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Members of the Shelsley Walsh Water Mill Society at the open weekend.

2 www.temetriangle.net

Our front cover photo shows:
Marking the dedication of an embroidered kneeler at St Kenelm’s church, Clifton in 
memory of Christine Fletcher, are (left to right) Eileen Richmond, Janet Melillo, Rita Slat-
er, Pat Snelling, Sue Barnes, Tania (Christine's daughter) and Billy (Christine's grand-
son). See our full report on page 5.
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CLIFTON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

At a well-attended meeting of Clifton’s new Parish Council last month, 
John Bowden was elected Chairman, with James Dawson as Vice-
Chairman, aided by Clerk Michelle Alexander. Other members of the 
Council are Russ Henry, Mandy Henry, Chris Haywood, Sid Haywood 
and Julie Collins. 

At the following Annual Parish Meeting, John Bowden said the Parish 
Council aimed to be “open, available and will increase the public time 
at meetings to 30 minutes, with three minutes allocated to anyone who 
wishes to speak.”  He urged residents to attend the monthly meetings 
of the Council. “We really need you support and input,” he added. “The 
minutes will be much more detailed and will be available in draft form 
about a week after each meeting.”

[Draft minutes are on pages 14-15] 

CLIFTON SCHOOL TEACHER’S MARATHON
Clifton Primary School teacher Susie Quill’s 
marathon training regime paid off and the school 
pupils and staff are very proud of her fantastic 
achievement when she completed the London 
Marathon in just under four hours, narrowly 
inside the target she had set herself! She has 
raised £5370 for her chosen charity, SOFT UK.
 
Afterwards she said: “Please accept my 
heartfelt thanks for all the donations, support 
and kind wishes from parents, staff, governors 
and children. I really have been overwhelmed 
by it all”
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ADOPTION STORY SEQUEL
In the March Teme Triangle I wrote an article ahead of my trip to Hong 
Kong. It appears to have generated interest amongst readers and more 
than one person has urged me to write a follow up piece.

You may recall that I was planning to visit the orphanage - Po Leung Kuk 
(PLK) where I spent the first two years of my life before being adopted 
by an English couple in the 1960s. I made that visit, along with friends 
Stuart and Jill Smith, also Teme Valley residents, who had themselves 
adopted a child from PLK some 20 years later. We spent the morning 
with a lovely social worker, Stella. She seemed so interested in us and 
I think we were quite a tonic for her as we were sharing ‘good news’ 
stories; adoption placements of course do not always work out. 
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She showed us around the area where babies and children are now 
cared for and we had chance to go in the original building where I would 
have been looked after which is now a museum. She also arranged for 
three photos to be developed and gave me these plus a progress report 
of me at five months and some weight charts. One photo of me as a 
tiny baby is very special to me as I had not seen these before; it was 
also interesting to read about me as a five month old! In addition Stella 
provided us with the addresses of the Adoption Unit in Hong Kong’s 
Social Services as well as the location of International Social Services 
and suggested we went there if I wanted to find out more about my 
background. This we did and again encountered equally helpful and 
interested staff – each were willing to help me trace my roots.

Since returning from Hong Kong I have been sent more information about 
my very humble beginnings. It would be a bit difficult to write the detail 
in this article but for those who I have read it to, it has not surprisingly 
generated strong emotions, mostly in recognition of how vulnerable my 
birth mother was, it is not easy reading.

People have asked me how I feel about all this. For those who know me, 
you will know I have a strong personal Christian faith. The journey I am 
now on with my root tracing has unexpectedly become a spiritual one 
too. It has generated many questions for me but also re-enforced the 
strong sense I have of God’s protection and love for me, which I believe 
He has for each of us, whatever our backgrounds. I returned from Hong 
Kong with an inner joy and peace and sense of security in God which 
may seem counter intuitive. But this is giving me the resolve to find out 
more about what happened to my birth mother and reach out to her - if 
of course she is still alive. I have been given leads as to where I should 
go next but I realise it may not be an easy journey either practically 
or emotionally. It also motivates me to continue to support others who 
are vulnerable. I have been so blessed in my life despite not the best 
introduction into the world. I am extremely grateful to many people who 
have helped me tap into my potential and most of all am grateful to God 
for holding me in his hands and not letting go of me.

Maybe I will have to do another update when I have more to share on 
this fascinating journey I am on...
 Hilary Higton
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MINDFULNESS
& MEDITATION
Short courses introducing beginners to the

meaning and practice of mindfulness &
mediation. For more information 

Contact Nicky: localyoga@aol.com
07749 176 091 
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Tel/Fax: 01886 853 530
Mobile: 07970000881

• MOT Repairs • Tyres
• Servicing • Batteries
• Accident Repairs • Exhausts

Harpley Works
Clifton-on-Teme

7www.temetriangle.net

WORCESTERSHIRE WILLS
Est. 2013

Clare Burden
MEMBER OF THE INSTITUTE OF
PROFESSIONAL WILL WRITERS

SPECIALISING IN WILL DRAFTING AND
POWERS OF ATTORNEY

APPROACHABLE AND FRIENDLY
COMPETITIVE RATES
FULLY CRB CHECKED

HOME VISITS AND EVENINGS IF REQUIRED
Practising as a successful family lawyer for 8 years until 
taking time off to have a family, Clare has now set up her 

own company providing private client services.

To arrange a friendly and confidential consultation,
Contact Clare Burden

T. 01299 879826
M. 07855 350245

E. clare@worcestershirewills.com
worcestershirewills.com

STOVES
LIMITED

01886 812452
www.is-stoves.co.ukSteps Farm

Clifiton Upon Teme
Worcester 
WR6 6EN

• Woodburning & Multifuel Stoves

• Stove Spares & Repairs

• Glass, Ropes, Bricks, Baffles, Cleaners

• Chimney Liner Kits & Flue Pipes

• Kiln Dried Logs, Kindling and Firelighters

Showroom & Online Shop
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The Manor Arms Inn3 Abberley Village3 Worcestershire WR6 6BN
wwwdthemanorarmsdcoduk

Open 12pm f11pm Every Day
Call 01299 890300

The Manor Arms Inn Abberley ManorArmsInn

THE MANOR ARMS 
ABBERLEY 

A beautifully refurbished traditional village pub with locally 
sourced fresh food and alesd

Our Head Chef sources top quality local ingredients to create 
traditional dishes and exciting specials.

Overnight stays in our beautiful rooms, available this Autumn!

You and your guests can be sure of a warm welcome, we look 
forward to seeing you soon.

Free function room available for local clubs, meetings, 
special events and parties.

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter for news and eventsd

The Manor Arms Inn3 Abberley Village3 Worcestershire WR6 6BN
wwwdthemanorarmsdcoduk

Open 12pm f11pm Every Day
Call 01299 890300

The Manor Arms Inn Abberley ManorArmsInn

THE MANOR ARMS 
ABBERLEY 

A beautifully refurbished traditional village pub with locally 
sourced fresh food and alesd

Our Head Chef sources top quality local ingredients to create 
traditional dishes and exciting specials.

Overnight stays in our beautiful rooms, available this Autumn!

You and your guests can be sure of a warm welcome, we look 
forward to seeing you soon.

Free function room available for local clubs, meetings, 
special events and parties.

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter for news and eventsd

West Wind Counselling 

Sarah Jeffery MBACP    Holt Heath, Worcs WR6 

For help and support  
with emotional pain or distress  

including: 
 depression, stress, anger or anxiety  
 bereavement, loss, setbacks, grief 
 low confidence or self-esteem 
 relationship difficulties or other troubles  

T: 07432 078087  
E: westwindcounselling@gmail.com 
W: www.west-wind-counselling.co.uk 
 

Please call or email me for  
a first confidential discussion.   

I look forward to hearing from you. 
“It was such a relief to find someone to talk to,  
who understands and can help me to find my way.   
I would recommend counselling with Sarah to  
anyone who is struggling to cope.”  (Client RP) 

Sarah Jeffery MBACP  Sapey Common  Worcs WR6

Gareth Vaughan Counselling
Bereavement – Depression – Anxiety

Areley Kings – Astley Cross
07544 518276

www.gareth-vaughan.co.uk
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Let your Milkman do the Walking
01584 881385 / phil@eardiston.com

C.L. GIBBS
BUILDERS

EXTENSIONS • ALTERATIONS
PLASTERING • UPVC WINDOWS

ROOFING • TILING • LANDSCAPING
FASCIAS • GUTTERING • STONE WORK
For all types of building work call your local
family builder for advice and free estimate

01886 812 450
07905 396 971

National…Daily…Sunday & Local Papers
…Magizines…All Milk…

…Dairy Products…Eggs…Soft Drinks
…& Waters etc.

Visit us at Mill Farm, 
Stanford Bridge, for 
Beauty and holistic 

treatments, bespoke 
pamper parties, yoga and 
pilates classes, wellbeing 

workshops and talks.
Please call for an 

appointment or more 
information on 
07964 176747

www.purethyme.co.uk.
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TEME VALLEY WILDLIFE GROUP
The next meeting of the Teme Valley Wildlife Group is on Thursday June 13th 
2019 when James Woodend will talk on the wildlife of Namibia at 7:30pm at 
Stoke Bliss and Kyre village hall, WR15 8RR. It is just £2 on the door and 
everybody is most welcome. 

Free to a good home: 
Dyson Vacuum Cleaner.  Animal T2.  Corded.  With various tools.  
Suitable for carpets, rugs, wood or tile surfaces. Will handle pet 
hairs. Fitted with an HEPA filter (for people who might suffer from 
allergies). In working order.  No longer required.  
Club Edition Trouser Press, with three timer settings, 15, 30 or 
45 minutes. In working order. No longer required. 
Contact Mike Pedersen: e-mail:  mikehpedersen@aol.com  
01886 812433 or 07748884064
For sale:
Carlsboro 100 watt P.A./ Instrument amplifier. Four inputs, 
separate Volume, Bass, Treble controls. Plus 1 Master Volume control. Measures: H. 
15cm. W. 48cm. D. 29cm. Black material covered. Corners have heavy duty edging. 
V.G.C. Two speaker cabinets. Each contain 1 x 12’’ speaker. Measures: H. 52cm. 
W. 42cm. D. 32cm. Speakers can be stacked, separated or put on pole stand (not 
supplied). Black material covered. Corners have heavy duty edging. Carrying handle. 
V.G.C. £95. Delivered free in Teme Triangle area.
Analogue D J Stereo Mixer with echo and equaliser, fader, three mic inputs, six sliders 
and master. RCA connections and jack plug sockets on rear. Excellent condition. £45. 
Delivered free in Teme Triangle area.
Call Peter Davey 01886 853169 Mobile: 07833702181.
[To advertise items in the next issue’s Temebay, contact Jerry Johns on 01886 812304 
or crown.house@polperropress.co.uk]

CLIFTON SCOUTS DISCO & SUMMER BALL
Clifton Scouts are holding a 1980s Disco and Summer Ball on Saturday, 29th 
June, in the village hall from 7pm. Tickets £8 can be purchased from the Lion 
Inn, the village hall on Tuesday evenings or direct from Deb Haywood on 07540 
606425. The event includes a barbeque and bar. All proceeds will be donated 
to the Clifton-on-Teme Scouts.

OPEN
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PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCIES FOR SHELSLEY KINGS
Two vacancies have arisen to represent the parish of Shelsley Kings.  In 
order to be considered for co-option you must be:
At least 18 years old. A British citizen, an eligible Commonwealth citizen or a 
citizen of any other member state of the European Union.
You must also meet at least one of the following four qualifications:
You are, and will continue to be, registered as a local government elector for 
the parish which you wish to represent.
You have occupied as owner or tenant any land or other premises in the 
parish area during the whole of the last 12 months or
Your main or only place of work during the last 12 months has been in the 
parish area, or
You have lived in the parish area or within three miles of it during the whole 
of the last12 months.
If you are interested and would like more information and an application form 
please contact Jan Speyer 01886 812444 email shelsleyspc@gmail.com.  
Closing date is July 8th 2019

SHELSLEYS JUNE EVENTS 
The Shelsleys’ village hall Coffee Morning will take place on Saturday, 
1st June between 10am and 12noon. Everyone welcome for coffee, 
cake and chat with neighbours.

All Saints Church PCC invite you to a Prayer Walk from the church at 
12 noon on Tuesday, 4th June, along the path through Church Fields, 
stopping to pray along the way and ending at Cassian and Jane Roberts’ 
home for light refreshments. 

The Carnival Band will be performing in the Shelsleys’ village hall 
from 7pm on Saturday, 22nd June, playing a unique blend of medieval, 
renaissance, world and traditional music. 
Tickets are £12 and available from Beryl Blackburn on 01886 812535 or 
beryl.blackburn@yahoo.com

CLIFTON HISTORY ON DISPLAY
Clifton past and present was on display at last month’s photographic 
exhibition which featured work by current amateur photographers as 
well as an impressive display of local images dating back to the late 19th 
century. Organiser Ros Wain thanked everyone who had helped stage 
the event. “We raised almost £150 towards future community projects in 
the village,” she said.
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DRAFT Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Clifton Parish Council and 
Annual Parish Meeting held Thursday 16th May 2019 

PRESENT: Councillors J. Bowden, R. Henry, A. Henry, J. Dawson and C. 
Haywood. Also present: County Cllr K. Pollock, M. Alexander (Relief Clerk), 20 
members of the Public. 
Councillor R. Henry opened the meeting in the absence of the outgoing 
Chairman. 
Election of Chairman: It was proposed by Cllr A. Henry, seconded Cllr R. 
Henry, that Cllr J. Bowden be appointed as Chairman of the Parish Council. All 
agreed. Cllr Bowden duly signed his Declaration of Office.
Appointment of Relief Clerk: It was proposed by Cllr Bowden, seconded Cllr 
C. Haywood, that M. Alexander be appointed as Relief Clerk with immediate 
effect. All agreed.
Apologies for Absence: Cllr S. Haywood was absent due to a holiday 
commitment. Approved.
To receive Resignations of Office or Applications for Co-option: 
No resignations received. It was proposed by Cllr Bowden, seconded Cllr A. 
Henry, that J. Collins be co-opted. All agreed. Cllr Colins signed her Declaration 
of Office and joined the meeting. The Clerk will notify MHDC accordingly.
Election of Vice Chairman: It was proposed by Cllr A. Henry, seconded Cllr R. 
Henry, that Cllr J. Dawson be appointed as Vice-Chairman. All agreed.
Declarations of Interests and consideration of requests for Councillor 
Dispensations in line with s33 of the Localism Act 2011: 
Councillors were reminded of the need to complete Registers of Interests in 
accordance with election regulations. There were no personal or prejudicial 
interests declared. There were no applications for Councillor Dispensations.
PUBLIC TIME: There were no matters raised.
To Note Standing Orders and consider any revisions required: Noted. No 
revisions required.
To note the Councillor Code of Conduct: Duly noted by the Council.
Schemes of Delegation: It was proposed by Cllr Bowden, seconded Cllr C. 
Haywood, to appoint Members and delegated authority to the following:
Staffing Committee: Cllrs R. Henry, C. Haywood, J. Dawson. All agreed
Urgent Business Committee: Cllrs J. Bowden, J. Dawson, A. Henry & the Clerk. 
All agreed.
 Finance Committee: Cllrs J. Bowden, A. Henry, J. Colins & the Clerk. All agreed.
To Review the Council’s Financial Regulations, Risk Assessments and 
Insurance Requirements: It was unanimously agreed to delegate the reviews to 
the Finance Committee and for any recommendations to be brought to a future 
meeting. The Clerk will circulate all documents to the Committee for review.
To appoint Individuals or Groups of Councillors to the following Parish Council 
roles: 
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It was agreed that a Finance Working Group is not required. It was further 
agreed that there should be no Chairman or Vice-Chairman of the Staffing or 
Urgent Business Committees. 
It was unanimously agreed that there should be x3 cheque signatories: Cllrs J. 
Bowden, J. Dawson & A. Henry. Cllr A. Henry to progress the changes to the 
bank mandate with Cllr J. Bowden.
Worcestershire CALC Area Meeting Representatives: It was agreed that Cllrs J. 
Dawson and C. Haywood be appointed to this role. Clerk to notify CALC.
Approval of the Minutes of the extra-ordinary meeting of the Parish 
Council held 30th April 2019: It was noted that no current Councillors were 
present at the meeting and were therefore unable to approve the content. It was 
also noted that the Minutes had been approved by the previous Council at the 
end of the said meeting.
Publication of Council Minutes: It was unanimously agreed that all draft 
minutes should be published within 7-10 days of a meeting, unless there is a 
valid reason not to do so which is approved by Members.

DRAFT Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 
PRESENT: Councillors J. Bowden (Chairman), J. Dawson (Vice-Chairman), R. 
Henry, A. Henry, C. Haywood and J. Collins.
Also present: County Cllr K. Pollock, M. Alexander (Relief Clerk), PCSO V. 
Snape and 20 members of the Public. Apologies: Cllr S. Haywood, District Cllr 
C. Palethorpe.

Confirmation of the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held 3rd May 2018: 
The Minutes were duly noted but were unable to be agreed and signed as no 
current Member of the Council was present at the meeting.
To receive the Annual Report of the Parish Council by the Chairman: The previous 
Chairman having declined an invitation to make a report to this meeting, Cllr J. 
Bowden addressed the meeting and welcomed everyone to the new Council. 
Cllr Bowden explained how the Council wished to work with the local community 
going forward and thanked residents for the support shown to date.
Reports from other Organisations: Reports were made to the meeting as follows:
• PCSO V. Snape, West Mercia Constabulary
• P. Bowden, Clifton upon Teme W. I. 
• B. Seeley, Church Warden at St Kenelms
• R. Holloway, Nora Parsons Day Centre
• R. Wilson, Clifton Craft Group
• H. Wain, Clifton Scout Group
• A. Griffith, Clifton Guide Group
• A. Henry, Village Hall Committee
• B. Davis, Clifton Bell Ringers
District Councillor Report: The meeting noted apologies from District Cllr 
Palethorpe.  (continued on page 16)
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Monday-‐ Friday

9am-‐3.15pm

Ages	  2-‐5

Full&	  Half	  Days	  Available

Indoor	  &	  Outdoor	  Facilities	  Available

ALSO!

Breakfast	  Club	  8am-‐9am

After	  School	  Club	  3.15pm-‐6pm

Ages	  2-‐13

Martley	  C	  of	  E	  Primary	  
School,	  Martley,	  Worcester,	  

WR6	  6TJ

01886	  889127

www.martleypreschool.co.uk

Charity	  number:	  1056248

Forest	  School	  Sessions

Graduate	  Leader

Open Mondays and Thursdays 9.30am - 3pm for 
good company, refreshments, including a hot lunch, 

board games, and exercises. 
Also on offer a visiting hairdresser, and a podiatrist,
If transport is a problem we can collect you and take 

you home at the end of the day. 
Phone 01886 888374

Monday-Friday
9am-3.15pm

Ages 2-5
Full & Half Days Available

Indoor & Outdoor Facilities Available
ALSO !

Breakfast Club 8am-9am
After School Club 3.15pm-6pm

Ages 2-13

Martley CofE Primary School
Martley Worcester WR6 6TJ

01886 889127
www.martleypreschool.co.uk

HUNTLANDS FARM
BED & BREAKFAST
AND UPHOLSTERY

www.huntlandsfarm.co.uk
Tel: 01886 821955 / 07828 286360

OFFERS:
upholstery classes • upholstery commissions

en suite b&b accommodation • wedding venue
all in an idyllic, rural setting on a working farm.
And a self-catering, 6 bedroom farmhouse on an 

adjacent farm, www.moorhallfarm.co.uk

Your hosts, Lucy, a custom upholsterer and 
Stephen, a passionate cook, guarantee you a comfy 

stay with freshly prepared, local food to enjoy.

Mark Roughley 
GOsC
Registered Osteopath

Maylite Business Centre
Maylite Trading Estate
Martley, WR6 6PQ
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For further details,  
please telephone the Manager
 at the Centre 01886 812380

The Village, Clifton-upon-Teme,
Worcester WR6 6DE.

KIT BAMFORD
 

Based at The Birche, Shelsley Beauchamp, a 
special venue with unique ambience for wedding 
ceremonies and other celebrations, as well as other 
outside catering requirements, please call me on: 

01886 812251 or 07801 699597 or 01905 345200
Email: kitbamford@live.co.uk

TAILOR MADE QUALITY MENUS 
FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS

Ombersley Family
Dental Practice
Mrs  Andy Wright B.d.s. (Edin)

A friendly private practice 
specializing in preventive 
dental care for all the 
family in a happy relaxed 
atmosphere.

New patients welcome
Cosmetic treatments including tooth whitening

Sports gum-shields for all ages in  
various colours and designs

Same day emergency appointments
Large car park

Tel: 01905 621881
RACKS LANE, OMBERSLEY,

NR DROITWICH, WORCS. WR9 0EN
www.ombersleyfamilydental.co.uk

SERVICED OFFICES 
AND WORKSHOPS 

AVAILABLE ON 
FLEXIBLE  

MONTHLY TERMS
ALSO SMALL 

INDUSTRIAL UNITS
www.maylite.co.uk

Please contact Kate Shrubb on
01886 888455 for more details

MAYLITE TRADING ESTATE,
MARTLEY WR6 6PQ



Draft Abbreviated Minutes of The Shelsleys Parish Council Meeting 
held on May 14th 2019 following The Annual Parish Meeting.

Present: Dr L Taylor (Chairman), J Stinton, D Styles D Bates and Mrs K Metcalfe
Election of the Chairman: Dr Laura Taylor was elected as Chairman.
Apologies W Sutherland (vacation) K Webber (vacation) and C Palethorpe.
Minutes:  The minutes of the meeting held on March 12th 2019 were approved 
and signed as a true record.
Co-option of two Councillors for Shelsley Kings: The clerk will post notices 
on boards, and place an advertisement in the Teme Triangle and on the website.
Financial Regulations, Risk Assessment and Insurance. Insurance cover was 
deemed appropriate and the premium approved.
Individual Councillors appointed to offices: MAC liaison D Bates, Tree 
Warden J Stinton, Footpaths K Metcalfe. Lengthsman: The lengthsman’s 
Annual Contract with the Parish Council, will be renewed on terms agreed at 
the last meeting. 
The Lengthsman Rob Wilkes will be thanked for his work throughout the 
parish. Worksheets supplied for March and April were inspected and agreed 
for payment.
Parish Council Communications: Dedicated Councillor email addresses, 
the Chairman to help organise these. Facebook page will be arranged for the 
Parish Council.
Highways & Footpaths Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb footpath closures for meeting 
dates have been approved by WCC and notification sent to the Parish Council.

County Councillor Report: The meeting was addressed by County Cllr K. 
Pollock. The new Council was welcomed, and members of the public were 
thanked for attending and for their support. Matters discussed included Worcs 
CC Directorate Team changes, Budget management to include Children’s 
Services and Adult Social Care, Southern Link Road, New Norton Parkway and 
other capital projects across the County. There followed a question and answer 
session for both Councillors and Public present, including highway repairs and 
maintenance including wildflower management, County Libraries consultation 
and Planning matters although it was noted tat this is a District Council function. 
The Clerk was asked to obtain and circulate the Highways specification for 
wildflower management.
Resolutions for which written notice has been given:  None.
Remarks from Parishioners: The Council was asked to try and clarify the 
financial situation regarding the outgoing Clerk, as agreed by the previous 
Council. It was noted that the situation remains unclear currently and that it may 
take some time to respond to this request. The Clerk was asked to arrange for 
new Councillor details to be updated on the Parish Council website.There being 
no further business the meeting closed at 9.00 pm
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LUTE DEMONSTRATION PERFORMANCE
Today’s musicians… todays guitarists… come and find out about your 
early predecessors. Roxy Gundry plays the lute… and how!

She lectures and demonstrates worldwide on this older instrument and 
will talk about it and demonstrate it in Shelsley Village Hall on Friday 11th 
October. Put the date in your diary now and come and learn about Henry 
VIII and how he wooed his six wives. More details in due course.

Road closure details for installation of new water main, signs have been placed 
by works site near Harborough Bank.
County and District Councillor Reports: written reports will be available on 
the website.
Planning: MHDC decision: 18/01839/LB and 18/01840/HP Church House 
proposed summerhouse approved.
MHDC training programme July 4th Clerk to attend.
19/00326/FUL Shepherd hut application withdrawn
End of Year Accounts: 2018 2019 These were accepted, approved and signed. 
Audit: Section 1 was completed followed by section 2.
Clerk’s report on urgent decisions. In consultation with Councillors 19/00326/FUL 
shepherd’s huts at Camp Farm, the Parish Council objected to the application.
Progress Reports:
A waste bin for the lay bye at the junction with Camp Lane was chosen.
Broadband. An extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council was considered 
the best way of assessing the local requirement for superfast broadband. To be 
discussed at the next meeting.
Correspondence. All items not previously emailed were circulated.
Finance: The following payments were approved:
Insurance £330.00
Clerk’s salary and expenses £588.56
Lengthsman invoice for March and April £204.00
CALC subscription £279.79
CALC invoice for Clerk training £10.00.
Clerk’s PAYE, remuneration and HMRC payments are to be paid quarterly.
Bank balance at 13th May £10670.96
Mrs Warren will be removed as a bank signatory.
Monies received -  Precept £2000
For the next agenda: Election of Vice Chairman.
Date of next Parish Council meeting:  July 9th 2019
Full minutes, Charman’s report and future agenda are available on the WCC  
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/myparish/ website or as a link from the Teme 
Triangle website.
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Church Matters
  by Pippa Balch

The Dead Sea region lying 1,412 feet below sea level 
is one of the World’s driest areas. In Old Testament 
times it is thought to have been less arid, archaeological 
excavations have found ashen remains of prosperous 
cities such as Sodom and Gomorrah.  Reliable water 
supplies would have attracted nomadic people to settle.

North is Ein Gedi, commanding spectacular views over the Dead Sea to modern 
day Jordan.  The springs and streams have flowed continuously, providing 
life-giving water for animals and myriad plants long before David was being 
pursued by Saul up the precipitously steep and rocky stream bed, (1 Samuel Ch 
24). Today there is a modern ‘oasis’, Kibbutz Ein Gedi, founded in 1956, with a 
magnificent botanical garden, offering a welcome to travellers to this peaceful 
place, still reliant on the natural water supply.

In 2 Chronicles Ch 20 there are accounts of date palm groves and in Joshua 
Ch 15, v 62 it is prophesied that this location will be a fishing village, ''after the... 
waters have been made sweet''.

Travelling on towards Jericho, the oldest, continuously occupied town on Earth, 
in this seemingly barren landscape, the urge to find a picnic lunch spot creeps 
up. In the distance, above date palms, a golden dome comes into view, another 
‘oasis’, the Monastery of St Gerassimos. Enormous snap-dragons, marigolds 
and rose bushes, vegetables, hens and goats mix together; wild birds sing 
happily refreshed by water from the River Jordan similar to our own River Teme.  
There is a sense of tranquillity and timelessness.  A cheery Palestinian runs a 
cafe providing freshly squeezed orange juice & dates.  This ‘oasis’ is one of the 
earliest Monasteries founded in AD 456 by Gerassimos, a monk from Lycia, 
Turkey. He and his monks lived a prayerful life, living on dates and bread,

Tradition says Gerassimos found a lion near the River Jordan, roaring in pain 
from a thorn in his paw. He removed it; the lion befriended him and lived at the 
monastery. One day merchants stole the monks’ donkey, sometime later the 
same thieves passed by; the lion recognised the donkey and rescued it.  

From time to time we all need an ‘oasis’ for personal refreshment.  Maybe just 
time in the garden, a dog-walk or a kindly listening ear, for others, the peace 
found in the tranquillity of a 21st century monastery. As God said, the seventh 
day is to rest our minds and bodies and to refuel ourselves.
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CHINA TALK BY BISHOP’S WIFE

China specialist H-J Colston-Inge, wife of the Bishop of Worcester, the 
Right Reverend Dr John Inge, entertained a packed village hall supper 
event in Clifton last month with a talk on her work as Chairman and 
CEO of the Chopsticks Club, the UK’s largest independent China-UK 
professional network.

The event was the first of a new series of inspirational talks hosted by 
Churches Together in the Teme Valley in May and June, on the theme of 
‘O God … that’s life!’ Each one comprises a guest speaker and supper 
(bring your own wine), and will be held at Clifton Village Hall from 
7.00pm. The next speaker is the Rt. Reverend Graham Usher, Bishop 
of Dudley, on Wednesday 5th June. 

Tickets are £5 from Des & Beryl Robson: 01886 812535 / beryl.
blackburn@yahoo.com or Steve Tidmarsh: 07932 687886 / 
stephentidmarsh@aol.com 
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TAYLORS
CONSERVATORY
CARE
22 Saxon Close
Clifton upon Teme
Worcester WR6 6DL
Mobile: 07801 281821
Tel: 01886 812424
Fax: 01886 812954

Sales • Service • Repair
SUPPLY • INSTALLATION • AFTER SALES CARE • RE-ROOFING

We supply and fit:

Aluminium Windows and Doors • uPVC Windows and Doors
Hardwood and Softwood Windows and Doors

Conservatories in Hardwood / uPVC / Aluminium
PILKINGTON APPROVED INSTALLERS

Agents for Compton Garages & Alton Greenhouses
Please phone for Free Quotation  •  Fence Registration No. 18796

 
 

 

 
 

YOUR LOCAL PROFESSIONAL, 
INDEPENDENT RESIDENTIAL & 
RURAL PROPERTY SPECIALIST. 

• SALES 
• AUCTIONS 
• LETTINGS 
• ACQUISITIONS 

 

       
 

   
 

 

PC Troubles?
• PC problems solved
• Broadband connection set-up
• Home network set-up
• Printer and camera problems solved
• Website design service
• Basic PC training at home

For friendly and local advice and to
book a free consultation contact 

Bernadette Higgins on 07813 302 504
or e-mail: apctrouble@gmail.com  
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Party / Business / Reception / Function

CLIFTON VILLAGE HALL
Three meeting rooms (2 – 120 people)

Modern, well equipped kitchen 
with crockery, glasses etc.

Good parking in central location

Bookings: 01886-812464 / 812238/
812969 / 812335 or

hallshire.com

TEME VALLEY ACCOUNTS
Bookkeeping VAT
PAYE Sage Accounting
Tax Returns Draft Accounts

Contact: Claire on 
Tel: 01584 881708 or 07731 010099

Email: Claire.tva-accounts@outlook.com

TVA

Home
Tutoring

KS2 English and Maths
English Literature and Language

to A Level

Beginner’s French and Italian
Latin and Classical Greek to GCSE

Beginner’s piano lessons

Paul Tiffany MA, PGCE
Catherine Owen MA, PGCE 

Both DBS checked
01885 410229

pltiffany@aol.com
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fionacarterphysio.co.uk 
Mobile 07712 032998

Email fi.carter.pyf@gmail.com

Physiotherapy for both 
women and men’s health, 
looking holistically at the  

individual, advising on 
key health messages to 

help improve lifestyle and 
well being.

Set in beautiful surroundings
(with french windows leading onto terrace)

Close to the river and hillclimb

Well equipped kitchen • Bar available

Ideal for meetings, dances, parties etc.

VERY REASONABLE RATES

Contact for bookings 

Dave Bates 01886 812551
www.shelsleys-vh.uk

F O R  H I R E

S H E L S L E Y

Professional painter & decorator 
in Clifton-upon-Teme

Interior & exterior, from a single room to a whole house

Tel 01886 812168 / 07759 298754
E-mail paulthepainter23@msn.com

Paul the Painter
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Liz Whittaker - lady chauffeur 
Affordable Comfort Travel in Style

Transport solutions for up to eight passengers.
All air and seaport. Wedding and sporting events.

 Local and National journeys. 07814 006179

Friday 1st February Polly Edwards
Friday 1st March On Tree Canyon
Friday 5th April Dan Greenaway
Friday 3rd May Mel and Him
Friday 7th June TBA
Friday 5th July Sean Jeffrey

Opening times:
Fridays 5pm till midnight,
Saturdays 12noon till midnight
Sundays 12noon til 8pm
Only Open the fi rst weekend of the month

the snug
beauty massage & therapies

revitalise & relax in cosy barn
setting in Stockton, Teme Valley

07989 529215
please call for an appointment

latest technology in non-surgical facelift, oxygen facials & glycopeels
phone us to book a complimentary demo

FUTURE 
EVENTS:

•T.V.  •Video  •Audio
•Electronic Repairs
•Microwave Ovens

DAVE PARKER
01885 410711

Mobile 07790 423158

Prompt efficient service at competitive rates



LOWER SAPEY NEWS
May was a sad month in Harpley (Lower Sapey) as we had to say 
goodbye to Dick Stephens who died on Good Friday. Dick took a great 
interest in village life and became choirmaster of our ‘Pop up Choir’. We 
sang for him at the funeral the 23rd psalm as arranged for The Vicar of 
Dibley. He was serious about his music and drilled us hard to get our 
timing right! A sad goodbye from all of us. We all wish Vanessa and the 
children well during this tragic time.

It was Dick’s idea to have an Antiques Roadshow valuation day on 18th 
May in aid of Christian Aid and the St Bartholomew renovations. Each 
valuation was charged at £2.50 and refreshments were served! What a 
great idea that was!

We are hoping for a warm and summery June in which to enjoy our 
Ladies Bible Study summer outing to Upton upon Severn, where we are 
looking forward to a musical boat trip with a picnic tea.  This will be on 
Tuesday 11th June at 2pm.  

Then of course our Summer Garden Party is on Saturday 15th June 
in the St Bartholomew Garden. No entry charges. Get dressed up (?) 
and come along for tea and cakes, singing, dancing and a great cake 
sale so you have something to take home for supper. See you there. All 
donations will be for the St Bartholomew renovations especially a much 
needed toilet.

Housekeeping will be in the care of Gay Sudbury - thanks Gay.
 Marion West

VOLANTE STRINGS CONCERT AT STANFORD CHURCH
The Volante Strings will be performing a programme of light classical 
music at  St. Mary's Church, Stanford-On-Teme on Friday 12th July at 
7.30pm. The concert will include works by Handel, Sibelius, Janacek 
and popular pieces such as Londonderry Air, To A Wild Rose, Calling 
All Workers, Walking The Dog as well as a charming suite by composer 
Paul Lewis. Tickets £12.50 per person, to include interval refreshments, 
students under 18 free if accompanied. 
Please prebook from: Megan  01299 896771 or Brian  03330 064489  
e-mail: st.marys1769@gmail.com
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OLD ST BARTHOLOMEW’S CHURCH ANNUAL SERVICE 
The annual service of Celebration and Thanksgiving for the life of Old 
St. Bartholomew's Church at the end of Hope Lane, Lower Sapey (WR6 
6HE) will take place on Bank Holiday Sunday, 25th August, at 3pm 
followed by a picnic.

This year, the Archdeacon of Worcester, The Venerable Robert Jones, 
will take the service. A jolly man with an ever-present smile, he is well 
qualified to join the long line of special people who have taken the 
annual service down the years.  He speaks both German and French 
with church contacts in both countries. 

“In the present climate, where bringing people together is paramount, it 
is good he will lead our worship in this ancient church, which welcomes 
all to its door - no matter their race or creed,” said organiser Pat Prosser. 
“As usual, do please bring a picnic chair to sit on during the service 
(some chairs will be available for those without one) and your picnic for 
after the Service.”

Toilet facilities are available.  Disabled parking is available. Contact Pat 
Prosser on 01886 853 244 /  patprosser@hotmail.co.uk

SHELSLEYS’ MOBILE COLLECTION BOX
Giving to good causes 
in the Shelsleys will now 
be even easier thanks to 
a ‘mobile collection box’ 
made by a parishioner. 
The box, which was hand-
crafted and donated by 
local businessman Barry 
Hodgetts, is planned to be 
available at future parish 
events and gatherings. 
Any monies received will 
go towards local church 
and community projects.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

June
1/2 Shelsley Walsh Hillclimb
1 Shelsleys’ VH Coffee Morning 10am - 12 noon
1 Shelsleys’ Social Club Bingo VH 7.30pm
4 Shelsley Beauchamp church Prayer Walk 12 noon
5 Bishop of Dudley talk and supper, Clifton VH 7pm
6 Clifton Parish Council meeting VH 7.30pm
8 Desert Island Discs with Shane Connolly, Clifton VH 7pm
8/9 Wichenford Gardens Open Days 11am - 6pm
11 Clifton WI garden meeting, Milestone Cottage 7.30pm
15  Table-top Sale in aid of St Kenelm’s church, Clifton, VH 

10am - 1pm
15 Shelsley Walsh Hillclimb
15 Summer Garden Party, St Bartholomew’s Garden, Harpley
15 Shelsleys’ Social Club Bingo VH 7.30pm
22 The Carnival Band, Shelsleys’ VH 7pm
29 Clifton Scouts BBQ and 80s Disco, VH 7pm

July
4 Clifton Parish Council meeting, VH 7.30pm
6 Shelsleys’ VH coffee morning 10am-12.30pm
9 Shelsleys’ Parish Council meeting VH 7pm
9 Clifton WI The Rise and fall of Witley Court VH 7.30pm
12 Volante Strings concert, Stanford Church, 7.30pm

August
13 Clifton WI summer afternoon outing, 2.30pm
25  Old St Bartholomew’s Chruch annual service  

& picnic, 3pm



“Caregiving the most 
rewarding job”

07890 250 839
Call Shelley for a chat

JOBS

We have a full range of hourly, daily & live in services

Eclipse Homecare has been operating in this area for 
almost 10 years and is an Award winning local business. 
Speak to us today to find out more about how we can help.

Specialists in Dementia, MS & Alzheimer’s care

Longstanding teams of dedicated local caregivers

Excellent reputation with Private Clients, Worcester 

County Council and CQC (Care Quality Commission)
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Suppliers and Installers of:
Aluminium Windows
Aluminium Bi-Folding Doors
Hardwood and Softwood Bespoke Timber Windows, 
Doors and Conservatories including 
Grade I and Grade II listed 
Secondary Glazing and Replacement Sealed Glass Units
UPVC Windows, Doors and Conservatories
Garage Doors, Fascia and Soffits 
We now also specialise in small building projects including 
carpentry and joinery
PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE NO
OBLIGATION QUOTATION

Haven Nurseries
Bank Road
Little Witley
Nr Worcester
WR6 6LR

Tel: 07966-804007 
Tel/Fax: 01886-888024
VAT No: 824 6536 21

J & S Trade Supplies

Partners: JT Bull & SR Bull



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Specialist valuations of Antiques,
Fine Art and House contents for:

Probate/Inheritance tax,
Sale by Auction, Marital Separation

Sales by auction arranged
House clearance service available

www.adrianmackwell.com

LEE JAMES
CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Qualifi ed and experienced in all aspects of carpentry

SUE BRATTON
PILATES CLASSES
Daily classes locally including seated classes
Ante and post-natal ladies welcome

Please contact Sue Bratton for more 
details or to book a place 07974 343609
or sue579@icloud.com
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 Bookkeeping Services
 Personal Tax Returns
 VAT Returns
 Payroll
 Management Accounts
 Year End Accounts
 Corporation Tax Returns
 Budgeting & Forecasting

                    Rachel Perks
             ACMA CGMA FIAB

              Tel: 07484 161382
  rachel@perksaccountancy.co.uk
   www.perksaccountancy.co.uk

  Laugherne Farm House, Martley
        Worcestershire, WR6 6QB



FROM KNICKERS TO VICARS’S VESTMENTS
When Lottie Sparey started making knickers from bamboo material in 
her eco-boutique at the Stamford Mill Farm retail village four years ago, 
she never expected to find herself in demand for clerical vestments. 
But a chance enquiry from Clifton curate, the Rev Becky Elliott, about a 
made-to-measure clerical blouse has resulted in a flood of orders from 
other women clerics.

“It was Becky Elliott who suggested I visit some clerical vestment fairs,” 
said Lottie. “I came back with orders for hundreds and it now accounts 
for most of our business.”  

Her business, Lottie’s Eco Boutique, began in 2015 when she returned 
to the UK from South Africa where she had been designing lingerie for 
Playtex & Wonderbra. 

“I have a passion for creating something that is beautiful but also 
comfortable,” she added. “When I was a student at De Montfort 
University in Leicester studying Contour Fashion ten years ago, I was 
really interested in creating the next level clothing that would look great 
but also does good for the planet. That’s why I now use bamboo material 
for my garments.”

DESERT ISLAND DISCS
Clifton’s Shane Connolly will be picking his favourite pieces of music 
on Saturday, 8th June, at 7pm in Clifton village hall in a Desert Island 
Discs Evening. Floral artists 
Shane will be talking about 
his life and work as holder 
of a  Royal Warrant of 
Appointment to HM The 
Queen and HRH The Prince 
of Wales, and as Artistic 
Director for the wedding 
of HRH The Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge.

Tickets £8 which includes a 
summer buffet.
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Lottie Sparey (centre) with one of her clerical blouses and 
Rev. Jen Denniston (left) and Rev. Becky Elliott.

See report opposite.
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Contributions for the next (July) edition by Friday 14th June please, to editortemetriangle@gmail.com
Printed by Orphans Press of Leominster  Tel: 01568 612460

The Village Stores
27 THE VILLAGE, CLIFTON-UPON-TEME WR6 6EN

01886 812303

Open 7am-7pm Mon-Fri  7am-6pm Saturday  9am-12 noon SundayOpen 7am-7pm Mon-Fri  7am-6pm Saturday  9am-12 noon Sunday

• Estate & Letting Agents
• Chartered Surveyors & Valuers
• Planning Consultants
• Auctioneers
• Land & Estate Management

• Sale and Letting of Rural and Urban Property
• RICS Registered Valuers
• Landlord & Tenant Negotiations
• Basic Payment Scheme & Associated Matters

The Estate Office · Hill House · Great Witley · Nr Worcester · WR6 6JB

Land & Estate Agents
Chartered Surveyors
Auctioneers
Planning Consultants

www.gherbertbanks.co.uk

Your Local Agent Since1898

T: 01299 896 968
F: 01299 896 981

E: ghb@gherbertbanks.co.uk
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