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Mandy Parker new owner at the Den café bar with son James

Our front cover picture shows: 
Sarah Thorne from Shelsley Kings with the first piece 
of the competition mural about Shelsley Walsh Church.
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WELCOME to the September edition of your Teme Triangle.

The August weather has been disappointing for everyone but particularly our 
arable farmers, but hopefully September will be better.

Masses of news to bring you this time, so no time to waste!

ART GROUP SHOW THEIR VERSATILITY IN NATIONAL COMPETITION

Our local art group, led by professional Mel Williams, has spent the summer 
creating a very special mural, which has been entered into ‘The Great 
Community Mural Competition’.   

The theme is to celebrate the church as part of the fabric of the community and 
the best entries will be combined to create the largest piece of community art 
even produced in the UK.  
Our group has chosen Shelsley Walsh church as their inspiration.

And, as you can see from our photos the group, who meet in Shelsleys’ Village 
Hall, has taken the task very seriously…and the result is spectacular!  There 
is a £10,000 prize for the church of the winning group with four runners up 
receiving £2,500 each. Watch this space.

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
FOR ‘JAN THE MILK’

A lifetime in dairy is the best 
description of Jan “the milk’, 
who celebrated her 70th 
birthday recently at the Baiting 
House in Upper Sapey.
Jan’s mother, Gladys Hoskins, 
came to the area as a land 
girl in the war and said later, 
“I thought I had arrived in 
heaven.”  

After a spell tying hops, and a summer working on the threshing box at harvest, 
Gladys was sent to help the Vicar of Lindridge on his smallholding where, 
amongst other things, she learned to milk a cow.  With her newly acquired 
skills she was asked to go to Berrington Farm and began to deliver the milk all 
around Tenbury in a pony and cart.   “The pony knew every stop” she told us, 
and she soon became quite used to horses as well as cows! 
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Gladys married Stan and had four daughters and in 1988 the eldest, Janet 
bought a small milk round in Broadheath with Phil Gray.  And the rest is, as they 
say, is history.  

Today they deliver to over 800 local houses as well as most schools.  On her 
round Jan keeps an eye on the elderly, the vulnerable and the rest of us and is 
an incredibly valuable part of our community network.  

And of course, she delivers our TT!

VELO BIKE RIDE – THE FINAL INSTALLMENT

This ‘closed road’ bike ride run by Birmingham City Council and a sports 
marketing company, has now published a new route, which largely, does not 
impact on our area.

Our Worcestershire County Councillor Ken Pollock, has led the talks with the 
organisers to modify the impact that this race will have on local events and 
businesses.
To see the final route visit www.velobirmingham.com

The future of the event in 2018 is as yet undecided.

SAPEY GOLF 
CLUB SAVED 
FROM CLOSURE

Sapey Golf Club 
has been saved 
from closure. The 
club, owned by the 
same family since it 
was set up in 1990, 
had been put up for 
sale last October for 
£1.25million. However, 
it was confirmed this 
week that the closure would no longer go ahead as the club had been bought 
by Wyldecrest Parks who also own Saltmarshe Castle Park near Bromyard.

Already a new team is in place with the promise of investment and improved 
facilities.
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NEW TEAM TAKES OVER AT THE LION

The Bruce family – Steve, Debbie and daughter Becky – have taken over the 
management of the Lion in Clifton following a brief closure for a make-over of 
the bars, restaurant area and guest bedrooms last month.

Head Chef Steve Bruce and his family were formerly at the Castle Hotel in 
Bishop’s Castle. “We look forward to welcoming everyone to our new menu, 
using local produce, and hope they will sample our new range of ales and fine 
wines,” he says.

The Lion is now open every day for breakfasts, lunches and evening dinner.

THE DEN CAFÉ BAR GETS A NEW LOOK

Mill Farm shopping just grows and grows and this month, as Willow and Wells 
(interior design) put the final touches to their new unit, Mandy and Steven 
Parker, who live at Birds Green, have taken over at The Den. (pictured on our 
inside front cover)

The Parkers move to Shelsley Beauchamp from Bournville in Birmingham in 
January 2015 having visited and walked in the area for some time.  

Mandy has worked for the NHS for 15 years most recently in Worcester and is 
a keen furniture restorer whilst Steven worked for Cadbury.  Mandy’s hobby is 
breathing new life into old furniture. 

Mandy told us: “ It has always been our dream to own and run a café bistro so 
we were ecstatic when the opportunity arose this summer.A welcoming and 
homely atmosphere awaits you at The Den. Come and relax with a coffee and 
cake or sample our delicious food menu.”

Den Café bar Tues- Sat 8.30am-4pm  01886 853800



Bespoke Handmade Curtains, Blinds, and Roller 
Blinds designed for you and your home. 
Measuring and Fitting Service Included. 
Handmade lampshades made to order  
in your choice of fabric.

SOFT FURNISHINGS
 by Tracey Birks

Tel: 01886 812583 

MINDFULNESS
& MEDITATION

Short courses introducing beginners to the
meaning and practice of mindfulness &

mediation. For more information 

Contact Nicky: localyoga@aol.com
07749 176 091 
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Tel/Fax: 01886 853 530
Mobile: 07970000881

•  MOT Repairs	 •  Tyres
•  Servicing	 •  Batteries
•  Accident Repairs	 •  Exhausts

Harpley Works
Clifton-on-Teme
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WORCESTERSHIRE WILLS
Est. 2013

Clare Burden
MEMBER OF THE INSTITUTE OF
PROFESSIONAL WILL WRITERS

SPECIALISING IN WILL DRAFTING AND
POWERS OF ATTORNEY

APPROACHABLE AND FRIENDLY
COMPETITIVE RATES
FULLY CRB CHECKED

HOME VISITS AND EVENINGS IF REQUIRED

Practising as a successful family lawyer for 8 years until 
taking time off to have a family, Clare has now set up her 

own company providing private client services.

To arrange a friendly and confidential consultation,
Contact Clare Burden

T. 01299 879826
M. 07855 350245

E. clare@worcestershirewills.com
worcestershirewills.com

STOVES
LIMITED

01886 812452
www.is-stoves.co.ukSteps Farm

Clifiton Upon Teme
Worcester 
WR6 6EN

•	 Woodburning	&	Multifuel	Stoves

•	 Stove	Spares	&	Repairs

•	 Glass,	Ropes,	Bricks,	Baffles,	Cleaners

•	 Chimney	Liner	Kits	&	Flue	Pipes

•	 Kiln	Dried	Logs,	Kindling	and	Firelighters

Showroom & Online Shop
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Jason Edwards
Window Cleaning,

Guttering and
Solar Panels

Edwards Cleaning Services
19 York Road Bromyard 

01885  485955
07723  314506

 jason_ecs@btinternet.com

West Wind Counselling 

Sarah Jeffery MBACP    Holt Heath, Worcs WR6 

For help and support  
with emotional pain or distress  

including: 
 depression, stress, anger or anxiety  
 bereavement, loss, setbacks, grief 
 low confidence or self-esteem 
 relationship difficulties or other troubles  

T: 07432 078087  
E: westwindcounselling@gmail.com 
W: www.west-wind-counselling.co.uk 
 

Please call or email me for  
a first confidential discussion.   

I look forward to hearing from you. 
“It was such a relief to find someone to talk to,  
who understands and can help me to find my way.   
I would recommend counselling with Sarah to  
anyone who is struggling to cope.”  (Client RP) 

Sarah Jeffery MBACP  Sapey Common  Worcs WR6



Let your Milkman do the Walking
Phone & Fax: 01584 881385

Hilda Webb BSc, QTS, AMBDA

MATHS TUITION - ALL LEVELS
UP TO GCSE GRADE

SPECIALIST TUITION FOR
DYSCALCULIA & DYSLEXIA

01886 812223
The Old School, Shelsley Beauchamp WR6 6RA

A. R. VERRY
PLUMBING AND HEATING

Commercial and domestic oil
fired installations and servicing,
including Agas and Rayburns

01886 853023

•T.V.  •Video  •Audio
•Electronic Repairs
•Microwave Ovens

DAVE PARKER
01885 410711

Mobile 07790 423158

Prompt efficient service at competitive rates

C.L. GIBBS
BUILDERS

EXTENSIONS • ALTERATIONS
PLASTERING • UPVC WINDOWS

ROOFING • TILING • LANDSCAPING
FASCIAS • GUTTERING •  STONE WORK
For all types of building work call your local
family builder for advice and free estimate

01886 812 450
07905 396 971

National…Daily…Sunday & Local Papers
…Magizines…All Milk…

…Dairy Products…Eggs…Soft Drinks
…& Waters etc.

9www.temetriangle.net
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TEME VALLEY VISITORS
– THE GOOD ONE

When Diane Mann spotted a Little 
Egret on the water up at Pitlands 
Farm, she rang your TT to get in 
touch with The Teme Valley Wildlife 
Group.

Just twelve hours later I spotted the 
same wonderful bird on the river 
bank at New Mill Bridge, where it 
remained for a day or so, reminding 
me of the way a Victorian pioneer 
saved  this once native bird. ( see 
our picture on the inside back cover)

The Little Egret, which is a small 
white heron was once pretty well 
extinct as a result of Victorian fashion 
for adding plumes in ladies’ hats. 

This trade was described as 
‘barbarous’ by one Emily Williamson 
who started The Plumage League, 
at her home in Manchester in 1889 
to campaign against it.

The group quickly gained popularity 
and in 1891, Williamson joined forces 
with Eliza Phillips – head of the Fur 
and Feather League in Croydon – to 
form the Society for the Protection of 
Birds.In its earliest days, the society 
consisted entirely of women and 
membership cost twopence.

Today the Little Egret is back in 
significant numbers breeding for 
the first time in Dorset in 1996.  It is 
fairly commonplace in France and 
appears here as a winter visitor too.  
Let’s hope we see more of them on 
the Teme!

HIMALAYAN BALSAM – A LESS 
WELCOME VISITOR, ACCORDING 
TO SHANE AND CANDY CONNOLY

The spread of invasive Himalayan 
Balsam is now so bad that drivers 
who see it growing along roadside 
verges are being encouraged to stop 
and pull it out or contact the council 
immediately.

The pretty pink plant ( see our 
picture on the inside back cover) 
was first introduced to Britain in 
1839, but soon found its way out of 
gardens and into the countryside, 
where it has been spreading rapidly 
ever since.

Until now it has largely stuck 
to waterways, such as canals, 
but increasingly it is moving into 
verges and hedgerows - where it 
has a greater chance of spreading 
because of walkers and traffic.

According to the Royal Horticultural 
Society each plant can produce 800 
seeds a year and their explosive 
pods can shoot seeds up to 22ft (7m) 
away, which then stick to shoes and 
car tyres. Bees are also attracted 
to the flowers and can spread the 
seeds widely.

Once established Himalayan 
balsam, which can grow up to 
10ft in height, outcompetes native 
species, erodes riverbanks, and 
clogs up rivers and streams leading 
to flooding. It is now widespread 
throughout Britain.



CLIFTON NEIGHBOURHOOD
PLAN REFERENDUM

Clifton residents will have an opportunity to vote 
on whether or not to accept the Neighbourhood 
Plan next month (October).

The Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) 
has been prepared to guide new development 
in the parish up to 2030. NDPs are a new way 
for local people to influence planning decisions 
as they are prepared by parish councils, taking 
into account the ideas and concerns of parish 
residents and businesses through extensive 
public consultation. At the end of the process 
everyone on the parish electoral role is invited 
to vote in a referendum on whether the NDP 
should be used to help determine planning decisions in the Parish.

The Plan has reached the final stage following scrutiny by an independent 
external Examiner whose report and recommendations have been approved 
by both Malvern Hills District Council and approved by the Parish Council. 
Provisionally, Thursday, 5th October, has been set as the date for the referendum 
on the Neighbourhood Plan. Pic cover of plan

LET US KNOW ABOUT YOUR ORGANISATIONS AND EVENTS

Since the last issue of Teme Triangle, a group of eight Clifton residents have 
volunteered their time to put forward and develop ideas to enhance village 
life and the Clifton Community Matters team have had meetings with various 
interested parties.

“We have been working on updating details of existing village organisations 
which we have posted on the Teme Triangle website and in the shop window,” 
says John Wain who, with his wife Ros, launched the initiative. “Do check and 
see if there is anything you were unaware of and would like to join or if there is 
something you think we have overlooked. Also look out for a survey sheet which 
we shall be distributing to everyone in Clifton soon to which we trust you will 
contribute your views and, we hope, your support for proposed developments.

Contact:  jcandrwain@yahoo.co.uk, 01886812958 or John Wain via Nextdoor.

So if you are running a group or an organisation in the TT area please get in 
touch.

11www.temetriangle.net
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ST KENELM’S CHURCH COFFEE MORNING

A coffee morning in aid of St Kenlem’s will be held at 26 The Village, by kind 
invitation of Marie Thompson on Saturday 9th September at 10.30am.

Any money raised will help towards the purchase of some new banners, which 
will be used to display news of forthcoming services and events at St Kenelm’s.
Please do come, it is a pleasant social event where we can all meet and enjoy 
a coffee and a chat, there will be a raffle and bring and buy.

HUNTINGDON MALE VOICE CHOIR VISIT TO WORCESTER

The Rev. Clifford Owen, formerly of Clifton, has asked us to publicise a con-
cert in which he is taking part. He tells us he is still working about half time as 
a retired vicar in Huntingdon Deanery with locums in mainland Europe and is 
returning to Fontainebleau in November for a month.

Friday 13th October 
13.30 – 14.15 Lunchtime recital in Worcester Cathedral
20.00 Joint evening Concert with Alcester Male Voice Choir in St. George's 
Worcester.

Saturday 14th October
19.30 Joint evening Concert with Kidderminster Valentine's (Ladies Choir) in 
Trinity Methodist Church, Churchfields, Kidderminster.

SHELSLEYS’ VILLAGE HALL EVENTS

Recent monthly coffee mornings have attracted a growing group of residents 
(first Saturday of the month) and the hall is looking very smart.  The fundraising 
continues:

Upcoming Events



THE SHELSLEYS’ VILLAGE HALL CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR 11th 
November

10 - 1. To book a table ring Carol Smith on 01886 812180.
Please note there will not be a coffee morning in November.  December as 
usual, the first Saturday of the month.

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 

Pensax Thrift Shop on Wednesday 27 September between 9am and 11am. 
(Pensax Village Hall is on the B4202 Clows Top to Abberley road.)

So do come and join us for a coffee and a piece of cake – a nibble and a natter.  
We’ll look forward to seeing you there! 

THE TEME VALLEY ARTS SOCIETY 

The Silver Thread: Silver Filigree and Traditional Arts in Kosovo” an illustrated 
lecture by a knowledgeable enthusiast, at 2.15pm  on Wednesday 20th October  
in Ludlow Assembly Rooms. Visitors welcome £8.

Charity Christmas Card Sale in Abberley Village Hall on Tuesday 17th October. 
Buy cards from major and local charities. Refreshments available.

THE SHELSLEYS GARDENING CLUB: Programme for the autumn

All meetings start at 7.30pm in Clifton Village Hall.

Wednesday 13 September: Rachel Salisbury will talk on “The Plant Hunters”

Wednesday 11 October: Talk by Hilary Twigg on “New Plants and Old.”

Wednesday 8 November: Roger Umpleby with a talk on
“The Wonder of Wild Flowers”.

Wednesday 13 December: Adrian James with another wonderful evening of 
garden pictures.

As always we start with refreshments and visitors are most welcome.
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Monday-­‐	
  Friday	
  

9am-­‐3.15pm	
  

	
  Ages	
  2-­‐5	
  

Full&	
  Half	
  Days	
  Available	
  

Indoor	
  &	
  Outdoor	
  Facilities	
  Available	
  

ALSO!	
  

Breakfast	
  Club	
  8am-­‐9am	
  

After	
  School	
  Club	
  3.15pm-­‐6pm	
  

Ages	
  2-­‐13	
  

Martley	
  C	
  of	
  E	
  Primary	
  
School,	
  Martley,	
  Worcester,	
  

WR6	
  6TJ	
  

01886	
  889127	
  

www.martleypreschool.co.uk	
  

Charity	
  number:	
  1056248	
  

Forest	
  School	
  Sessions	
  

Graduate	
  Leader	
  

HAYWOOD BUILDING
CONTRACTORS

ROXPOLE FARM, ROXPOLE LANE,
THORNBURY, HEREFORDSHIRE, HR7 4NN
TEL : 01885 410670  Mob : 07740 374 783

E-mail Nick.p.h@btinternet.com  
Haywoodbuildingcontractors@gmail.com

NHBC  Registered.  CITB  Vat  765242818
Long established Building Contractors specialising 

in General building works from Roofing, New builds,
extensions through to Conversions, Listed Buildings

and Heritage work.

Monday-Friday
9am-3.15pm

Ages 2-5
Full & Half Days Available

Indoor & Outdoor Facilities Available
ALSO !

Breakfast Club 8am-9am
After School Club 3.15pm-6pm

Ages 2-13

Martley CofE Primary School
Martley Worcester WR6 6TJ

01886 889127
www.martleypreschool.co.uk
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Now covering the Teme Valley!

Children’s Party Entertainment
• Birthday  • Christenings

• Weddings   • Events
01886 812421

www.PartytasticEntertainment.co.uk

HUNTLANDS FARM
BED & BREAKFAST
AND UPHOLSTERY

www.huntlandsfarm.co.uk
Tel: 01886 821955 / 07828 286360

OFFERS:
upholstery classes • upholstery commissions

en suite b&b accommodation • wedding venue
all in an idyllic, rural setting on a working farm.
And a self-catering, 6 bedroom farmhouse on an 

adjacent farm, www.moorhallfarm.co.uk

Your hosts, Lucy, a custom upholsterer and  
Stephen, a passionate cook, guarantee you a comfy  

stay with freshly prepared, local food to enjoy.



For further details,  
please telephone the Manager
 at the Centre 01886 812380

The Village, Clifton-upon-Teme,
Worcester  WR6 6DE.

KIT BAMFORD
 

Based at The Birche, Shelsley Beauchamp, a 
special venue with unique ambience for wedding 
ceremonies and other celebrations, as well as other 
outside catering requirements, please call me on: 

01886 812251 or 07801 699597 or 01905 345200
Email: kitbamford@live.co.uk

TAILOR MADE QUALITY MENUS 
FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS

Ombersley Family
Dental Practice
Mrs  Andy Wright B.D.S. (Edin)

A friendly private practice 
specializing in preventive 
dental care for all the 
family in a happy relaxed 
atmosphere.

New patients welcome
Cosmetic treatments including tooth whitening

Sports gum-shields for all ages in various colours 
and designs. Same day emergency appointments

Large car park

Tel: 01905 621881
RACKS LANE, OMBERSLEY,

NR DROITWICH, WORCS. WR9 0EN
www.ombersleyfamilydental.co.uk

SERVICED OFFICES AND WORKSHOPS 
AVAILABLE ON FLEXIBLE  

MONTHLY TERMS
ALSO SMALL INDUSTRIAL UNITS

www.maylite.co.uk
Please contact Kate Shrubb on
01886 888455 for more details

Maylite Trading Estate, Martley WR6 6PQ

HAINES HEATING & PLUMBING
A Friendly local service

Call:  07534 700 932
All aspects covered from dripping taps 

to full heating installations
Office: 01886 812639
Email: alex@haines4heating.co.uk
20 Saxon Close, Clifton upon Teme, WR6 6DL
www.ahainesheating.co.uk
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TAYLORS
CONSERVATORY
CARE
22 Saxon Close
Clifton upon Teme
Worcester WR6 6DL
Mobile: 07801 281821
Tel: 01886 812424
Fax: 01886 812954

Sales • Service • Repair
SUPPLY • INSTALLATION • AFTER SALES CARE • RE-ROOFING

We supply and fit:

Aluminium Windows and Doors • uPVC Windows and Doors
Hardwood and Softwood Windows and Doors

Conservatories in Hardwood / uPVC / Aluminium
PILKINGTON APPROVED INSTALLERS

Agents for Compton Garages & Alton Greenhouses
Please phone for Free Quotation    •    Fence Registration No. 18796

PC Troubles?
•  PC problems solved
•  Broadband connection set-up
•  Home network set-up
•  Printer and camera problems solved
•  Website design service
•  Basic PC training at home

For friendly and local advice and to
book a free consultation contact 

Bernadette Higgins on 07813 302 504
or e-mail: apctrouble@gmail.com  
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Party / Business / Reception / Function

CLIFTON VILLAGE HALL
Three meeting rooms (2 – 120 people)

Modern, well equipped kitchen 
with crockery, glasses etc.

Good parking in central location
Bookings: 01886-812464 / 812238/

812969 / 812335 or
hallshire.com

TEME VALLEY ACCOUNTS
Bookkeeping	 VAT
PAYE	 Sage Accounting
Tax Returns	 Draft Accounts

Contact: Claire on 
Tel: 01584 881708 or 07731 010099

Email: Claire.tva-accounts@outlook.com

TVA
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Fisher German (now incorporating Halls Midlands)  
provide a full range of professional services including  

rural property management, renewable energy, commercial, 
planning & building consultancy and property agency.

For professional and confidential advice please call 01905 728444.

fishergerman.co.uk

Anthony Champion 
07974 398854

Tom Dennes
07587 033061

Christian Sanders
07799 697791

Stuart Flint
07501 720422



Make Pure Thyme your Time
Reflexology, Massage,

Aromatherapy, manicures 
and pedicures.

Treatments carried out in the beautiful
Teme Valley setting of Pitlands Farm, Clif-

ton-upon-Teme.
Please enquire about gift vouchers,  

home visits and pamper parties.

Julia Haywood
01886 812623/ 07964 176747

info@purethyme.co.uk
www.purethyme.co.uk

Follow us on Twitter and Facebook

Set in beautiful surroundings
(with french windows leading onto terrace)

Close to the river and hillclimb
Well equipped kitchen • Bar available
Ideal for meetings, dances, parties etc.

VERY REASONABLE RATES

Contact for bookings 

Carol 01886 812180  
carolsmith321@outlook.com

F O R  H I R E

S H E L S L E Y

BED & 
BREAKFAST 
Accommodation at Frith Common

in the scenic Teme Valley

Tel: 01584 881190
marionmorris20@gmail.com
www.temevalleybandb.co.uk
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Professional painter & decorator 
in Clifton-upon-Teme

Interior & exterior, from a single room to a whole house

Tel 01886 812168 / 07759 298754
E-mail paulthepainter23@msn.com

Paul the Painter



LIZ WHITTAKER
Lady driver:  Mercedes E-Class: 

Airport/Seaport • Hotel Transfers • School Runs 
Business/Corporate • Long & Short Journeys

7 seater available • Competitive Prices
07814 006179

A COMPLETE SHOPPING EXPERIENCE @ MILL FARM, STANFORD BRIDGE

Rare Breed / Free Range 
Beef, Lamb & Chicken

Selection of Local Game

Tel: 01886 853 212
Mbl: 07818 278934

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL 
SHOPS AT MILL FARM & 
ENJOY SHOPPING FOR 
QUALITY GOODS FROM 
PEOPLE THAT ARE PAS-
SIONATE ABOUT PRO-
VIDING A QUALITY LO-
CAL SERVICE

the snug
beauty & therapies
revitalise & relax at mill farm

stanford bridge WR6 6SG

01886 853296
07989 529215

please call for an appointment

latest technology in non-surgical facelift
oxygen facials & glycopeels

phone us to book a complimentary demo
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CHORAL SCHOLARS’ CONCERT FOR CHARITY

On Saturday, 2nd September, at 7pm in Great Witley’s magnificent Baroque 
church, there will be a unique opportunity to enjoy a concert performed by 
seven Choral Scholars from the Choir of St John’s College, Cambridge.

Whilst no member of the group is over the age of 23, ‘The Gents’ (as they are 
affectionately called), are noted for their versatility, with a repertoire ranging 
from early sacred music to folk songs and more modern, close-harmony 
arrangements, some of which will have been scored by the performers 
themselves. 

TICKETS (priced £20 for Adults £5 for Students) from::
Abberley General Stores (01299 896000)
On line: www.greatwitleychurch.org.uk
Worcester Tourist Information Centre, The Guildhall
Or by phoning either Angela Snow (01905 457276) 
or Sue Martyn-Smith (01584 881735)

PLEASE NOTE:  Early two-course suppers are available, provided by The 
Garden Tea Rooms (near the church) priced £15 per person.  Places are 
limited, so an early booking is advisable (01299 896016).

LOWER SAPEY NEWS with Marion West

As we approach Autumn it is time to thank that intrepid 
group of friends who regularly come along to St 
Bartholomew’s on the second Wednesday evening of 
the month to work on the churchyard and garden.  It is 
looking particularly good now as we look forward to a 
wonderful village wedding.  This work goes on all summer 
and rather illustrates how our little church is appreciated.

We also of course owe our thanks to the band of ladies who work to a rota to 
keep the cleaning and flower arranging up to scratch.  ( we are always hoping 
for new volunteers  -  numbers decline as the years go by due to age, or infirmity 
or indeed because sometimes, amazingly, people move away!)So please if you 
can offer a little time we would be very grateful.

Church Services at St Bartholomew’s Church
3rd September Morning Prayer at 10.30
10th September Methodist Service at 10.30
17th September Holy Communion at 10. 30
24th September 4th Sunday Circle Service at 10.30
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NOTICES

Ladies Bible Study will continue on 12th September, hosted by Barbara 
Raybould at 2pm.

Flowers (for the altar and Memorial) will be taken care of by Margaret for the 
first two Sundays and one of us will take on the final two weeks for Bettie 
who sadly can no longer see - she is registered blind now but still managing 
amazingly.

Cleaning is for Margaret for September.

Our mobile library will call on 15th September at 10.20 and 10.40.

“It is already over three weeks since I was ordained in Worcester; the time 
has flown! The Ordination Day was incredibly special for me, with a beautiful 
service in the cathedral, a fabulous buffet lunch laid on by all the churches in 
the West Worcestershire Rural Team and a welcome service in Martley Church 
in the afternoon.

Since then I have had a fun time getting to know what being a curate here 
will involve, meeting lots of wonderful people who have all made me feel very 
welcome. I am enjoying getting to know them and it has been lovely to see how 
much people care for the life of their churches and the communities they live in.
I have had the opportunity to go to services in quite a few of the WWRT 
churches and look forward to going to the rest over the next few weeks. What 
has impressed me is the wide range of worshiping styles on offer here, from the 
informality of Café Churches to the traditional services of The Book of Common 
Prayer. There is something for everyone!

I have arrived at the end of a special 10 days called ’Thy Kingdom Come’. It 
was an initiative of the Archbishop of Canterbury that saw churches across the 
globe focus on praying for the world and for people to come to know the saving 
love of Jesus in their lives. It has been great to see how the WWRT joined in 
with this and to be involved in plans to continue to help people pray.

Jamie, Hannah, Tom and I would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to everyone who 
has made us so welcome and helped us to settle into our new lives here so 

Church Matters
with Becky Elliot
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smoothly; we know we are going to love living and working here among you.
Revd Becky Elliott

Worcestershire West Rural Team Curate (WWRT)

COME TO MESSY CHURCH!

Our COME Family service on 17th September will once again be combined 
with a ‘Messy Church’.

We had a wonderful time, in Spring, when we had our last combined service 
and we can look forward to many Autumn features in September.

Breakfast Refreshments will be from 10.15am.  The Service will start at 10.30am 
and we will work on the varied craft ideas that Ruth and her team have put 
together.   We will have a variety of hymns and prayers, but above all this is a 
Service for everyone in a very relaxed way.

THE BIG SING FOR CHRISTMAS

As you know our ‘Big Carol Sing’ was a resounding success last year, as were 
the wonderfully decorated Christmas Trees from the various groups in the 
village.

We are going ahead with another ‘Big Carol Sing’ this year on Saturday 
December 9th.

This is by way of a first notification but we would like to include more groups this 
year for the trees and to come along for the ’SING’.

If your group would like to be involved this year could you please let the contacts 
below know.  We will be in touch with those groups who took part last year, 
hoping you will want to be involved this time around.   You all did so well it was 
great.

Contact:
Barbara  Seeley   01886812763   barbarachristineseeley@yahoo.co.uk
Nigel Roberts                                robertslake@aol.com
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Speak to us today to find out more about how we can help. 

Specialists in Dementia, MS & Alzheimer’s care

Longstanding teams of dedicated local caregivers
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Excellent 
Care from 
Local 
People

Suppliers and Installers of:
Aluminium Windows
Aluminium Bi-Folding Doors
Hardwood and Softwood Bespoke Timber Windows, 
Doors and Conservatories including 
Grade I and Grade II listed 
Secondary Glazing and Replacement Sealed Glass Units
UPVC Windows, Doors and Conservatories
Garage Doors, Fascia and Soffits 
We now also specialise in small building projects including 
carpentry and joinery
PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE NO
OBLIGATION QUOTATION

Haven Nurseries
Bank Road
Little Witley
Nr Worcester
WR6 6LR
Tel: 07966-804007 
Tel/Fax:  01886-888024
VAT No: 824 6536 21

J & S Trade Supplies

Partners: JT Bull & SR Bull
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Specialist valuations of Antiques,
Fine Art and House contents for:

Probate/Inheritance tax,
Sale by Auction, Marital Separation

Sales by auction arranged
House clearance service available

www.adrianmackwell.com

LEE JAMES
CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Qualified and experienced in all aspects of carpentry

SERVICING OF

AGA... 
RAYBURN...

OIL FIRED STOVES...
CENTRAL HEATING 

BOILERS
––––––––––––––––––––––––––

MIKE TINGEY
OFTEC ASSESSED PROFESSIONAL

SERVICE ENGINEER

Fully insured

Tel: 07974 983 133
Email: mike.tingey@zen.co.uk

LOCAL PILATES 
CLASSES EVERY DAY 
including Whitbourne, Martley and
Hanley Broadheath on Tuesday’s

Please contact Sue Bratton for more 
details or to book a place 07974 
343609
or sue-bratton@tiscali.co.uk

Beautiful, fragrant, locally grown  
floral arrangements for all occasions

kate@shelsleyherbsflowers.co.uk
01886 812184   07887 706147
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MUMBO-JUMBO RETURNS 
OFFERING ‘PAY WHAT YOU 
THINK WE ARE WORTH’

Martley Village Hall – Saturday 16 
September – on stage at 8pm
Top piano-led, close-harmony singer 
songwriting acoustic trio Mumbo-Jumbo is 
offering a unique ‘pay what you think we’re 
worth’ performance.

Playing regularly in village halls for Shindig and Live & Local, Mumbo-Jumbo 
features former Martley resident and singer/trumpeter Oliver Carpenter along 
with pianist Phil Bond and bass player Chris Lomas.

 “Last year we chose Martley to test out this new idea of ‘Pay What You Think 
it’s Worth’ which means that you come to the gig for free and then decide what 
you want to pay at the end and we got over 100 people to the gig. Our Shindig 
gigs are normally between £8-10 up front, but we want to see if, by getting 
people along to check us out for free, we might attract a bigger crowd who each 
decide at the end of the night what is a fair price for the entertainment they have 
received. We are confident they are going to have a great time!”

There will be a good bar on for the evening with Teme Valley ales, a range of 
wines and Mill Orchards apple juice etc.

For more information including videos and tracks and to book your tickets check 
out www.mumbo-jumbo.biz
 

TEME VALLEY WILDLIFE

This is just the time of year to keep a look-out for mushrooms and toadstools. 
Mushrooms are considered to be the edible members of the toadstool family, 
but essentially the two words refer to the same thing, namely the above-ground 
fruiting bodies of varieties of fungi that live in the soil or in dead or still-living 
wood. 

In order to reproduce, these fungi produce millions of tiny spores which are 
released into the air. Toadstools act like tiny umbrellas, protecting the spores 
from rain and shedding them onto a gentle breeze so that they can float away 
to develop into a new plant (yes, fungi are classified as members of the plant-
world) in a new location. Many toadstools are brightly coloured and can take 
centre stage when other plants are dying down for the year.
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The most well-known toadstool 
is the fly agaric. Pillar-box 
red with cream spots, it is a 
favourite of illustrators and 
story-tellers alike. Familiar to 
everyone, it is recognisable 
even if never encountered 
in real life. It is a woodland 
species, typically found near 
pine trees or birches. By 
attaching to tree roots it assists 
the tree to absorb nutrients 
from the soil and draws out some sugars in return.  The toadstool cap starts out 
as a sphere covered by a cream-coloured membrane. As the stalk lengthens 
and the toadstool opens out, the membrane splits leaving multiple fragments 
stuck to the top of the red umbrella cap. These fragments are the characteristic 
spots, which later on wash off in the rain. Both the gills and the tapering stem 
are bright white and the overall size of the toadstool can achieve 20cm (8”) both 
in height and in breadth. No wonder a toad can sit on one! 

The bright red colour of the fly agaric sends out a warning that it is poisonous. 
Its poison was once employed to attract and kill flies, hence its name. A saucer 
containing some of the caps crushed into milk could be used for this purpose. 
When ingested by humans the poison causes intoxication, hallucinations and, 
very occasionally, death. Several ancient tribes in Siberia and Lapland were 
notable for using dried fly agaric toadstools to induce intoxication. A myth 
regarding the Vikings suggested that the fierce war-like character of these 
invaders was induced by eating fly agaric before battle. Other creatures though, 
notably deer and hedgehogs, eat the toadstools without any apparent ill effect. 

Of the six thousand or so species of British toadstool less than a score are 
poisonous, of which the Death Cap, the Destroying Angel and the Fool’s 
Mushroom, account for nearly all the deaths from eating incorrectly identified 
mushrooms.

It is the fate of most toadstools to be themselves eaten. Slugs and snails start at 
the gills whilst small mammals such as voles nibble round the edges. Most fungi 
are finally consumed from within, by small maggots, particularly by fungus-gnat 
larvae. You can see these if you look closely at an ageing mushroom. But to 
be broken down is meat and drink to fungi, for this is their job, recycling plant 
material and returning it to the soil for re-use, again and again.

The next meeting of the Teme Valley Wildlife Group is on Thursday September 
14th 2017 when we welcome back Caroline Corsie who will be telling us how to 
work with nature to get the best out of our land. 
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7:30pm  Rochford Village Hall £2 on the door .

For up-to-date information on what wildlife is being seen in the area, or to give 
us your sightings visit our Facebook page. 01584 881397 

INTRODUCING THE ARTS SOCIETY TEME VALLEY by Ann Marriott 

In May 2017 NADFAS rebranded itself as “The Arts Society”, a title thought to 
more accurately reflect what it does. Our local society is now called “The Arts 
Society Teme Valley”. 

The Arts Society Teme Valley presents beautifully illustrated, informative and 
entertaining lectures by well informed and enthusiastic lecturers on the third 
Wednesday in the month, from September to May. Lectures start at 2.15pm 
in the Assembly Rooms in Ludlow, and last about one and a half hours. The 
subjects range widely. This season we cover subjects as diverse as the 19th 
century migration into the American West, illustrated by paintings by the artists 
who followed it, and silver filigree and traditional arts in Kosovo. There are 
many British subjects too.

There is no waiting list for membership and we would love to have some new 
members. We welcome both visitors who pay £8 per lecture, and members who 
pay an annual fee of £40.

“The belief that the Arts have the potential to enrich people’s lives is at the heart 
of everything we do.”

The  lecture on Wed 20th September is “Eric Ravilious, A Life in Pictures”. Eric 
Ravilious (1903-42) is emerging as one of the finest British watercolourists of 
the 20th century.

For more information  www.theartssocietytemevalley.org.uk 
Membership Secretary  Michael Shaw 01547 528950

PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES

As the latest minutes available from Clifton Parish Council date back to June 
1st and those from The Shelsleys from July, we have not included them in 
this edition.  Both are available online, follow the link from our website www.
temetriangle.net
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CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER
2   Shelsleys' Village Hall Coffee morning, 10am-12 noon
2  Choral Scholars’ concert Great Witley church 7.pm
2   Harpley 'Big Breakfast' St Bartholomew's, 10am
9   'Recovered' charity gig, Clifton VH 7pm
9 St Kenelm coffee morning 26 The Village Clifton 10.30.am.
13 Shelsleys Gardening Club – The Plant Hunters Clifton VH 7.30.pm
14 Whist Drive, Upper Sapey VH 7.30pm
17 Abberley Village Hall Charity Christmas Card sale
20 Teme Valley Arts lecture 2.15pm Ludlow Assemby Rooms 
23 Stoke Bliss 70th Ploughing Match, Underley, Stoke Bliss HR7 4NB
24 Velo Bike Ride – around parts of our area
27 Pensax Thrift shop Macmillan coffee morning 9 – 11 am.

OCTOBER
4   Clifton Friendship Club: Mary Rowswell Five Dogs, 

Two Cats and a Couple of Mugs VH 2.30pm
11 Shelsleys Gardening Club Hilary Twigg 

New Plants and Old 7.30 p.m. Clifton VH
13 Huntingdon Male Voice Choir Worcester
14 Huntingdon Male Voice Choir Worcester
28 Coffee Morning, Marie & Eddie Thompson, Clifton 10am-12noon

NOVEMBER
8  Shelsleys’ Gardening Club The Wonder of Wild Flowers 

Clifton VH 7.30.pm
11 Shelsleys’ Village Hall Craft Fair
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SEPTEMBER CHURCH SERVICES

Sunday
3rd September

Trinity 12

10.00am Morning Prayer St Kenelm, Clifton

10.30am Morning Prayer St Bartholomew, Harpley

10.30am Quiet Reflection All Saints, Shelsley Beauchamp

Tuesday 
5th September 9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints, Shelsley Beauchamp

Sunday
10th September

Trinity 13

10.00am Holy Communion St Kenelm, Clifton

10.30am Methodist Service St Bartholomew, Harpley

6.30pm Evensong St Andrew, Shelsley Walsh

6.30pm Authorised Lay Ministers 
Authorisation Service Worcester Cathedral

Tuesday 
12th September 9.00am Morning Prayer St Kenelm, Clifton

Sunday
17th September

Trinity 14

8.00am Holy Communion St Kenelm, Clifton

10.30am COME Service St Kenelm, Clifton

10.30am Holy Communion St Bartholomew, Harpley

6.00pm Evensong - Ruth's 50th 
Anniversay of Ministry St Thomas, Crown East

Tuesday
19th September 9.00am Morning Prayer St Bartholomew, Harpley

Wednesday
20th September 7.30pm Time for Time Out St Kenelm, Clifton

Sunday
24th September

Trinity15

8.00am Holy Communion St Andrew, Shelsley Walsh

10.30am Circle Service St Bartholomew, Harpley

6.30pm Evensong St Kenelm, Clifton

Monday
25th September 9.00am Morning Prayer St Kenelm, Clifton

Tuesday
26th September 9.00am Morning Prayer St Andrew, Shelsley Walsh

In the parishes of Clifton, The Shelsleys and Lower Sapey (Harpley)
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FIND WHAT YOU NEED SELL WHAT YOU DON’T

SET OF GARDEN FURNITURE (in need of renovation). 
Will accept offers from first person willing to collect. 
Telephone Jean Yates 01886 853556 to arrange. 

TRADITIONAL ROCKING CHAIR (ERCOL?)
Excellent condition £25.00  Jack on 01886-812464 pic

PAIR OF BAILEY BUTTON AUTHENTIC UGG SHORT BOOTS,
size 7.5. Tan in colour, unwanted gift, still in box £50.
Tel Carol on 01886 812180

FREE THREE SEATER SOFA,
Cornflower blue, free to anyone who will collect: 07973 744161

OPEN

CHURCH SERVICE
CONTACT DETAILS

Revd Canon David Sherwin
(Team Rector & Rural Dean)
Tel: 01886 888664
Email: davidwin56@aol.com

Revd Anne Potter (Team Vicar)
Tel: 01886 832355
Email: revannepotter@gmail.com

Revd Becky Elliott (Curate)
Tel: 01886 812451
Email: revrebeccaelliott@btinternet.com

Churchwardens Clifton:
Barbara Seeley 01886 812763
and Alana Cooper 01886 812520

Churchwarden Lower Sapey:
Candy Connolly 01886 853248
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The Little Egret

Himalayan Balsam Art class at work

GRANDFATHER’S EPIC CYCLE FEAT FOR CLIFTON SCHOOL

A Clifton Primary School pupil’s grandfather is cycling from Land’s End 
to John O’Groats at the age of 70 in a bid to raise fund for the school’s 
playground equipment. Six-year-old Dexta Merrick’s grandfather, Nigel 
Hedgcock, set off from Cornwall in mid-August and was approaching 
the final stages of his epic ride across Britain as Teme Triangle went to 
press.

Nigel was due to complete his ride on Sunday 3rd September at John 
O Groats having covered some 1,000 miles at an average of 62.5 miles 
per day and some seven hours a day in the saddle.

For more information and ways to donate”. 07496 394731
or charliemerrick1981@icloud.com



Contributions for the next (November) edition by Friday 8th September please
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