elderly folk in our communities, to socialise 
with others, for many more years to come. 

SHELSLEY PHOTOGRAPHER’S 2018 CALENDARS
Shelsley Beauchamp-based photographer Michael Whitefoot has 
produced three 2018 wall calendars featuring photos of popular local 
landscapes and landmarks. His ‘Worcester’, ‘Worcestershire’ and 
‘Worcester Cathedral’ calendars include images such as the Malvern 
Hills, Pershore Abbey, Worcester Cathedral and of course the Teme 
Valley near Shelsley Beauchamp. Previously a local businessman, 
Michael has focused on photography for the past seven years and has 
won several competitions for his landscape and sports-based work. 
His 2018 calendars (including card envelope) usually retail at £7, but 
readers of Teme Triangle can get a 28% discount. Call Michael on 01886 
812779 to order at £5, quoting Teme Triangle. Stockist enquiries are also 
welcome
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SHELSLEYS’ VILLAGE HALL CHRISTMAS FAIR 
Come and start your Christmas shopping, enjoy coffee and cake, and 
socialise with friends at the Shelsleys’ Village Hall Christmas Fair on  
Saturday 11th November, 10am – 1pm. Enticing stalls include crafts, cards, 
beauty products, candles, preserves, carvings and more. Refreshments 
include tea, coffee, home-made cakes, mince pies and bacon baps. For more 
information contact Carol Smith on 01886 812180.

The following Coffee Morning at the Shelsleys’ Village Hall is on Saturday 2nd 
December, 10am – 12 noon, including cakes, bacon baps, bric-a-brac, plants 
and tombola. Everyone welcome.

NORA PARSONS CENTRE CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
The Nora Parsons Centre’s Christmas Fayre is being held at The Venn Lane, 
Wichenford on Saturday 25th November, 1pm – 4pm. With Christmas cards, 
home-made cakes, preserves and produce, a tombola, bric-a-brac stall, raffle, 
‘Guess the weight of the cake’, seasonal plants and wreaths and more, an 
enjoyable afternoon of shopping is in store. Contact Pam Morgan
pamelamorgan272@btinternet.com for more details. 

ST KENELM’S BIG CAROL SING 
The ‘Big Carol Sing’ held by St Kenelm’s Church, Clifton upon Teme last year 
was a resounding success, as were the wonderfully decorated Christmas 
Trees from the various groups in the village. This year the event will be held on 
Saturday 9th December, starting at 6.30pm with mulled wine and refreshments. 
Once again a Coffee Morning will be held in church on the morning of the event, 
so that groups can bring along their decorated trees in time for the evening. If 
your group would like to be involved this year, please contact Barbara C Seeley 
on 01886 812763 / barbarachristineseeley@yahoo.co.uk or Nigel Roberts at 
robertslake@aol.com. The organisers will be in touch with those groups who 
took part last year, hoping you will want to be involved again.

CHRISTMAS FLORISTRY WORKSHOPS
Why not explore your creative side this Christmas at a festive Christmas Floristry 
Workshop being run by florist Claire Hodgkins at Hallow Village Hall. The two-
hour sessions offer the chance to make a beautiful Christmas wreath or table 
arrangement, with fresh seasonal foliage, material, destive drinks, nibbles and 
treats all included. All abilities welcome. Tickets £45 each workshop. To book 
contact Claire and Rachel on 07870 285987.
•  Christmas Wreath Workshop, Saturday 9th December, 9.30 – 11.30am
•  Christmas Table Arrangement Workshop, Sunday 17th December 2.30 – 4.30pm

Christmas EventsCHANGE OF SERVICE TIMES FOR ST KENELMS, CLIFTON
As you may well be aware since the retirement of Rev John Sumner 
over a year ago now the services at Clifton, the Shelsleys and 
Lower Sapey have been covered by the staff of the Worcestershire 
West Rural Team.

Whilst some services are covered by Lay Readers and others, 
services of Holy Communion need an ordained Priest to celebrate. 
With less priests now available to help cover these services there 
is a need to adjust service times at St Kenelm’s to enable the 
celebrants to travel between services.

This means that from January to save confusion about service 
times also, the services at St Kenelm’s will now begin at 10.30am 
on the first second and third Sundays of the month, with the fourth 
still being held at 6.30pm.

This decision was made with the agreement of the Parochial 
Church Council and clergy team.

Thank you for your understanding in this matter we look forward to 
seeing you at a service in the near future.  God bless
  Rev Canon David Sherwin, Team Rector and the PCC.

SHELSLEYS GARDENING CLUB
The next meeting of the Shelsleys Gardening Club is on Wednesday, 13 
December, in Clifton village hall. The speaker is Adrian James who has 
been to the group several times before. The subject of his talk is yet to 
be announced but as ever his lecture will be accompanied by splendid 
photographs of plants and places.  Contact Norah Tomkinson 01299 890 
030 for further details.

SPONSORED HAIRCUT FOR CHILDREN’S CHARITY
Liz Younge from Harpley is having a sponsored haircut and will be 
donating the money she raises, along with her hair to children's cancer 
charity The Little Princess Trust which provides a real hair wig free of 
charge to a child that has lost their own hair due to cancer treatment. To 
sponsor Liz and help her reach her target of £350 contact her on 01886 
853007. 
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Suppliers and Installers of:
Aluminium Windows
Aluminium Bi-Folding Doors
Hardwood and Softwood Bespoke Timber Windows, 
Doors and Conservatories including 
Grade I and Grade II listed 
Secondary Glazing and Replacement Sealed Glass Units
UPVC Windows, Doors and Conservatories
Garage Doors, Fascia and Soffits 
We now also specialise in small building projects including 
carpentry and joinery
PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE NO
OBLIGATION QUOTATION

Haven Nurseries
Bank Road
Little Witley
Nr Worcester
WR6 6LR

Tel: 07966-804007 
Tel/Fax: 01886-888024
VAT No: 824 6536 21

J & S Trade Supplies

Partners: JT Bull & SR Bull
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Specialist valuations of Antiques,
Fine Art and House contents for:

Probate/Inheritance tax,
Sale by Auction, Marital Separation

Sales by auction arranged
House clearance service available

www.adrianmackwell.com

LEE JAMES
CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Qualified and experienced in all aspects of carpentry

SERVICING OF

AGA... 
RAYBURN...

OIL FIRED STOVES...
CENTRAL HEATING 

BOILERS
––––––––––––––––––––––––––

MIKE TINGEY
OFTEC ASSESSED PROFESSIONAL

SERVICE ENGINEER
Fully insured

Tel: 07974 983 133
Email: miketingey.mt@gmail.com

LOCAL PILATES 
CLASSES EVERY DAY 
including Whitbourne, Martley and
Hanley Broadheath on Tuesday’s

Please contact Sue Bratton for more 
details or to book a place 07974 343609
or sue-bratton@tiscali.co.uk

Beautiful, fragrant, locally grown  
floral arrangements for all occasions

kate@shelsleyherbsflowers.co.uk
01886 812184   07887 706147
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TEME VALLEY WILDLIFE with Stephanie Mocroft

In September the Teme Valley Wildlife Group was most fortunate in having 
Mike Averill, Worcestershire’s foremost dragonfly expert, to lead our Sunday 
walk. Mike told us what to look for when identifying the County’s dragonflies 
and shared with us his very extensive knowledge of natural history. Despite 
overcast skies we saw brown hawker and common darter on the wing and 
enjoyed hunting for otter footprints in soft streamside mud where Mike had 
come across them on a previous visit. Our young members were enthused by 
Mike’s tales of the largest dragonflies in the world and some new members 
enjoyed seeing a new bit (for them) of the Teme Valley.

The circular walk took in a number of pools and followed footpaths close to my 
home. On the return leg one of our members spotted a plant in the hedgerow 
and asked me its name. Stumped, I had to confess that I didn’t know what it 
was, and I then recalled with embarrassment that a similar walk I had devised 
to show off the Teme Valley to the visiting Bridgnorth Naturalists’ Society, back 
in April, had gone past the same plant, eliciting the same question!

There was nothing for it but to get out the textbooks and track it down. It 
grows either side of a hedge boundary between an apple orchard and a sheep 
pasture. I had vaguely thought that it might be some sort of garden escape, 
but the truth was far more interesting. It turned out to be quite an uncommon 
plant, not native to Britain, a clump-forming perennial called Dwarf Elder. Its 
leaves are very similar to the common elder, but the stems are less woody and 
grow to only three feet high. Like elderberry it has black berries, but instead of 
hanging down in generous bunches they are stuck, rather sparsely, on the ends 
of short, red, upward-pointing stalks. Dwarf Elder has another name. Thought 
to have been introduced into Britain during the ninth century AD, it is also called 
Danewort. Perhaps because of its red-coloured stems, tradition has it that it 
springs up at a place where the blood of a vanquished Danish invader has been 
spilled. Other local names are Dane’s Blood and Dane Weed. 

Edited Minutes of Clifton Parish Council Meeting: 5th October 2017

Present: M Newman (Chairman); W Bradley; N Parkinson; B Yarnold; H Winer.
Apologies: R Henry; A. Bradley (Tree Warden); County Councillor K Pollock
In Attendance: District Councillor C Palethorpe; R Wilks (RA-Lengthsman); J Hill (Clerk)

Malvern Hills District Councillor Caroline Palethorpe reminded the Council and residents that she 
still had a small amount of monies left from the ward budget scheme and encouraged applications 
for funding. Her report had been circulated to members prior to the meeting; there were no queries 
in relation to that report.

Planning: Details of Decision Notices: Application No: 17/01190/FUL Proposal: Erection of two 
holiday log cabins and change of use of land for location of two mobile log pods. Location: Salford
Court Farm, Clifton upon Teme, Worcester, WR6 6EW. Applicant: J E Yeomans and Son. MHDC 
approved the application on 28th September 2017.

Application No: 17/00481/LB Proposal: Replacement of existing single glazed timber windows 
with (18) double glazed timber windows. Location: Hope Mill, Hollybush Lane, Clifton upon Teme, 
Worcester, WR6 6HE. Applicant: Miss Lesley Blackman. MHDC approved the application on 18th
September 2017.

Following public consultation earlier in the year, the South Worcestershire Councils (Malvern Hills 
District, Worcester City and Wychavon District) had adopted the South Worcestershire Planning for
Health Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) at their relevant committee meetings with effect 
from the 21 September 2017

Proposed extension to 30mph speed limit, Traffic Regulation Order, Pound Lane.

Highways and Byways
Lengthsman: RA reported there no problems with the roadways in the Parish; he still held stocks 
of salt/grit so no requirement to order more; difficulty improving pavement between Church and 
Post Box on the village boundary as very little pathway (Clerk to contact CCllr Pollock and request 
assistance with funding and for him to request that Highways widen the pathway by reducing the 
size of the verge)

Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group
Cllr Winer and Cllr Newman attended the count as Parish Council representatives.
HW informed Members that a referendum vote in favour of adoption would entail the Clifton upon Teme 
Neighbourhood Plan becoming part of MHDC statutory planning 
documentation.

Defibrillator
Members resolved (MN/WB) to fund the cost of a cabinet in the sum of £35.00.

Play Area
a) Members resolved (MN/BY) that three soil mounds along the bike zig-zag be removed: the spoil
to be used to in-fill dips in other areas of the field
b) Members noted with thanks feedback from Clifton Community Matters consultation with parish 
children re future provision of equipment.

Village Green
a) MN reported that Rural Reels had been given on-going permission to place a sign on the green
to advertise future screenings one week before the event.
b) BY to consult local tree surgeons re an informal opinion re the chestnut tree on the green.
Next meeting: Thursday, 7th December at 7.40pm in the village hall.
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The Danes attacked Anglo-Saxon Britain from the late eighth to the ninth 
centuries and carried out raids on its heartlands by sailing up the River Severn. 
Worcester was raided on many occasions and there is an old story that a Dane 
was caught carrying away a chalice stolen from the cathedral. He was stopped, 
flayed alive and his skin was nailed to the cathedral door, where it remained 
for many years. It may be a legend, and a bloody one at that, but recent DNA 
analysis bears out the possible truth of the story. In the Teme Valley the Danes 
were said to have reached Eastham and Rochford (Danish names are recorded 
in the Domesday Book by a later Norman administration) but it was said that 
they did not cross to the north of the Teme. My plant lies within Lindridge, north 
of, but in sight of, the river, so who knows? Maybe a slain warrior really does 
lie in the ground beneath what is now quite a luxuriant clump of Dwarf Elder.  

For up-to-date information on what wildlife is being seen in the area, or to 
share your sightings, visit the Teme Valley Wildlife Facebook page. The group 
normally holds meetings on the second Thursday of the month. Call 01584 
881397 or email zeunie@hotmail.com for more details.

Autumn rainbow from New Mill Bridge at Shelsley Beauchamp, 
taken by local photographer Michael Whitefoot

Edited Minutes of The Shelsleys Parish Council Meeting: November 7th
Present: Present: Mr Cassian Roberts (Chairman), Mr J Stinton, Mr William 
Sutherland, Mr D Styles, Mr B Hart, K Metcalfe and Mr D Bates. In Attendance:
Clerk (Mrs J Speyer) and 1 member of the public.
.
Affordable Housing: The Council had been approached by a resident seeking
local affordable housing within the parish. Information received from Housing 
Development Officer Emma Jordan states that there is no local authority housing
within the parish. Seven bungalows and six houses are owned by Fortis Housing.
There are two households on the waiting list for properties. Members discussed
the previous Housing Needs Survey undertaken in 2009 and the possibility of a
new survey to ascertain current need was discussed. The cost of this would be
£605.30. A decision on whether to proceed will be made at the next meeting but
Councillors were of the opinion that undertaking a new a survey would be 
unlikely.

Highways, Footpaths and Lengthsman: WCC reports on highways matters.
The highways damage on Camp Lane has been inspected. The new WCC 
Lengthsman Manager has sent details of new a payment procedure which asks
for invoices to be sent to WCC monthly. The Parish Council meets bi-monthly 
so this will not be possible. The Clerk will write to WCC to explain the situation.
Winter Newsletter. It was agreed to purchase two tonnes of rock salt. Notification
of Pard House Lane closure received. This will be from 4th December 2017 
for approximately five days. The Lengthsman’s worksheets for September and 
October were approved. The Lengthsman reported no immediate problems. He
will clear the weeds of the Stanford Bridge footbridge and any work required 
after the bridge works at New Mill have been completed.

Budget: The preliminary figures prepared by the Clerk to determine the level 
of the precept for 2018/19 were accepted. The indication is for the Precept to 
remain the same at £4,000

Village Hall Management Committee: The Chairman had been contacted as
there was some discussion about grass cutting. This is not a Parish Council 
matter and the VHMC must resolve it. A note was left in the Village Hall from 
Churches Together in the Teme Valley thanking both the Parish Council for 
allowing tables to be set for an event on the 8th November and the VHMC for 
its excellent facilities and cleanliness.

Next meeting: Tuesday, January 9th 2018 at 7pm in the village hall.

To view the full minutes and agenda online go to the WCC website. and look at
The Shelsleys. http://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/myparish
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IT’S PUDDING TIME! ADD FLAVOUR TO STIR-UP SUNDAY WITH YOUR 
TEME VALLEY APPLES 

Sunday, 26 November 2017 is the 
Sunday before Advent and ‘Stir-up 
Sunday’ – the traditional day to put 
on your apron and gather family or 
friends to make a Christmas pudding! 
The following recipe, published by 
Tesco Real Food, includes a Bramley 
apple – perhaps a chance to add your 
own Teme Valley produce to the mix.

Ingredients
110g (3 3/4oz) suet
110g (3 3/4oz) white breadcrumbs
1 tsp mixed spice
1/2 tsp ground nutmeg
225g (8oz) dark brown sugar
1 clementine, zested
1 lemon, zested
25g (1oz) blanched almonds
25g (1oz) candied peel

Method
•  Place the suet, breadcrumbs, spices, sugar, citrus zest, almonds, dried fruit and 

apple in a large bowl and combine well. Whisk together the Guinness, brandy and 
eggs, then pour this into the fruit mixture and mix again really thoroughly (this is 
where you can get the family involved, each member stirring and making a wish!) 
Cover and leave to stand overnight

•  Sift in the flour and mix thoroughly before spooning in to a 1.2 litre (2pt) basin. 
Cover the top with a circle of greaseproof paper and then cover with another 
larger piece that has a fold in the middle, which enables to pudding to expand. Tie 
round the rim of the basin with string. Repeat with a piece of foil, tying with string

•  Put in a large pan. Use a trivet or, if you don’t have one, something small such 
as a saucer to prevent the pudding from touching the base of the pan and getting 
too hot. Then pour in boiling water to at least halfway up the side of the basin. 
Steam for 8 hours, over a low heat, checking from time to time as you will need 
to top up the water

•  After 8 hours, remove from the pan and store somewhere cool until Christmas. To 
eat the pudding, steam as above in step 4, for 2 hours. Carefully remove from the 
pan, then remove the foil and paper and invert onto a plate to serve

100g (3 1/2oz) sultanas
100g (3 1/2oz) raisins
250g (8 3/4oz) currants
50g (2oz) dried cranberries
1 Bramley apple, cored and diced
150ml (5fl oz) Guinness
2 tbsp brandy
2 eggs
50g (2oz) self-raising flour, sifted

The National Archives UK 
(Making the Empire Christmas Pudding)



Services for December 2017/January 2018
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CALENDAR

NOVEMBER

2  Clifton upon Teme Parish Council Meeting, Clifton Village Hall, 
7.40pm

4  Rural Reels film: Hidden Figures, Clifton Village Hall, 7pm

7  Shelsleys’ Parish Council Meeting, Shelsleys’ Village Hall, 7pm

7  Ladies Fashion Show & Clothing Sale (Clifton School PTA),  
Cob House, Wichenford, 7pm

8  Clifton Home Group Revival meeting, The Rectory, 7.30pm

8 St Kenelm’s Home Group Revival meeting, Clifton Rectory, 7.30pm

8  Teme Valley Talk with Hannah & Joshua De Lisle,  
Shelsleys’ Village Hall, 7-9pm

8  Shelsleys’ Gardening Club, The Wonder of Wild Flowers,  
Clifton Village Hall, 7.30pm

9 Teme Valley Wildlife Group, Rochford Village Hall, 7.30pm

11 Shelsleys’ Village Hall Christmas Fair, 10am – 1pm

14  Clifton upon Teme WI meeting and Christmas decoration workshop, 
Clifton Village Hall,  7.30pm

14  Lower Sapey Ladies Bible Study Group, venue / time tba

15  The Arts Society Teme Valley Lecture, Ludlow Assembly Rooms, 
2.15pm

18  John Brenton Gallery Opening Event, Homme Castle Barns,  
6 – 9pm

25 Nora Parsons Centre Christmas Fayre, Wichenford, 1 – 4pm

25 Rural Reels film: The Viceroy’s House, Clifton Village Hall, 7pm

DECEMBER

2 Shelsleys’ Village Hall Coffee Morning, 10am – 12noon 

9 St Kenelm’s Church ‘Big Carol Sing’, Clifton upon Teme, 6.30pm

12 Clifton WI Christmas party, Clifton Village Hall, 7.30pm

13  Shelsleys’ Gardening Club with Adrian James, Clifton Village Hall, 
7.30pm



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

December
2 Shelsleys Village Hall Coffee Morning, 10am – 12noon
3 Girl Guiding Christmas Fayre, Clifton VH 10am-1pm
7 Teme Valley Wildlife Group meeting, Rochford VH 7.30pm
7 Clifton Parish Council meeting VH 7.40pm 
9 St Kenelm’s Big Carol Sing, 6.30pm
12 Clifton WI Christmas Party VH 7.30pm
13 Gardening Club: Adrian James, Clifton VH, 7.30pm 
16 It’s A Wonderful Life screening, Clifton VH 7.30pm
20 Clifton Friendship Club Christmas lunch, VH 12noon

January
9 Shelsleys Parish Council meeting, VH 7pm 
17  Clifton Friendship Club:  

Remembering the Swinging 60s VH 
27 Rural Reels film: Dunkirk Clifton VH 7pm 

February
3 Clifton & Harpley Litter Pick: meet at Lion Inn 2pm
24 Rural Reels film: (tba) Clifton VH 7pm

SHELSLEYS TABLE-TOP SALES & COFFEE MORNINGS
The Shelsleys’ Christmas Fair last month was a huge success, raising 
£591.79 for the Village Hall. Many thanks to all the stallholders and also 
everybody who contributed and participated to make it such a success. 
The raffle was kindly drawn by John Stinton, Chairman of the Village 
Hall. Raffle prize winners have been posted on the notice boards outside 
the hall. 

Tabletop sales starting in the New Year (once a month, not January). 
Anyone wishing to book a table should contact Carol Smith on 01886 
812180. Tabletop sales take place on the first Saturday of every month: 
3rd February, 3rd March, 7th April, 5th May, 2nd June, 7th July, 4th 
August, 1st September, 6th October, 1st December 2018 (10th Nov 
Christmas Fair). Anybody interested in a Pilates class please ring Carol.
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NOVEMBER CHURCH SERVICES

November 2017

Wednesday 1st 10.00am Pushchair Praise St Kenelm, Clifton

10.00am Morning Prayer St Kenelm, Clifton

10.30am Morning Prayer

10.30am Quiet Reflection

Tuesday 7th 9.00am Morning Prayer

10.30am Remembrance Service St Kenelm, Clifton

10.30am Remembrance Service

10.30am Methodist Remembrance Service

Tuesday 14th 9.00am Morning Prayer St Kenelm, Clifton

Wednesday 15th 7.30pm Time for Time Out St Kenelm, Clifton

8.00am Holy Communion St Kenelm, Clifton

10.30am COME Family Service St Kenelm, Clifton

10.30am Family Service with Baptisms

Tuesday 21st 9.00am Morning Prayer

10.30am Holy Communion

10.30am Circle Service

6.30pm Evensong St Kenelm, Clifton

Monday 27th 9.00am Morning Prayer St Kenelm, Clifton

Tuesday 28th 9.00am Morning Prayer

Contact Details:

Services in the parishes of Clifton, The Shelsleys and Lower Sapey (Harpley)

Sunday 5th November
 4th Before Advent

All Saints
St Bartholomew, Harpley

All Saints, Shelsley Beauchamp

All Saints, Shelsley Beauchamp

Sunday 12th November
                   3rd Before

Advent
Remembrance

All Saints, Shelsley Beauchamp

St Bartholomew, Harpley

Sunday 19th November
                2nd Before

Advent

St Bartholomew, Harpley

St Bartholomew, Harpley

Sunday 26th November
                 Next Before
Advent     Christ The

King

All Saints, Shelsley Beauchamp

St Bartholomew, Harpley

St Andrew, Shelsley Walsh

Revd Canon David Sherwin (Team Rector & Rural Dean) Tel: 01886 888664  Email: davidwin56@aol.com

Revd Anne Potter (Team Vicar) Tel: 01886 832355  Email: revannepotter@gmail.com 

Revd Becky Elliott (Curate) Tel: 01886 812451  Email: revrebeccaelliott@btinternet.com

Churchwardens Clifton: Barbara Seeley 01886 812763 and Alana Cooper 01886 812520

Churchwarden Lower Sapey: Candy Connolly 01886 853248

Churchwarden The Shelsleys: Jane Froggatt 01886 812215

Parish Email: cliftonrectory@wwrt.org.uk         Website: www.wwrt.org.uk



Shelsley photographer Michael 
Whitefoot, right, with his 2018 
calendars (see offer for Teme 
Triangle readers on page 18)

Clifton’s telephone box received 
a much-needed coat of new paint 
recently, thanks to the dedicated 
BT team of painters (above)

OPEN
FOR SALE:
Car Roof Top Box Thule-type 7’6” long box attaches to  
roof bars, ideal for skis, boards etc. £25. Can deliver.  
Tony Redding: 01886 821597.

Bose Surround System Companion 3 Series 11 multimedia speakers. £35
Chrome & glass TV stand – will take a large TV set. £30
Brian Burton: 01299 896524 or 07843286809. 
Larkrise, The Common, Abberley

Two brand new large glass demijohns.  OFFERS please.
Contact Judie Welsh: somerbarns@gmail.com
[To advertise items in next month’s Temebay, contact Jerry Johns  
on 01886 812304 or crown.house@polperropress.co.uk]
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In a double celebration held in Clifton on Teme, John Thacker of Upper Sapey 
celebrated his 90th birthday and Clifton couple, Marie and Eddie Thompson 
celebrated their diamond wedding anniversary at a special party organised by 
the Clifton Friendship Club in the Village Hall.

John Thacker celebrates his 90th birthday

Marie and Eddie Thompson celebrate their diamond wedding anniversary
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