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Woodbury Hill, the Shelsleys and the Teme Valley
(Photo by Michael Whitefoot)

Left to right: Bruce Eddy, Jack Butler (on the mower),  
Neil Sparey, James Hedges and Zach Thompson.
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LOCAL LAWN MOWERS RACE IN FINLAND
Two local lawn-mower racing teams competed in what is described as the 
‘toughest lawn-mower race on earth’ in Finland last month, completing a 
12-hour race on ice in sub-zero temperatures.

The Clifton team of Neil Sparey, Zach Thompson (27), Jack Butler 
(22), James Hedges (30) and Bruce Eddy, finished 18th out of a field 
of 42 competitors. The other team from Worcestershire, including John 
Griffiths, Paul Clarke and Toby Grace, came in 30th place.

The international race, held on a frozen lake in 
Lavia, 150 miles from Helsinki, organised by Lawn 
Mower Racing Finland (LMRF) included competitors 
from Germany, Switzerland, Estonia, Luxembourg, 
Finland as well as the teams from the Teme Valley.  

Zac Thompson: “We had lots of problems with the 
studs on our tyres and kept getting punctures, so 
in the end we resorted to using ordinary mower 
tyres for about nine hours of the race,” said Zach 
Thompson. “But it was not a bad result for our first 
time there”.

The 4,000 miles round trip took them up through northern Sweden near 
the Arctic Circle where the temperature was as low as -26°C.

James Hedges  
on the mower 

Bruce Eddy, Neil Sparey, James Hedges, Zach Thompson and Jack Butler
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LANDOWNER’S PLEA TO INCONSIDERATE DOG OWNERS
A Clifton landowner has condemned ‘inconsiderate’ dog-owners who 
have allowed their dogs to run loose on his land and also leave their 
mess behind.

Parish councillor Neil Parkinson, whose field in Hope Lane has been 
granted planning permission for new housing development, has 
complained that dog-owners have been letting their dogs off the lead 
while using the footpath to cross his land. 
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“It’s disgusting and inconsiderate,” says Mr Parkinson. “I’ve watched 
people letting their dogs loose to do their business on my field and then 
not even clear it up after them. I’ve even asked some of them to put their 
dog on a lead while crossing my land and they’ve just ignored me.”

Part of the field has been closed off for nearly three 
years with plastic newt fencing to prevent great 
crested newts from a nearby colony from entering the 
area that is due for development. But some of the 
fencing has been trampled down in places, adding to 
Mr Parkinson’s complaint about the way walkers and 
dog-owners have been behaving while using his field.

“The newt fencing cost £50,000 to put up and has 
been badly damaged,” he said. “Dog owners should 
stick to the footpath, keep their dogs on a lead and 
not let them run loose.”

NEWTS DELAY CLIFTON SEWAGE PIPE INSTALLATION
Severn Trent contractors laying a pipeline 
connecting the new housing development in 
Clifton to the sewage works on the outskirts 
of the village have been forced to stop work 
because of the presence of great crested 
newts.

A spokesman for NMC Nomenca, contractors carrying out the work, said: 
“The job started in November and was anticipated to be completed in 
January but we came across a problem concerning great crested newts 
so we have been liaising with Natural England, taking their advice on 
when we can complete the rest of the works which will be on March 19th 
for approximately three or four days.”

CLIFTON EASTER EGG TRAIL
Come and join the Easter Egg Trail in Clifton on Sunday, 25th March, 
around the village. Starting at 2pm in the playground off Pound Lane 
(WR6 6DE) and finishing at the Lion Inn by 4pm. £4 per hunter. All ages 
welcome! Fundraising event in aid of the Early Years Centre includes 
chocolate, face-painting, a raffle and a cake sale.



MINDFULNESS
& MEDITATION
Short courses introducing beginners to the

meaning and practice of mindfulness &
mediation. For more information 

Contact Nicky: localyoga@aol.com
07749 176 091 
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Tel/Fax: 01886 853 530
Mobile: 07970000881

• MOT Repairs • Tyres
• Servicing • Batteries
• Accident Repairs • Exhausts

Harpley Works
Clifton-on-Teme
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WORCESTERSHIRE WILLS
Est. 2013

Clare Burden
MEMBER OF THE INSTITUTE OF
PROFESSIONAL WILL WRITERS

SPECIALISING IN WILL DRAFTING AND
POWERS OF ATTORNEY

APPROACHABLE AND FRIENDLY
COMPETITIVE RATES
FULLY CRB CHECKED

HOME VISITS AND EVENINGS IF REQUIRED

Practising as a successful family lawyer for 8 years until 
taking time off to have a family, Clare has now set up her 

own company providing private client services.

To arrange a friendly and confidential consultation,
Contact Clare Burden

T. 01299 879826
M. 07855 350245

E. clare@worcestershirewills.com
worcestershirewills.com

STOVES
LIMITED

01886 812452
www.is-stoves.co.ukSteps Farm

Clifiton Upon Teme
Worcester 
WR6 6EN

• Woodburning & Multifuel Stoves

• Stove Spares & Repairs

• Glass, Ropes, Bricks, Baffles, Cleaners

• Chimney Liner Kits & Flue Pipes

• Kiln Dried Logs, Kindling and Firelighters

Showroom & Online Shop
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The Manor Arms Inn, Abberley Village, Worcestershire WR6 6BN
www.themanorarms.co.uk

Open 12pm -11pm Every Day
Call 01299 890300

The Manor Arms Inn Abberley ManorArmsInn

THE MANOR ARMS 
ABBERLEY 

A beautifully refurbished traditional village pub with locally 
sourced fresh food and ales.

Our Head Chef sources top quality local ingredients to create 
traditional dishes and exciting specials.

Overnight stays in our beautiful rooms, available this Autumn!

You and your guests can be sure of a warm welcome, we look 
forward to seeing you soon.

Free function room available for local clubs, meetings, 
special events and parties.

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter for news and events.

The Manor Arms Inn, Abberley Village, Worcestershire WR6 6BN
www.themanorarms.co.uk

Open 12pm -11pm Every Day
Call 01299 890300

The Manor Arms Inn Abberley ManorArmsInn

THE MANOR ARMS 
ABBERLEY 

A beautifully refurbished traditional village pub with locally 
sourced fresh food and ales.

Our Head Chef sources top quality local ingredients to create 
traditional dishes and exciting specials.

Overnight stays in our beautiful rooms, available this Autumn!

You and your guests can be sure of a warm welcome, we look 
forward to seeing you soon.

Free function room available for local clubs, meetings, 
special events and parties.

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter for news and events.

West Wind Counselling 

Sarah Jeffery MBACP    Holt Heath, Worcs WR6 

For help and support  
with emotional pain or distress  

including: 
 depression, stress, anger or anxiety  
 bereavement, loss, setbacks, grief 
 low confidence or self-esteem 
 relationship difficulties or other troubles  

T: 07432 078087  
E: westwindcounselling@gmail.com 
W: www.west-wind-counselling.co.uk 
 

Please call or email me for  
a first confidential discussion.   

I look forward to hearing from you. 
“It was such a relief to find someone to talk to,  
who understands and can help me to find my way.   
I would recommend counselling with Sarah to  
anyone who is struggling to cope.”  (Client RP) 

Sarah Jeffery MBACP  Sapey Common  Worcs WR6

Gareth Vaughan Counselling

Bereavement – Depression – Anxiety
Areley Kings – Astley Cross

07544 518276

www.gareth-vaughan.co.uk

Yoga is a unique way of 
combining physical movement and 
breath in ways that can help to 
reduce stress and increase wellbeing, 
while enhancing physical fl exibility.

•  Broadwas:  Tuesday morning + Tuesday evening
• Hallow: Wednesday morning

Classes for adults of all ages:

For more information or to book for 2017 please contact Zoe Herington:
email: zedyoga.booking@gmail.com tel: 07962 981456
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Let your Milkman do the Walking
Phone & Fax: 01584 881385

Hilda Webb BSc, QTS, AMBDA

MATHS TUITION - ALL LEVELS
UP TO GCSE GRADE

SPECIALIST TUITION FOR
DYSCALCULIA & DYSLEXIA

01886 812223
The Old School, Shelsley Beauchamp WR6 6RA

A. R. VERRY
PLUMBING AND HEATING

Commercial and domestic oil
fired installations and servicing,
including Agas and Rayburns

01886 853023

•T.V.  •Video  •Audio
•Electronic Repairs
•Microwave Ovens

DAVE PARKER
01885 410711

Mobile 07790 423158

Prompt efficient service at competitive rates

C.L. GIBBS
BUILDERS

EXTENSIONS • ALTERATIONS
PLASTERING • UPVC WINDOWS

ROOFING • TILING • LANDSCAPING
FASCIAS • GUTTERING • STONE WORK
For all types of building work call your local
family builder for advice and free estimate

01886 812 450
07905 396 971

National…Daily…Sunday & Local Papers
…Magizines…All Milk…

…Dairy Products…Eggs…Soft Drinks
…& Waters etc.
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FUNDING BIDS INVITED FROM GOOD CAUSES 
Worcestershire County Councillor Ken Pollock told Clifton Parish Council 
last month that he has some funds in his Divisional Fund and would be 
pleased to allocate it to local good causes. “If anyone knows of deserving 
enterprises that could benefit from a small sum, up to around £1,000, I 
would be pleased to talk to them about whether I could help,” said Cllr 
Pollock. “Please pass this message to others in the community who may 
be unaware of the fund.”

The Divisional Fund has helped fund defibrillators across the country, 
normally offering half the total cost, so that others have to raise some of 
the money. Similarly, sports clubs that need new kit or festivals that need 
a hand to get established – like the Mistletoe Festival in Tenbury – have 
benefitted in the past.

Contact Cllr Ken Pollock: ambrose.assoc@btinternet.com

CLIFTON’S 100 NEXTDOOR NEIGHBOURS
The Clifton ‘Nextdoor’ neighbourhood network group, started last 
summer by Matt Maslin and his mother Jennie (right), now has 100 
neighbours signed up. 

The ‘Nextdoor’ website is 
the private social network for 
neighbours and their community 
and many Clifton residents have 
found it useful for locating lost 
pets, exchanging information 
about local road conditions in 
bad weather or warning of local 
crime incidents. It is free to join; 
just go to https://nextdoor.co.uk/
neighborhood_feed

Jennie and Matt move to Clifton 
a year ago and have both been 
very encouraged by the response 
from their neighbours. 
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QUESTION TIME 

WHY, when Clifton is expecting 48 new households to join the 
village shortly, are sporting, social and recreational assets being 
run down, closed or threatened with closure?

WHY, when a local offer was made to repair the children’s climbing 
frame and have it inspected for safety by RoSPA was it refused 
and the climbing frame demolished completely?

WHAT plans does the Parish Council have for any money allocated 
to Clifton from the development?

WHY are the Council Tax payers of Clifton not allowed to have 
information on plans for the use of any money from the developers 
by the Parish Council?

WHY are Clifton’s residents and Council Tax payers not allowed to 
contact their Parish representatives, ask questions or speak freely 
at Council meetings? 

HOW can they represent us if we can’t let them know how we feel? 
DO they know better than us?

WHY must all such questions be routed through the ‘conduit’ of 
the Parish Clerk when the councillors are actually local residents?

WHAT will we say when people ask if we have a tennis club? We 
used to and it may not be the only club to go soon!

WHY are the Bowling Club and the Guides, Brownies and 
Rainbows under threat of losing their premises now as well? 
Community assets are often irreplaceable.  

PLEASE will someone give us some answers! 
 Beth Whittenbury
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SHELSLEY’S NEWS
CLEAN & SING
Come along to All Saints Church, Shelsley Beauchamp, on Saturday, 
10th March, between 10am and 2pm.

Help us bring a sparkle to the church in time for Easter Service. Our 
ladies do an excellent job week to week but it is time to Spring Clean. 
Sing along to your favourite Hymns as we clean. Tea, Coffee & Cake.  

VILLAGE HALL MONTHLY COFFEE MORNINGS
The monthly Coffee Mornings have been a great success, thanks to 
the hard work of Terry and Carol Smith, plus people who have assisted 
Carol on the tea, coffee and stalls.

The numbers have grown steadily and it is with sadness we learn, for 
health reasons, they are moving back to Shropshire, once their house is 
sold. We wish them well but will miss their energy and thank them for all 
the improvements they have made to the Village Hall.

To prevent losing this valuable community gathering, we need to organise 
people who would work alongside Carol and Terry, until they leave. If 
it was organised on a rota basis, for example someone to make the 
tea and coffee, someone to prepare the baps in the kitchen. There is a 
dishwasher for the empty cups and plates. If you can help, please email 
Carol & Terry on carolsmith321@outlook.com

People be-moan the lack of community in the valley and  opportunities 
to meet together — IF WE DO NOT TAKE THIS PROJECT ON BOARD 
IT WILL BE LOST. If the tombola and table top sales are to continue, 
perhaps one of the people involved could take on the organising?

REVERSE ADVENT BOXES
Apologies for the delay in sending a Thank You for your kindness in 
bringing your Reverse Advent Boxes to All Saints on Christmas Eve.  We 
received 33 boxes from Stoke Bliss, Stanford, Harpley, Great Witley, the 
Shelsleys and Clifton. It was amazing to see the varied contents, and 
the decorated boxes made a lovely display in the church. The boxes 
were taken to the Worcester Food Bank on the 28th December and were 
received with great enthusiasm. The Food Bank received a total of 16 
tons of food from this project as many churches joined in the project. We 
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hope to do this again next year and collect even more items for the food 
bank, a necessary service in these difficult economic times. 

WHY NOT SET UP A MONTHLY COLLECTION IN YOUR AREA? 
Beryl Robson

THE SHELSLEYS’ GARDENING CLUB
As many of you will know, the Shelsleys’ Gardening Club was started 
some years ago in Shelsley Beauchamp and members continued to 
meet in the Village Hall there until last year. During this time we always 
had members from Clifton and surrounding villages.

We now meet in Clifton and we should remind all the readers of Teme 
Triangle that the Club is really, if not in name, the Shelsleys and Clifton 
Gardening Club. Furthermore, it is rather more than a gardening club. As 
you will see from the programme below, our lectures are often more on 
the Countryside and rural interests than on gardening itself.

We welcome new members from Clifton, the Shelsleys and other 
villages. Our meetings, held in Clifton Village Hall, start at 7.30p.m. on 

the second Wednesday in the month. We start with refreshments to set 
the mood for the evening.

We have a particularly good programme for the next three months. 
Indeed, the group had a most successful evening to start the year when 
Joe Hawkins gave a wonderful talk on his work at Hagley Hall where he 
has been working to restore the eighteenth century landscaped park. 
Brilliant. 

Wednesday 14 March:  Wade Muggleton returns to give a talk on the 
Apples and Orchards of Worcestershire.
Wednesday 11 April: An old friend, Brian Draper comes to Clifton to talk 
about the river Wye.
Wednesday 16 May: Adrian James gives an illustrated talk on the 
Gardens of the South-west, Devon, Somerset and Dorset.  Wonderful 
photography.

Do come and join us on one of these evenings.   Norah Tomkinson 
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Monday-­‐	
  Friday	
  

9am-­‐3.15pm	
  

	
  Ages	
  2-­‐5	
  

Full&	
  Half	
  Days	
  Available	
  

Indoor	
  &	
  Outdoor	
  Facilities	
  Available	
  

ALSO!	
  

Breakfast	
  Club	
  8am-­‐9am	
  

After	
  School	
  Club	
  3.15pm-­‐6pm	
  

Ages	
  2-­‐13	
  

Martley	
  C	
  of	
  E	
  Primary	
  
School,	
  Martley,	
  Worcester,	
  

WR6	
  6TJ	
  

01886	
  889127	
  

www.martleypreschool.co.uk	
  

Charity	
  number:	
  1056248	
  

Forest	
  School	
  Sessions	
  

Graduate	
  Leader	
  

Open Mondays and Thursdays 9.30am - 3pm for 
good company, refreshments, including a hot lunch, 

board games, and exercises. 
Also on offer a visiting hairdresser, and a podiatrist,
If transport is a problem we can collect you and take 

you home at the end of the day. 
Phone 01886 888374

Monday-Friday
9am-3.15pm

Ages 2-5
Full & Half Days Available

Indoor & Outdoor Facilities Available
ALSO !

Breakfast Club 8am-9am
After School Club 3.15pm-6pm

Ages 2-13

Martley CofE Primary School
Martley Worcester WR6 6TJ

01886 889127
www.martleypreschool.co.uk

Now covering the Teme Valley!

Children’s Party Entertainment
• Birthday  • Christenings

• Weddings   • Events
01886 812421

www.PartytasticEntertainment.co.uk

HUNTLANDS FARM
BED & BREAKFAST
AND UPHOLSTERY

www.huntlandsfarm.co.uk
Tel: 01886 821955 / 07828 286360

OFFERS:
upholstery classes • upholstery commissions

en suite b&b accommodation • wedding venue
all in an idyllic, rural setting on a working farm.
And a self-catering, 6 bedroom farmhouse on an 

adjacent farm, www.moorhallfarm.co.uk

Your hosts, Lucy, a custom upholsterer and 
Stephen, a passionate cook, guarantee you a comfy 

stay with freshly prepared, local food to enjoy.
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For further details,  
please telephone the Manager
 at the Centre 01886 812380

The Village, Clifton-upon-Teme,
Worcester WR6 6DE.

KIT BAMFORD
 

Based at The Birche, Shelsley Beauchamp, a 
special venue with unique ambience for wedding 
ceremonies and other celebrations, as well as other 
outside catering requirements, please call me on: 

01886 812251 or 07801 699597 or 01905 345200
Email: kitbamford@live.co.uk

TAILOR MADE QUALITY MENUS 
FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS

Ombersley Family
Dental Practice
MRS  ANDY WRIGHT B.D.S. (EDIN)

A friendly private practice 
specializing in preventive 
dental care for all the 
family in a happy relaxed 
atmosphere.

New patients welcome
Cosmetic treatments including tooth whitening

Sports gum-shields for all ages in  
various colours and designs

Same day emergency appointments
Large car park

Tel: 01905 621881
RACKS LANE, OMBERSLEY,

NR DROITWICH, WORCS. WR9 0EN
www.ombersleyfamilydental.co.uk

SERVICED OFFICES AND WORKSHOPS 
AVAILABLE ON FLEXIBLE  

MONTHLY TERMS
ALSO SMALL INDUSTRIAL UNITS

www.maylite.co.uk
Please contact Kate Shrubb on
01886 888455 for more details

Maylite Trading Estate, Martley WR6 6PQ

HAINES HEATING & PLUMBING
A Friendly local service

Call:  07534 700 932
All aspects covered from dripping taps 

to full heating installations
Office: 01886 812639
Email: alex@haines4heating.co.uk
20 Saxon Close, Clifton upon Teme, WR6 6DL
www.ahainesheating.co.uk
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TAYLORS
CONSERVATORY
CARE
22 Saxon Close
Clifton upon Teme
Worcester WR6 6DL
Mobile: 07801 281821
Tel: 01886 812424
Fax: 01886 812954

Sales • Service • Repair
SUPPLY • INSTALLATION • AFTER SALES CARE • RE-ROOFING

We supply and fit:

Aluminium Windows and Doors • uPVC Windows and Doors
Hardwood and Softwood Windows and Doors

Conservatories in Hardwood / uPVC / Aluminium
PILKINGTON APPROVED INSTALLERS

Agents for Compton Garages & Alton Greenhouses
Please phone for Free Quotation  •  Fence Registration No. 18796

PC Troubles?
• PC problems solved
• Broadband connection set-up
• Home network set-up
• Printer and camera problems solved
• Website design service
• Basic PC training at home

For friendly and local advice and to
book a free consultation contact 

Bernadette Higgins on 07813 302 504
or e-mail: apctrouble@gmail.com  
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Party / Business / Reception / Function

CLIFTON VILLAGE HALL
Three meeting rooms (2 – 120 people)

Modern, well equipped kitchen 
with crockery, glasses etc.

Good parking in central location

Bookings: 01886-812464 / 812238/
812969 / 812335 or

hallshire.com

TEME VALLEY ACCOUNTS
Bookkeeping VAT
PAYE Sage Accounting
Tax Returns Draft Accounts

Contact: Claire on 
Tel: 01584 881708 or 07731 010099

Email: Claire.tva-accounts@outlook.com

TVA

Fisher German (now incorporating Halls Midlands)  
provide a full range of professional services including  

rural property management, renewable energy, commercial, 
planning & building consultancy and property agency.

For professional and confidential advice please call 01905 728444.

fishergerman.co.uk

Anthony Champion 
07974 398854

Tom Dennes
07587 033061

Christian Sanders
07799 697791

Stuart Flint
07501 720422
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fionacarterphysio.co.uk 
Mobile 07712 032998

Email fi.carter.pyf@gmail.com

Physiotherapy for both 
women and men’s health, 
looking holistically at the  

individual, advising on 
key health messages to 

help improve lifestyle and 
well being.

Make Pure Thyme your Time
Reflexology, Massage,

Aromatherapy, manicures 
and pedicures.

Treatments carried out in the beautiful
Teme Valley setting of Pitlands Farm, Clif-

ton-upon-Teme.
Please enquire about gift vouchers,  

home visits and pamper parties.

Julia Haywood
01886 812623/ 07964 176747

info@purethyme.co.uk
www.purethyme.co.uk

Follow us on Twitter and Facebook

Set in beautiful surroundings
(with french windows leading onto terrace)

Close to the river and hillclimb

Well equipped kitchen • Bar available

Ideal for meetings, dances, parties etc.

VERY REASONABLE RATES

Contact for bookings 

Carol 01886 812180  
carolsmith321@outlook.com

F O R  H I R E

S H E L S L E Y

BED & 
BREAKFAST 
Accommodation at Frith Common

in the scenic Teme Valley
Tel: 01584 881190

marionmorris20@gmail.com
www.temevalleybandb.co.uk

Professional painter & decorator 
in Clifton-upon-Teme

Interior & exterior, from a single room to a whole house

Tel 01886 812168 / 07759 298754
E-mail paulthepainter23@msn.com

Paul the Painter
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Liz Whittaker - lady chauffeur 
Affordable Comfort Travel in Style

Transport solutions for up to eight passengers.
All air and seaport. Wedding and sporting events.

 Local and National journeys. 07814 006179

Friday 2nd Feb Mel and Him
Friday 2nd Mar h The Ukapellas
Friday 6th April Dan Greenaway
Friday 4th May Neil Ivison
Friday 1st June Without Fight
Friday 6th July Bìg Sister

Opening times: Fridays 5pm till midnight, 
Saturdays 12noon till midnight

the snug
beauty & therapies
revitalise & relax at mill farm

stanford bridge WR6 6SG

01886 853296 • 07989 529215
please call for an appointment

latest technology in non-surgical facelift, oxygen facials & glycopeels
phone us to book a complimentary demo

FUTURE 
EVENTS:

Opening Times:

Mon - Fri 9.00am - 6.00pm
Saturday 9.00am - 5.00pm
Sunday 9.00am - 1.00pm

Daily newspapers and milk, Swifts bread, 
Local Meats, Pies, Cheeses and Produce, 
Bowketts products, Tanners wines, Ales 

and General groceries

Telephone: 01886 853 596

MILL FARM, STANFORD BRIDGE
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Church Matters
  by Pat Snelling

God Never Sleeps

A mother and her four year old daughter were 
preparing for bed one night, it was a very dark and 
wild night. The child was afraid of the dark, and the mother on this 
occasion felt fearful also.

When the light was out, the child caught a glimpse of the moon outside 
the window. “Mother,” she asked, “is the moon God’s light?”

“Yes,” answered the mother.

The next question was “Will God put out his light and go to sleep?”

The mother replied, “No, my child, God never goes to sleep.”

Then out of the simplicity of a child’s faith, she said these words, which 
gave reassurance to the fearful mother. “Well, as long as God’s light is 
on, He’s awake, and we might as well go to sleep”

We should always be comforted, just as that little child was, by the 
knowledge that God is always, always watching over us, day or night. 
Not only is he watching over us he has created this wonderful world for 
us to live in. We are now beginning to see winter change into spring, new 
life is all around us. How can we travel down the hill in springtime and 
not wonder at God’s creation as it spreads before us in the valley and 
hillsides, evidence enough that God never sleeps.

Sometimes a simple faith like that child has speaks the strongest. This is 
something we can take with us into this season of Lent, a time when in 
our own quiet way we can think and ask ourselves questions about our 
faith, or we can join a local Lent group to listen to talks and discussions 
exploring various areas of faith.

Then it is Easter, Jesus is risen, a time of great rejoicing.

No, God never sleeps.

It is better to walk with God in the dark than go alone in the light.
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We are now in that period of the Christian year known as Lent, a time 
of reflection, repentance and renewal, before we recall the events 

around the death and resurrection of Jesus.  

Many people, whether they go to church or not, traditionally choose 
to give up something such as chocolates or crisps or alcohol or even 
social media for Lent.  For some it is a good way of losing weight, for 
others it is a time of detox and for others it is all about proving they are 
self-disciplined. For Christians it is more about shedding whatever is 
standing between them and God.  

Some Christians in the busyness of today’s world, rather than giving 
something up, prefer to carry out an extra daily ritual that requires a 
spiritual self such as reading a passage from the bible, following a 
Lenten course or deepening their prayer life.  

The forty days of Lent are based on the time Jesus spent in the 
wilderness following his baptism, when he struggled with the temptation 
to turn stones into bread to satisfy his hunger; to jump off the pinnacle 
of the temple and not coming to any harm hence proving his deity; or 
allowing evil to become the order of the day.  

As we move from Christmas to Easter, from the Cradle to the Grave, in 
this time of Lent how about taking the opportunity to hear the story of 
God’s son through the eyes of his earthly father.
Perhaps I’ll see you there... Rev Anne Potter,

Team Vicar, Worcester West Rural Team

WORCESTER WEST RURAL TEAM QUIET DAY
The Worcester West Rural Team’s annual Quiet Day is taking place on 
Thursday 15th March at Holland House, Cropthorne. The day which 
begins at 10am and finishes at 4pm will be led by Revd Canon Ruth 
Wintle.
Holland House is set in wonderful countryside with gardens running 
down to the banks of the River Avon, a perfect setting to enjoy the 
spiritual refreshment that the Quiet Day offers. The cost of the day 
is £25.00 which includes coffee and biscuits on arrival, lunch and 
afternoon tea and cake. For further details please contact Pat Snelling, 
01886 812443 or patricia.snelling@btinternet.com
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JESUS MY BOY
‘Jesus My Boy’ is an extremely 
humorous one-man, one act play. 
It is incredibly moving. beautifully 
and cleverly written by John Dowie. 
Previously performed in the West 
End by international star Tom Conti

Meet Joseph, just about the worst carpenter in the area. He first got 
to know his wife when she returned to complain about a table she had 
bought from him. It didn’t stop him asking her out and they eventually 
got married. A pretty unremarkable marriage until Mary announces that 
she is pregnant and that Joseph is not the father. When the boy grows 
up, he turns out to have a remarkable talent with wood, lending further 
weight to the idea that Joseph may not be the father! The young man has 
more important things to do than make furniture, however. He must set 
out on the road to his destiny; an agonising death followed by the most 
remarkable set of events the world has ever seen. This is a stunning 
one-man play, the story of Jesus seen through the eyes of Joseph, an 
ordinary and down-to-earth man, dismayed about how his image is later 
portrayed in Christian art work! 

St Peters Church, Martley,  Wednesday 21st March at 7.30pm
Tickets £10.00 from Becky Elliott (07961 053869) or 
Jean Hyslop (07815 190448)

SHELSLEYS ROAD CLOSURE
Part of Pard House Lane, Shelsley Beauchamp (C2228) will be closed for 
approximately six days from its junction with B4203 Stanford Bridge to its 
junction with C2229 Shelsley Beauchamp from Wednesday, 14th March, 
in order to allow carriageway work to be undertaken by Worcestershire 
County Council. Access will be permitted to land or premises fronting the 
highway affected where there is no other form of access.

Alternative route: C2228 Shelsley Beauchamp, C2026 Shelsley Walsh, 
C2026 Stanford Bridge, C2026 Stanford Bridge and vice versa.
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LOWER SAPEY NEWS
Spring at last! I have just watched a hungry buzzard gobbling up a mouse or 
vole in my field - usually he is to be seen tormenting the crows as they try to 
build their nests or tend their young. Very noisy!

As we reported last month, Barbara Raybould has left the village.  We all wish 
her lots of happiness in her new home.  The centre of the village (eight houses) 
will notice that their Teme Triangle no longer drops through their front doors as 
Barbara delivered them. The magazine will be available as usual in church, be 
aware that the church door is very heavy but never locked.

Our Ladies Bible Study was initiated close to 40 years ago by two Baptists 
from Worcester - Percy Chisnell and Margaret Cotteral always with the strong 
support of Ancrum Evans (who started and ran the men’s group for a number 
of years).  Margaret ran the ladies’ group for a long time as well as the thriving 
family services.  Valerie Edwards and Dot Millward were two of the original 
members who are still involved.  Nowadays we hold our meetings around the 
parish by invitation of members who offer hospitality at their homes.  The March 
meeting will be with Suzanna Everitt at 2pm on Tuesday 13th March.  We would 
love to welcome new members, so do come along if you would like to.

We recently had a St Bartholomew’s Church housekeeping meeting to organise 
the cleaning and the regular flowers for the altar and the memorial.  We came 
to the conclusion that it would work better if we each took a month to be 
responsible for both cleaning and flowers.  Once we have checked that this will 
suit everyone we will pass round a list as well as posting it on the notice board in 
the porch.  Hopefully this will be helpful as our village numbers of helpers have 
declined over the years!

NOTICES
Service for March:   4th Morning Prayer with Ruth, 11th Mothering Sunday with 
the Methodists, 18th third Sunday Songs of Praise with Dot.  25th Palm Sunday 
at Laylocks at 11am.  Easter Day is 1st April with Jan Webb.  All our services are 
as usual at 10.30am except for the away service at Laylocks which is at 11am.

Coming Soon:  15th April Spring Walk to Pat Savage’s home for tea after which 
we shall all walk back to church for Evensong.
19th May Celebration Tea for The Royal Wedding in St Bartholomew’s garden. 
Also that weekend we celebrate the birth of the Christian church. Lots of cake!
16/17 June Art, Poetry and Music festival and exhibition. This will be a showroom 
for all artists young and old from our parish so please consider what you or your 
children can submit to be shown. Note the dates and watch this space.
CLOCKS SPRING FORWARD FOR PALM SUNDAY
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Suppliers and Installers of:
Aluminium Windows
Aluminium Bi-Folding Doors
Hardwood and Softwood Bespoke Timber Windows, 
Doors and Conservatories including 
Grade I and Grade II listed 
Secondary Glazing and Replacement Sealed Glass Units
UPVC Windows, Doors and Conservatories
Garage Doors, Fascia and Soffits 
We now also specialise in small building projects including 
carpentry and joinery
PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE NO
OBLIGATION QUOTATION

Haven Nurseries
Bank Road
Little Witley
Nr Worcester
WR6 6LR

Tel: 07966-804007 
Tel/Fax: 01886-888024
VAT No: 824 6536 21

J & S Trade Supplies

Partners: JT Bull & SR Bull
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Specialist valuations of Antiques,
Fine Art and House contents for:

Probate/Inheritance tax,
Sale by Auction, Marital Separation

Sales by auction arranged
House clearance service available

www.adrianmackwell.com

LEE JAMES
CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Qualified and experienced in all aspects of carpentry

SERVICING OF

AGA... 
RAYBURN...

OIL FIRED STOVES...
CENTRAL HEATING 

BOILERS
––––––––––––––––––––––––––

MIKE TINGEY
OFTEC ASSESSED PROFESSIONAL

SERVICE ENGINEER
Fully insured

Tel: 07974 983 133
Email: miketingey.mt@gmail.com

LOCAL PILATES 
CLASSES EVERY DAY 
including Whitbourne, Martley and
Hanley Broadheath on Tuesday’s

Please contact Sue Bratton for more 
details or to book a place 07974 343609
or sue-bratton@tiscali.co.uk

Beautiful, fragrant, locally grown  
floral arrangements for all occasions

kate@shelsleyherbsflowers.co.uk
01886 812184   07887 706147
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District Councillor Caroline Palethorpe’s Report to Clifton 
Parish Council - 1st February 2018
Waste changes update: Good progress is being made with the introduction 
from 2 April 2018 of changes to our waste and recycling collection services. 
Properties throughout the district have been assessed for their suitability for 
individual black bins, communal bins or remaining on sacks and we are pleased 
to say that a large number of properties currently using recycling sacks have 
been identified as suitable for bins as part of the new service. Each home has 
received a letter setting out more details about the changes and in particular 
whether their property is identified as suitable for an individual black bin, 
communal bin or remaining on sacks. If anyone has any additional enquiries 
please visit www.malvernhills.gov.uk/refuse-and-recycling, select Deliver/
Replace Bin or Sacks and fill in the form. Alternatively you can call the waste 
changes hotline on 01684 862490.

Apprenticeships to fill skills gaps: Companies in the Malvern Hills District are 
increasingly turning to apprenticeships to help fill key skills shortages and ensure 
they can continue to grow. Latest figures from Worcestershire Local Enterprise 
Partnership show 610 people started an apprenticeship in the district in 2016/17 
– up almost 11 per cent when compared with the previous 12 months. The 
district is the only place in Worcestershire where the uptake of apprenticeships 
is showing a double digit increase. Among those turning to apprentices is 
Malvern Electro Plating and Key IQ, a business and technology consultancy that 
also manages the Wyche Innovation Centre. Both companies received support 
through MHDC apprenticeship grant. The money can be claimed in addition 
to national grants. For more information speak to our Economic Development 
Team ecodev@malvernhills.gov.uk or visit www.worcsapprenticeships.org.uk.

Enterprising Worcestershire – New Year, new start: If you know of any would-
be entrepreneurs out there then this news may be of interest to them. The 
start of a new year is a time during which most of us take the opportunity to 
reflect upon the year gone by and look forward to what we would like to achieve 
in the coming year. Job satisfaction is one of the key areas to consider, so if 
you know of anyone thinking of starting their own business or becoming self-
employed, Enterprising Worcestershire can help. Enterprising Worcestershire, 
which is part-funded by the European Regional Development Fund, offers 
free support and advice; whether someone has an idea or a fully-formed plan, 
their team of delivery partners and experienced advisors can support people 
and help make a dream a reality. From setting up a business to running it, 
their informative workshops and 1-2-1 support cover a wide range of topics. 
For eligible businesses, there is also a match-funded grant of up to £1,500 
available. For further information contact Worcestershire Business Central on 
01905 677888 or visit www.business-central.co.uk/eworcestershire
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Business Bulletin: Our latest business e-bulletin features information on tourism 
funding, degree apprenticeship funding for small businesses, and events. To 
view the bulletin or subscribe visit www.malvernhills.gov.uk/business

Broadband update: Two new schemes designed to help even more of 
Worcestershire’s households and businesses to get high-speed fibre broadband 
have been launched. The first is a co-funding initiative, where the costs of 
deploying the expensive infrastructure is shared between the County Council,
Openreach and local residents wanting to upgrade.
http://www.superfastworcestershire.com/complementary-schemes#local
Meanwhile, local firms wanting to improve their broadband speeds can apply 
for one of the County Council’s new business broadband vouchers to help 
them with the cost of upgrading. http://www.superfastworcestershire.com/
complementary-schemes#erdf
These two new schemes are part of the drive to reach the final four per cent 
of county households and businesses not yet covered by any public or private 
sector roll-out programme.

Green Dog Walkers scheme: This week sees the launch of our new Green Dog 
Walker scheme, where local residents will be encouraged to become a Green 
Dog Walker. We hope the scheme will help change attitudes about dog fouling 
across the district. The scheme also supports the Public Space Protection 
Order. All Green Dog Walkers will take a pledge to always:
• Clean up after their dog
• Carry extra dog waste bags
• Be happy to be approached to lend a dog waste bag to those without
• Be a friendly reminder to other dog walkers to clean up after their dogs
Volunteers who sign up will receive a GDW badge, free poo bags, a dog 
bandana and a volunteer pack.GDW is a national scheme that has previously 
won the UK Kennel Club Dog Recognition Award and featured at Crufts. GDW 
was also a finalist for the CIWM Innovation in Waste Management Award.
Visit www.malvernhills.gov.uk/green-dog-walkers or email streetscene@
malvernhills.gov.uk for more information.

Malvern Hills District Children's rubber stamp design competition launched: A 
new design competition, led by MHDC and The Malvern Hills Trust, will invite 
children aged between 5 and 14 years to design Malvern Hills themed rubber 
stamps. The competition has been launched in preparation for a Letterboxing 
event, taking place later in the year, where the winning stamps will be used as 
part of a quest for children and families to find on and around the Malvern Hills. 
Please encourage children to enter. I have sent the details to Clifton upon Teme 
Primary School. Visit www.malvernhills.gov.uk/competition or email
getactive@malvernhills.gov.uk for more information 
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MARTLEY OIL SYNDICATE 
Join the Martley Oil Syndicate and save several pence a litre on home heating 
oil. The syndicate has been running for quite a few years and currently has 
about 240 members but new members are always welcome. The more members 
there are means a larger annual turnover, which means cheaper prices for all!  

Members can order via Alan Colburn at any time of the month but the cut-off 
date is the tenth - variable if it happens to be a weekend or public holiday. That’s 
when he aggregates the individual orders and then rings round about five or six 
suppliers and gets the best price for that amount. He then places the bulk order 
with the supplier – all go in together with no stragglers or latecomers! 

Alan has built up a good relationship with Hingley & Callow over the last few 
years and would normally get the best deal from them - the added advantage 
being that they now know where all the syndicate customers live. Please note 
that before an order can be delivered to a new customer credit/debit card details 
will be confirmed by Hingley & Callow

“Please do not give me orders on the 10th,” says Alan. “The last link in the chain 
is to ring or e-mail the members who have ordered and tell them the price and 
expected delivery day – in general terms delivery is within a week.  As most 
people realise oil prices fluctuate on a daily basis so I do not keep track of prices 
from day to day – just on the day when the syndicate orders. I appreciate that 
the idea of ordering a product before you know the price is a bit scary, but it 
works. If you consider that the syndicate orders, on average, 26,000 litres per 
month then it’s easy to appreciate the advantage of  bulk buying – last year our 
turnover was 300,000 litres.”

Members are responsible for settling their accounts direct with the supplier – 
Alan has no part in any financial transactions and does not receive any salary, 
commission, gratuity or ‘kick-backs’.  “I run this as a community based project 
for the benefit of members who live mainly in the Martley/Clifton/Wichenford/ 
Shrawley area. When I took over the running of the group we had a healthy 
amount in the ‘kitty’ and the expenses have been kept very low. At present there 
is no joining fee or annual subscription. If you would like to join then just let me 
have the usual details:  full name, address incl. post-code, landline tel.no and 
mobile no., and e-mail address if you’re on line”.

For further information on how to save money on heating oil please contact Alan 
Colburn at alan.colburn@martley.org or telephone 01886 888575. Mobile: 0755 
428 4607.
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Services for March 2018
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

March
1 Clifton Parish Council meeting, VH 7.40pm
2 Clifton Litter Pick: meet at Lion Inn 2.30pm
7 Clifton Friendship Club: Penny Bowden Holidays VH 2.30pm
8 Teme Valley Wildlife Group meeting, Rochford VH 7.30pm
13 Shelsleys’ Parish Council meeting VH 7pm
13 Clifton WI meeting VH 7.30pm
14  Shelsleys’ Gardening Club meeting:  

Orchards of Worcestershire Clifton VH 7.30pm
15  Worcester West Rural Team Quiet Day,  

Holland House, Cropthorne 10am
22  Worcester Repertory Company:  

Jesus My Boy, St Mary’s Church, Stanford 7.30pm
24 Rural Reels film: Clifton VH 7pm

April
4  Clifton Friendship Club: Martin Bennett:  

Emergency/First Aid. VH 2.30pm
5 Clifton Parish Council meeting, VH 7.40pm
11  Shelsleys’ Gardening Club meeting:  

Brian Draper The River Wye Clifton VH 7.30pm
18  Clifton Friendship Club, Megan Farmer:  

Bed Bugs and Bedpans/35 years working in the NHS VH 2.30pm
22 Rural Reels film: Paddington 2 Clifton VH 7pm

May
3 Clifton Parish Council meeting, VH 7.40pm
5 Midland Automobile Club meeting, Shelsley Walsh
6 Midland Automobile Club meeting, Shelsley Walsh
16  Shelsleys’ Gardening Club meeting:  

Gardens of the South West Clifton VH 7.30pm
19  Royal Wedding Big Breakfast, Clifton VH  

followed by Afternoon Tea
16  Clifton Friendship Club coffeee morning,  

Marie & Eddie Thompson 10am
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MARK’S MOUNTAIN MARCH
Clifton’s Mark Stevens is off  
again on yet another fund-raising 
hike for charity. This time, he 
and eight colleagues from work 
are hiking up Snowdon via the 
Llanberis route to the summit on 
Thursday, March 1st.

The team of nine, all members 
of the Incentive FM Leadership 
team, are raising money for   
Scotty’s Little Soldiers, a charity 
dedicated to supporting children 
and young people who have lost 
a parent whilst serving in the 
British Armed Forces.

Mark completed a 500 mile 
trek along the pilgrimage route 
to Santiago de Compestla in 
northern Spain in 2016, raising 
nearly £5,000 for Marie Curie 
Cancer Care.

“I’m planning to go back with the same two companions to complete a 
similar route in June this year, but following a diff erent route,” says Mark.

OPENFOR SALE:
Three-seater settee and matching 
reclining chair in very good condition. 
£100 o.n.o. Jean Nuttall, Great Witley 01299 896347

[To advertise items in next month’s Temebay, contact Jerry Johns 
on 01886 812304 or crown.house@polperropress.co.uk]
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