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The Rev Canon David Sherwin on guitar with a pop-up choir at the
Car-ol Service held in the Shelsley Walsh hillclimb paddock (see page 19) .
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CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL

Four Acre Field Project

Parish councillors have unanimously approved the completed
application to Malvern Hills District Council for S106 funding for the Four
Acre Field Project presented by Chris Hurley and his team, subject to
a minor change in the project management costing. The application
is now with the District Council whose Community Services Manager,
Mark Hammond, described it as: ‘One of the best that the Council has
worked with over a number of years... underpinned by very good levels
of community and contractor engagement which is pleasing to see. | will
be signposting other communities in your direction as an example of
best practice’.

Responsibility for the project is now in the hands of the Parish Council. It
is hoped that the children’s play area and sport zones will be completed
in time for the school summer holidays, with the perimeter path following
in the autumn. The bowling green is expected to be ready for 2022. The
Parish Council is grateful to Chris Hurley and his team for their hard
work.

The Sensory Garden, which forms an integral part of the main project,
was also approved in principal to allow work to continue on its planning
and design.

Parish Council Chairman John Bowden said: “We are looking forward to
delivering this project, once we get the final go-ahead from Malvern, and
bring to fruition something that will really enhance the village and provide
excellent facilities for young and old alike.”

Improving The Village

The Parish Council is reviewing its current maintenance schedules and
is looking to improve the look and the attractiveness of the village and
is seeking views and ideas as to how this might best be done and what
villagers would like to see. This will build on the Four Acre Field Project
and, whilst the budget is limited, this is an opportunity to combine the
two issues and make Clifton upon Teme an even better place to live. If
anyone would like to offer any ideas, please email them to the clerk of
the Parish Council via the Parish Council website or drop a note in to the
Village Shop before the end of February.
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Draft Minutes of a Virtual Meeting of Clifton Parish Council held Thursday
7th January 2021

Present: Councillors J. Bowden (Chairman), A. Henry (Vice-Chairman), R. Henry, J. Colins and B.
Gilbert. Also present: County CliIr K. Pollock, C. Hurley and J. Johns.

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked the Clifton Hill Helpers for their
continued support to the community. A moment of silent reflection was held following the recent
deaths of two residents, in separate tragic circumstances.

Apologies: Councillor C. Haywood, Clerk M. Alexander and District Clir C. Palethorpe.

To agree the Minutes of a virtual meeting held 3rd December 2020 — The minutes were agreed as a
true record. Proposed ClIr Bowden, seconded ClIr Gilbert. All agreed.

Matters arising/reports — Finishing the tree work in Kenelm Close (R. Wilks) / Additional vehicle
activated signage monitors for the village (possible funding contribution from County CliIr Pollock) —
the Clerk to liaise with KP re costs / PC contribution / Hedge at Pound Lane, opposite the school — R.
Wilks liaising with resident re cutting back / Lovells development — verge damage by vehicles — the
Clerk to liaise with Highways re tarmac options. Also, re removal of development signage? / Road
closure notices — could a white board be in place to show local businesses open and accessible?
The Clerk to liaise with Highways. / Footpath closure notices — the Clerk is checking why we aren’t
receiving notices from WCC / Shelsley Walsh could also circulate information to local parishes? It
may be that WCC are emailing the wrong PC address? Leaves removal around the village — work
completed recently.

District & County Councillor Reports: Reports to be uploaded to the website as circulated.
County CliIr Pollock reported - The Old Road will be closed from 10th Feb for works (max 3 days)
— notice to be circulated. WCC Cabinet have looked at next year budget — details are available on
the website. Balanced budget planned, and increase will be 2.5% overall. Allocation of funding for
schools also explained and concerns noted re deprivation in rural areas. Noted that the Lengthsman
Scheme is to continue during lock down periods, subject to risks being assessed locally.

Financial & Governance Matters: Payments were approved as per the schedule circulated.
Parish Website — the Clerk is working with B. Higgins currently to update the website. Parish Precept
& Draft Budget as circulated by the Clerk - C. Hurley’s comments re the CFAF project maintenance
figures were noted. Clir Bowden proposed acceptance of the draft budget and £30,000 precept to
remain unchanged, seconded Clir R. Henry. All agreed. Clerk to notify MHDC.

Parish Matters: Village Archive Storage — ClIr Gilbert & J. Johns updated that they are waiting for
the school to confirm that it can go ahead. Damp damage a current concern - a survey has been
requested via Place Partnership but is taking a while. Discussion took place re other survey options
/ costs, but it was noted that the building is not a PC asset and belongs to the school. Clir A, Henry
raised concern about the PC paying for a survey if it is not a PC asset, and ClIr Gilbert agreed to
look at further options.

Section 106 Matters: CFAF Committee update (C. Hurley): A briefing had been circulated by Clir
Bowden, which was noted. Clir Bowden asked the Council to consider including project management
costs as part of the s.106 application to be submitted. C. Hurley confirmed that MHDC had confirmed
that these costs could be built into the application, but he believed that this had not yet been agreed
by the PC at previous meetings. Costs for Project Management would need to be assessed and
could be as much as £5k - £8k — possibly round up project costs to £250K? C. Hurley raised
concern about this money being used now rather than being retained for future local projects. Clir
Bowden confirmed that project management can be supported through MHDC Property Services.
C. Hurley confirmed that there is currently no contingency built into the project costs so any project
management costs would need to be added on to the bottom line total. The application would need
to be amended to reflect this addition. It was noted that there will still be additional s.106 funding
available to the village following this project. C. Hurley also suggested that the PC should indicate
a contribution to the project costs as this would be supported by MHDC. Further to discussion,
Clir Bowden proposed that the Project Management fees should be drawn from the s.106 funding.
Clir R. Henry asked how prejudicial to the process, not having a PC contribution to the project
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would be? C. Hurley confirmed that MHDC already understood the basis of the application but
that any PC contribution would also be beneficial to the application. Any s.106 money from Hope
Lane development would also benefit from an underspend in this current tranche. Clirs A. Henry
and Collins also acknowledged the comments made during these discussions but supported the
CFAF project going forward. ClIr Gilbert suggested 50% PC funds / 50% s.106 funds for project
management costs? C. Hurley confirmed that contractor costs are now ‘locked’ and that any s.106
money would be drawn down from MHDC to the PC bank account for invoice payments. VAT
timing / cashflow will also be critical going forward. C. Hurley also confirmed that to round up the
project to £250Kk, the project management costs would be shown as £8533.33 (estimated fig) and
cross reference that within the application. Further to discussion, Clir Gilbert proposed that the PC
contribute £4k of the costs to the approximate project management amount suggested. Seconded
Clir Bowden. All agreed. C. Hurley then confirmed that the total of the application for s.106 funding
would then become £245k. Clir Bowden then made the following proposal, seconded by Clir R.
Henry and which was agreed unanimously —that Clifton upon Teme Parish Council formerly applies
to Malvern Hills District Council for circa £245,000 (or as required) of Section 106 grant funding,
to deliver a range of community improvements at Clifton Four Acre Field in line with the draft
Section 106 application. Specifically, to include: - The creation of new children’s play zones / The
development of new sports zones / Drainage improvements for the existing football pitch and new
play zones / Redevelopment of the bowling green and surrounds / Creation of a perimeter path / Car
park improvements / Project management fees. It was further proposed by Clir R. Henry, seconded
by ClIr Gilbert, that finalisation of the application, including further engagement with Malvern
Hills District Council as required, is delegated to the Parish Council Clerk in consultation with the
Chairman of the Parish Council and CFAF Project Team Lead C. Hurley. All agreed unanimously.
C. Hurley also reported that the CFAF project will be used as a best practice model by MHDC, and
thanks were given by the Parish Council for all the work completed by Chris and the team.
Sensory Garden — H. Hurley has had to leave the project team, but the rest of the team will move
this forward. Heather was thanked for all her hard work. Clir Gilbert commented that the project is
very worthwhile and should be fully supported by the Parish Council and there is a need to move
forward while EU funding remains available from Natural Networks (NN). C. Hurley confirmed that
the PC would need to provide cash flow initially as NN funding is paid retrospectively (approx.
Autumn 2022). Garden submissions to NN will be required early summer 2021. Clir Gilbert proposed
that the project is accepted in principle at this stage with further cost detail to be confirmed by the
team, to enable the project to be progressed. Seconded Clir A. Henry. All agreed.

Section 106 Community Transport Proposal — matter currently with WCC Officer and awaiting an
update via the Clerk.

Planning Matters: Notifications Received — 20/01800/HP Hope End, Hope Lane, Clifton WR6
6DN — front single storey extension to create increased entrance space and utility room. Bedroom
dormer window to the side of the property. No objections submitted.

It was noted that several Councillors are attending the MHDC Planning course next week.
Highways Matters: Parish Lengthsman — no update made.

Correspondence: A letter had been received from Brookside Fire who need to access the pavilion
to service the fire extinguishers — Clir Bowden has made arrangements.

Councillors Reports & Items for Future Agendas: Clir A. Henry reported concerns raised about
litter locally and asked if equipment could be made available for residents to use. Clir Henry will
liaise with the Clerk about what can be done currently — next agenda item. It was noted that playing
field bins are currently being replaced and delivery is awaited. Clir Gilbert reported on the recent
school proposal to raise funds. Clir Gilbert also asked about the Lengthsman scheme and future
general maintenance around the village and of our assets — should a forward plan be drafted /
allocated funds? It was suggested that Clirs Bowden, Gilbert and the Clerk should meet to discuss
next steps. The Clerk to arrange a meeting and all Clirs to suggest items for inclusion. Next agenda
item.

Next virtual meeting to be held Thursday 4th February 2021 by Zoom
invitation.
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NIC SPROSON
THE OPTICIAN
Contact Lens Specialists

* Patient Car Park *

52 Barbourne Road, Worcester
Tel: 01905 27327

www.nicsprosontheoptician.co.uk

AT MILL FARM,
STANFORD BRIDGE

MONDAY
8:30AM

TUESDAY
6:30PM

David Ward

fire

whba

seasoned or kiln dried hardy

Do you need a dependable consistent qualrly supply of
d?

d and soft

THURSDAY
8:30AM / 7TPM

OR JOIN VIA ZOOM

£8 PER SESSION
CONTACT - EMMA@ENHANCEDMOVEMENTSTUDIO.CO.UK
07989 535757

¥OU CAM FIND ALL CLASSES AT WWW.ENHANCEDMOVEMENTSTUDIO.CO LUK,
Cut and split to suit and delivered in breathable
1.2-cubic metre bags, so no need to restack. GV
Small delivery vehicle, fitted with crane, sarBLEND
can deliver to most locations and situations.
JANUARY 2021 | DANCE, PILATES & AEROBICS
CALL DAVID TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS:
Mobile: 07866 441154 e
HAINES HEATING & 7~ Meadocwas

(&

01886 812213/07534700932

PLUMBING

www.ahainesheating.co.uk

-We install, service & repair
your home appliances.

-Oil, Gas & LPG Qualified.

Soft Furnishinga
by Tracey Birks
‘Bespoke handmade curtains, blindas,
aoft furnishings and lampshades
designed and made for you
‘No obligation home conaultation

tracey @meadows-soft-furnishings.co.uk
www.meadows-soft-furnishings.co.uk
01886 812583 or 07831 818104

keeping it

ANNAS
Barking Barbers

MOBILE DOGC GROOMING

Fully Insured | DBS Checked

A professional mobile dog grooming service,

easy for you and stress free for your dog.

~ Every groom is tailored to the dogs individual needs.

07508241628

1 @annasbarkingbarbers
Culds

Quiafind

www.temetriangle.net




(A.M. JONES E7Z2Z0R
Clifton-on-Teme z

e MOT Repairs * Tyres
* Servicing ¢ Batteries
e Accident Repairs ¢ Exhausts

Tel/Fax: 01886 853 530
Mobile: 07970000881

Professional Dog

@ SOLICITORS Walking

& PetCare Services.

Specialists in Wills, Inheritance Tax
Planning, Administration of Estates,
Powers of Attorney and Court of Protection

Our solicitors are approachable and friendly

Home Visits if required R >
To arrange a friendly and confidential p f-‘ S A B v {- N T U % S

consultation contact
Clare Burden formerly of

Worcestershire Wills Or Philippa Pipe www. pe.tsa due.n'l:ure.s.com
Accredited Member of Solicitors for the Elderly Centact Ruth on:07736(5(130 or
email: ruth@petsadventures.com
On 01905 731731 We are delighted to offer the following
Or email c.burden@wwf.co.uk or services in the WRE avea:
p-pipe@wwf.co.uk e

%5 Professional Dog Walking
Dog Home Boarding

Doggy Daycare

Pet Companion & Home Visits

Website: wwf.co.uk
15 & 16 The Tything, Worcester WR1 1HD
For all your legal needs including Dt Tak Seevice
Conveyancing, Employment, Civil Disputes Chicken& Small Animal Boarding
and Family Law S E ’

0 ¢ Woodburning & Multifuel Stoves
e Stove Spares & Repairs
Funeral Directors ST o Glass, Ropes, Bricks, Baffles, Cleaners
STOVES

TLIMITED o Chimney Liner Kits & Flue Pipes
* Kiln Dried Logs, Kindling and Firelighters

She s

».. . CALDICOTT & Sopyg

15 MARKET STREET,
TENBURY WELLS, WORCESTERSHIRE

TELEPHONE: 01584 810281
FAX: 01584 811420 01886 812452
Steps Farm www.is-stoves.co.uk
A family Burials Clifiton Upon Teme .
- - Worcester Showroom & Online Shop

run fm..s'un’.\‘.\‘ _ Cremations WR6 6EN
established 1919 Chapel of Rest
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SHELSLEYS COVID HELPLINE

Who would have thought nearly a year on, that we would be in our third national
lockdown due to coronavirus! Such a terrible time for the country, during what
some consider to be the most depressing months of the year anyway. However,
with the national vaccination programme now being rolled out, let's hope and
pray that this is the last time we are all confined to our houses.

But whilst we are, please remember that there is a group of willing volunteers
in the Shelsleys, happy to help anyone needing support - whether that be
with practical issues such as shopping, looking after / walking pets, delivering
medication, or simply with moral support if someone is isolating, or just needs a
friendly voice to chat to on the phone.

Whatever the reason may be, please do not hesitate in contacting us and we
will ensure that one of the volunteers assists you as soon as possible. In the
first instance, please contact the group co-ordinator Louise Hutton on 01299
896 126.

And please, please remember that the lockdown rules apply to each and every
one of us and it is everyone’s responsibility to keep our villages safe. The
commitment from every individual in abiding to the rules is what makes this
such a caring and supportive community.

A friend shared the drawing below with me and | think it very apt for the current

situation. It reminds us that things ‘will' get better... and the sight of snowdrops

in the garden this week demonstrates that there are better times coming...
Louise Hutton

" Thin storm 0 J\qh’-:j e
ﬁreot," sl Yhe ‘F’:’
» Stormn ad.v 'tlrb*. "{m," Sok

the horse, " S0 hold o
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CLIFTON PRIMARY SCHOOL ONLINE LEARNING

Clifton Primary School's 81 pupils have started the new term this year by
adopting remote learning via Seesaw, a classroom app that their teachers can
upload schoolwork as well as using the school’'s own website.

Head teacher Karen Groves said: ‘It was brilliant to see
all of the children during their live sessions on Google
Meet where they shared how they are getting on, as
well as playing some fun games with their friends. |
have a feeling these sessions will prove to be a real
highlight of the week. The staff team has been so
impressed with all of the brilliant work that is being
uploaded to Seesaw and the way in which the children
are responding to their feedback.’

In a message to parents, Mrs Groves added: ‘| know that it is incredibly difficult to
juggle everything at the moment and would like urge parents not to put pressure
on themselves. Do what you can and please get in touch with your child’s class
teacher if there is anything else we can do as a school to support you'.

She also said it was ‘amazing’ to see almost every pupil via the online Friday
live whole school assembly. ‘We all believe it is so important to keep our
wonderful community together during this lockdown period, even if we cannot
be with each other in person. We have been overwhelmed by the kindness
shown by members of the local community who have donated devices to the
school in order to help children access the remote learning; this has made a real
difference to families.’

SHELSLEYS PARISH COUNCIL COMMUNITY PROJECT

The national lockdown has reduced everyone’s horizon and we have learnt
to focus on our own landscape, possibly for the first time, appreciating what a
very special place this is in which to live. The Shelsleys are fortunate in having
valley, woodland and river walks, hills to climb and open spaces just to stand,
look and relax.

The Parish Council would love to have any suggestions on how this parish could
be made even more special and it has limited funds to use for the community
benefit, be it a bench to appreciate a view, or maybe some bulbs to enhance
one. Your suggestion might include an indoor activity when allowed, setting up
a club or society, a walking group or promoting a local charity — anything which
would be appreciated by those who live in this parish.

If you have an idea or a suggestion, please contact the Parish Clerk, Jan Speyer,
on 01886 812 444. Or email shelsleyspc@gmail.com

www.temetriangle.net 9



JEREMY MASSEY
(Qualified Electrician

.In el Registered
Electrician

- BS7671
v'Household Electrical work
v Fast, Reliable & Friendly
vVery high standards met
YInspection & Testing

Contact: 01886 888493

AQUA CLEANSING ..

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING

» Cesspool & Pump Stations

: 4

+ Sewage Treatment Engineers

» Soakaways

« Blockage Clearance

« Pumps, Compressors & Servicing
« CCTV Drainage Surveys

www.aquacleansingltd.co.uk
enquiries@aquacleansing.co.uk
Call us now for free advice & quotation

01886 888471

Berrow Green Road, Martley, Worcester WR6 6PQ
Fast reliable service established for over 30 years

01886 889248

ssing and Barbering salon now open in Martley

xt to the Maylite trading estate

\
Zoom Yoga
With your local teacher

Suitable for all

For more information please see
www.zedyoga.co.uk

Or call Zoe on 07962 981456

Small classes and individual sessions -

THE MANOR ARMS
ABBERLEY

Open 12pm -11pm Every Day
Call 01299 890300
Abeautifully refurbished traditional village pub with locally
sourced fresh food and ales.

Our Head Chef sources top quality local ingredients to create
traditional dishes and exciting specials.

Overnight stays in our beautiful rooms, available this Autunn!

You and your guests can be sure of a warm welcome, we look
forward to seeing you soon.

Free function room available for local clubs, meetings,
special events and parties.
The Manor Arms Inn, Abberley Village, Worcestershire WRG6 6BN
W themanorarms.co.uk

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter for news and events.

" ManorArmsinn

The Manor Arms Inn Abberley
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f,Feet First
Foot Health Clinic

Treatment for: corns, callus, cracked
heels, verrucas, fungal infections, ingrown
toenails. Orthotic insoles specialist.

Ground floor dlinic just outside of Bromyard with
onsite parking. Home visits available.

Helping to keep people on their feet for over 11 years!

Tel: 07580160997

PHIL GRAY

Dairyman /| Newsagent

National...Daily...Sunday & Local Papers
... Miagizines...All Milk...
...Dairy Products...Eggs...Soft Drinks
...& Waters etc.

Let your Milkman do the Walking
01584 881385 / phil@eardiston.com

purethyme

wellbeing ond beauty

s PR

Visit us at Mill Farm,

Stanford Bridge, for

Beauty and holistic

treatments, bespoke
pamper parties, yoga and
pilates classes, wellbeing

workshops and talks.

Please call for an
appointment or more
information on
07964 176747

www.purethyme.co.uk.

 orke.couk
: Yﬁvlacksmith Forged in Worcestershire

C.L. GIBBS
BUILDERS

EXTENSIONS  ALTERATIONS
PLASTERING » UPUC WINDOWS
ROOFING ° TILING « LANDSCAPING
FASCIAS ¢ GUTTERING « STONE WORK

For all types of buiding work call your local
family builder for advice and free estimate

01886812450
07805396971

. Forestry

e  Treesurgery

e Mobile sawmilling

e Sawn timber supplies to
individual specification

e Oak beams, fencing & cladding

e  Timber bought & sold

SPIKE MILTON TIMBER SERVICES

FIREWOOD
Air dried barn stored logs & kindling
Seasoned & ready to burn
Compliant with DEFRA recommendations
Free delivery to local area

07773 428701
01886 853773

spikemiltontimberservices@gmail.com
ﬂ Spike Milton Timber Services

www.temetriangle.net
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HUNTLANDS FARM
BED & BREAKFAST
AND UPHOLSTERY

www.huntlandsfarm.co.uk
Tel: 01886 821955 / 07828 286360

OFFERS:
upholstery classes ® upholstery commissions
en suite b&b accommodation ¢ wedding venue
all in an idyllic, rural setting on a working farm.
And a self-catering, 6 bedroom farmhouse on an
adjacent farm, www.moorhallfarm.co.uk

Your hosts, Lucy, a custom upholsterer and
Stephen, a passionate cook, guarantee you a comfy
stay with freshly prepared, local food to enjoy.

4
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NOW OPEN!

Beautiful leather handbags
on your doorstep
Come and meet the team at Mill Farm Country
Retail and see a wonderful selection of handbags

Open Tuesday to Saturday 10am - 4pm | Sunday 10am - 2pm
www.millfarmstanford.co.uk
Mill Farm, Stanford Bridge WR6E 65P

la-bulle.co.uk

MARTLEY
OSTEOPATHIC
CLINIC

Osteopathic treatment
for infants to adults
including cranial techniques

01886 889 002

www.osteopathiccentre.co.uk

Mark Roughley
GOsC . EY
Registered Osteopath & B

Maylite Business Cel

Maylite Trading Estate
Martley, WR6 6PQ

ﬁ"?g%‘%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ

- Martley CE Primary
== Pre School .

Monday to Friday
9am-3pm
Ages 2-5 years

Breakfast Club 8-9am
After School Club 3-6pm

Wrap Around Care
Breakfact Club and
Afterschool Club runs
from 2.00 pm - 6.00 pm
Monday to Friday

e Ages 3-11 years

2yr old £15.60 (per session)

3:5yr ald £12.60 (per

o 01886 889127

9am ~ 12pm & 12pm — 3pm

The cost s £2.75 per 30
minute session

Registered for two to five year old funding and 30 hour extended
entitlement funding

www.martleyceprimaryschool.co.uk
jIs115@martley-pri.worcs.sch.uk

ERRERRERIERRR
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Ombersley Family
Dental Practice

MRs ANDY WRIGHT B.D.S. (EDIN)

AL X Dy, ")‘

A friendly private practice %7, %,
specializing in preventive ~ § 5 ';:J
dental care for all the 8 hiE
family in a happy relaxed o
atmosphere. T

New patients welcome

Cosmetic treatments including tooth whitening
Sports gum-shields for all ages in
various colours and designs
Same day emergency appointments
Large car park

Tel: 01905 621881

RACKS LANE, OMBERSLEY,
NR DROITWICH, WORCS. WR9 0EN

www.ombersleyfamilydental.co.uk

Tipton Hall Riding School

Riding lessons-for all ages and
abilities.

Hacking-through wonderful
countryside,

Horse Livery-small friendly

yard,

N

Roger Benbow
BHSAI Reg. Instructer

Phone:01885 488791
mobile: 07792 358741
Www.tiptonhallridingschool.com

SERVICED OFFICES
AND WORKSHOPS
AVAILABLE ON
FLEXIBLE
MONTHLY TERMS
ALSO SMALL
INDUSTRIAL UNITS

www.maylite.co.uk

Please contact Kate Shrubb on
01886 888455 for more details

I MAYLITE I Business Centre I

MAYLITE TRADING ESTATE,
MARTLEY WR6 6PQ

Clifton-upon-Teme

Early Years Centre

Offering quality childcare
and
pre-school education
For 0-5 year olds

Open 7.30am — 6.00pm
Experienced qualified staff
Fiexible hours
Ofsted Registered
Nursery Education Grants available

Aiso offering job opportunities for
professional, committed staff
looking for support in their
career development.

For further details,
please telephone the Manager
at the Centre 01886 812380
The Village, Clifton-upon-Teme,
Worcester WR6 6DE.

A X PB. CATERING
TAILOR MADE QUALITY MENUS
FORALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS

KIT BAMFORD

Based at The Birche, Shelsley Beauchamp, a
special venue with unique ambience for wedding
ceremonies and other celebrations, as well as other
outside catering requirements, please call me on:

01886 812251 or 07801 699597 or 01905 345200
Email: kitbamford@live.co.uk

www.temetriangle.net
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LOWER SAPEY NEWS

A belated Happy New Year to everyone, may it bring us all good health,
happiness and a possible return to near normal times. Just now, this is difficult
to believe, but we must all have hope. Seeing the snowdrop and daffodil bulbs
peeping through is a wonderful sight and the Spring will soon be here. We have
the worst winter months to go through, but time flies, even in lockdown!

Being over 80, my husband and | have recently had our first Covid vaccine as
| believe most in the area have and this brings hope for the future. The death
rates from the virus continue to go up as do the hospital admissions and we all
have great admiration for staff in hospitals and care homes who are dealing with
this. Perhaps after the Christmas effect has gone through, these will improve
and begin to fall.

My nephew lives and works in New York and by all accounts, it is much worse
there and now they have the worry of the very odd behaviour of President Trump
to cope with. The world is a very strange place just now and looking back to
January 2020, it is difficult to believe where we are today.

Christmas and the New Year in Harpley passed very quickly and without the
usual celebrations, although we had a very enjoyable Zoom Christmas service
with some singing and poetry. This was very well ‘attended’. By the time the
lockdown is over, | may even have grasped the principles of zoom!

Because of the situation and the weather, the repairs to St Bartholomew's
have not been started, though be assured, the plans are well in hand for this. It
may be some time before we can hold proper services again, but anyone who
wishes can still come for private worship on a Sunday. Please let Candy know
beforehand if you would like to do this.

Celebrations (as such) for the New Year also seemed non-existent; no bells, no
fireworks, but we did first foot at home, hoping this would bring better fortune for
all in 2021. We hope this will include better health for Jen and for David Dallow
and for all who have been ill recently.

We look forward now to lighter evenings, the spring bulbs, maybe the birds
nesting in the new Church nest boxes and most of all, being able to meet up
with friends and family., Take care, stay safe and well.

Margaret Griffiths
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WINTER WARMER FUEL VOUCHERS
This winter is going to be one of the most challenging in living memory and
many families will struggle to pay their fuel bills due to the impact of Covid-19.

Are you or anyone you know struggling to pay your fuel bills this winter?
Winter Warmer Fuel Vouchers are available for families and households in
Worcestershire on pre-payment meters and those paying by direct debit or on
receipt of bill or paying direct to the supplier, such as LPG, oil. So if you have
seen a drop in income from COVID-19 or receive one of the benefits below
apply now for Winter Warmer vouchers.

Apply if you are on Benefits; Income Support; Income-based Jobseeker's
Allowance; Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA);
Universal Credit or if you have a gross annual household income of £30,000
or less. Also, if you have recently been made redundant, furloughed, or are
waiting to receive first payment and don’t know when this will be. If you are
self-employed and income is unpredictable and/or you are waiting to apply for
payment from the government, or any referral from a Foodbank. Fuel Vouchers
are available for gas, electric, oil, LPG and solid fuels.

Email: support@actonenergy.org.uk or call Freephone: 0800 988 2881

PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY FOR SHELSLEY BEAUCHAMP

A vacancy has arisen to represent the parish of Shelsley Beauchamp. The
Parish Council hopes to co-opt a new member at the meeting on November
10th 2020.

The Shelsleys Parish Council meets six times a year to discuss & decide local
issues. Applicants do not necessarily have to live within the parish but must be
within three miles of the parish boundary. The Clerk can give more details on
eligibility.

If you are interested and would like more information or an application form
please contact Jan Speyer 01886 812 444, email shelsleyspc@gmail.com.

FOOD BANK PLEA

The local food banks are in desperate need of ‘bags for life’ or even fabric
homemade bags - anything that can help them to deliver food supplies to those
in need.

If anybody has spare bags that they could donate, this would be hugely
appreciated. Please drop them off at the door of 'Brockhill Lodge' (adjoined to
Brockhill Court) and Beryl Robson will ensure that they are delivered to the local
food banks. Thank you for your support and kindness.
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Church Matters

by Rev Canon David Sherwin

Watching the news at the moment is quite an assault
on our senses. We may range from compassion and
tears to anger and rage at what we see happening in
our world and in particular our country. There is Good
news, but equally there is Bad news, sadly so often too
much bad news.

It is important that we know what is going on, that we follow advice, yet in this
day and age we are bombarded with information from so many sources. It can
be a little overwhelming, but what | do not want to do with my short thought is
overwhelm you nor cause you more stress rather | want to BLESS YOU.

It's a phrase we often use to infer upon someone we love, maybe if you see a
baby the words ‘bless’ might flow from your lips, or you hear of someone doing
something unselfish or achieve a goal, you want to say, ‘Bless’.

But what do we mean and how can it help us at this moment? A blessing does
indeed have its root in religion and as a Christian there is a specific reason for
passing on a blessing, we want you to know God by your side in all you do
and whatever you may face. A blessing is often seen as a prayer given to an
individual or group that they might prosper, not just in a material may, but in
ways that benefit their whole being and others around them.

| am privileged to be in a position to be asked from time to time to pray with
someone, when | do, | always finish with a word of blessing, for me there is
an added extra to the words ‘Bless You'. | want to identify where the blessing
comes from, for me that is God. So it is ‘God Bless You’, letting the persons
know the source of that blessing. When Jesus walked the Earth people sought
him out to bless them, with healing and wholeness so that their situation and lot
in life might improve. We may not be one who has material or financial needs at
the moment, although | know there are those for whom the situation has caused
great distress in these areas, yet all of us need hope and blessing at this time.
Just like the hope and blessing of that Vaccine Jab might bring to us to enable
us to live a life of freedom once again, my prayer of Blessing for us all is one that
will bring us a life of freedom both now and always as Jesus promised.

During a previous pandemic when Europe was engulfed by the plague of AD
590 the Church through Pope Gregory 1 ordered unceasing Prayer for divine
intercession. Part of his command was that anyone sneezing should be blessed
immediately, with the words, ‘God Bless You’, hence even to this day we hear
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people say ‘Bless you’ when someone sneezes. Maybe at this point in time let's
not wait for a sneeze to bless one another, lets use it as a prayer for the well
being of each other whether ill or not, whether a key worker or not, whoever we
are we all need to know God’s blessing.

As | finish there are two blessings below for us to ponder:

The Biblical blessing; Numbers 6:24-26

24 May the Lord bless you and take care of you;

25 May the Lord be kind and gracious to you;

26 May the Lord look on you with favour and give you peace.

And a modern popular blessing;
May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face;
The rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hand.

God bless you all, David
Church Services
As | write this article we are in the midst of the third lockdown, and though
churches are allowed to open for services of public worship we along with many
have chosen to suspend such services until the numbers of cases decrease and
it is once again safer to meet. However, this does not mean the church buildings
are closed, they are not and each Parish offers certain times during the week
and Sundays when the building it open for private prayer. You are welcome to
use the building and will find guidance to help keep you and others safe.

For further information concerning your parish church opening you might like to
go to ‘achurchnearyou.com’ and find your own parish where information about
opening and when services will start again.

LOCAL CHURCH SERVICES IN FEBRUARY

7th February Celtic Morning prayer on ZOOM, Harpley

14th February 10.30am morning worship, St. Kenelm’s Clifton
21st February Worcestershire West Rural Team (WWRT) joint
service on Zoom.

28th February 6.30pm Evensong, St. Kenelm’s Clifton

The Shelsleys; no services planned in the church building until March.

For details f the ZOOM links please contact Rev Canon David Sherwin 01886
888664, davidwin56@aol.com
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Abbreviated Draft Minutes of The Virtual Shelsleys Parish Council
Meeting held on January 12th 2021

Present: Dr Laura Taylor (Chairman), Mrs Karen Metcalfe (Vice- Chairman) Mrs
Val Jones and Mrs Louise Hutton.

In Attendance: County Councillor Dr Ken Pollock, 1 member of the public and
the Clerk.

Apologies: Mr David Bates, Mr J Stinton, Mr David Styles, Mrs Jean Hammond.
(accepted). District Councillor Mrs Caroline Palethorpe. Declarations of Interest:
None.

Minutes: The minutes of November 10th 2020 were agreed as a true record.
Public Question Time: Covered under Broadband.

County Councillor and District Councillor’s reports: The full reports are available
on the website details below. Highways: The Lengthsman submitted a time
sheets for November. Agreed.

Planning: The application for 20/01964/HP Associated 20/01965/LB Harborough
Bank Shelsley Beauchamp relocation of existing access and gates was discussed
at length. There is no objection from the Parish Council but comments will be
made to MHDC regarding the vision splay bordering a neighbouring property
and the hope that the hedge and nearby damson tree will remain undamaged.
Precept: The Precept request for 2021/2022 will remain the same at £4,000
Finance: Payments authorised. Lengthsman’s invoice for November £273.60.
Clerk’s salary and expenses for Q3 £525.85 HMRC PAYE £143.80. WCC Salt
Invoice £124.72

Village Hall hire invoice. Not received.

Received WCC Lengthsman £156.00

Broadband: The Chairman welcomed Robert Stepniewski Senior Project
manager Broadband & Connectivity Team Worcester County Council who gave
an update on the current situation with the four projects progressing in the
parish.

There are currently 215 projects with Openreach in Worcestershire four of which
are in this parish. The Government states it wishes Superfast Broadband to be
available to as many households and businesses as possible by 2025 and the
national lockdowns have highlighted the need for such with home working and
home schooling.

This first part of the project consists of 01299 numbers, currently 38 properties.
The Openreach quotation for this project is £122,000

The next project which includes parts of Camp Lane, Birch Berrow, Fetterlocks
Lane and an area near the old quarry has identified enough interest to secure
funding via the gigabit voucher and WCC matched funding for the project to be
viable and participating residents will be invited to claim free gigabit vouchers.
Afurther project in area around The Grange is more difficult. The physical terrain
is challenging and the number of households is low. This project is looking at the
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possibility of self-dig for the cables in order to keep costs low.
The final project is in Pudford Lane. 16 properties here could be involved but
many households are already benefitting from the Martley Mesh and funding
could therefore be more of an issue.
The cut off for Government funding via WCC has been advertised as 31st March
2021 but it is expected the scheme will be extended. Covid-19: The council will
engage with the public via the Teme Triangle to identify ways in which the Parish
Council could help financially with those organisations in the parish affected
by Covid-19 or ways in which the parish could be enhanced now that so many
residents have been enjoying their own locality.
Councillors’ Reports and items for future agenda. The waste bin at The Stirt lay
bye is being well used, too well used at times. MHDC to be contacted to review
the waste collection frequency and whether this would entail an extra cost. It
was suggested that a litter pick be organised.
Lengthsman to be informed of blocked grating in Kingswood Lane.
Future Meeting Dates: March 16th 2021. May 11th 2021. July 13th 2021.
September 14th 2021
The meeting concluded at 20.35
To view the minutes and agenda online go to the WCC website and look at The
Shelsleys: http://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/myparish/

Jan Speyer Clerk 01886 812444

SHELSLEYS CAR-OL SERVICE

Ouir first ever Shelsleys Car-ol Service was an enormous success, attended by
94 adults and lots of children. The cars were very enthusiastically decorated,
with a prize given for the best dressed car. The carol singing echoed all around
the valley and could be heard as far away as Homme Castle!

We would like to thank the MAC most sincerely for allowing us to use the pits
area at the Hill Climb and also the car parking stewards, who did an amazing job
with the number of cars that arrived. It was a very happy, atmospheric event, led
by David Sherwin playing his guitar and our pop-up choir who were in excellent
voice.

Thank you to everyone for taking part and giving us something to celebrate
together, which was a good start to Christmas.
Jane Froggatt

CLIFTON OLD ROAD CLOSURE

The Old Road in Clifton will be closed on Wednesday the 10th February for up
to three days for a duct connection work to take place. Premises will acceptable
from either end, but through traffic will need to use the main road.
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NICK
CHAMPION

SERVICING & REPAIR
ALL TYPES OF
YOUR LOCAL PROFESSIONAL,
GARDEN MACHINERY INDEPENDENT RESIDENTIAL &
RURAL PROPERTY SPECIALIST.
e SALES
e AUCTIONS
e LETTINGS
e ACQUISITIONS

e =
GUILD £
PROPERTY naea| propertymark § | 1
PROFESSIONALS

PROTECTED &

1| propertymark '

BRIAN BUTLER
Clifton-on-Teme A @ heiarket...

07929 014804 Daytime
01886 812538 Evening

mAmNEsumnARus Uk

COLLECTION and DELIVERY

www.nickchampion.co.uk

..................
C Troub 1 . LUXURY CATTERY

| % €s? . Call Lesley on 01886 821154

: gC P;‘l’)blec‘lns s°l"ed. : # New luxury Cattery set in beautiful open

) H’;’:le lfe“tw;‘r’li"s‘:tc_t:[’,“ set-up w . countryside. Run by genuine cat lover.

e Printer and camera problems solved o @ Fully Licensed and Insured.

: &?ﬁ?%ii;%ﬁfﬂfome : % All chalets have heated bedrooms and

8 . spacious play runs.
For friendly and local advice and to
book a free consultation contact ° @ Special needs and diets catered for.
L]
Bernadette Higgins on 07813 302 504 Klttfs Cattery
o or e-mail: apctrouble@gmail.com | tion Cottage, as (Nr. Martley), Worcester, WR6 SNT
® © & 0 & 0 0 & o 0 o 0o 0 o o 0 W Kty y-co.uk — co.uk

TAYLORS Sales - Service « Repair

CONSERVATORY SUPPLY + INSTALLATION - AFTER SALES CARE + RE-ROOFING

CAR Equire for:

Conservatory Repairs Replacement Glass Units
Office: 01886 812424 Conservatory Reroofing Car Ports
Joe Taylor: 07801 281821 “agerr™ : New Conservatories Greenhouses
Richard Taylor: 07850 424782 Doors and Windows
joetaylortcc@hotmail.co.uk i . .
www.taylors-conservatorycare.co.uk Please phone for Free Quotation «  Fence Registration No. 18796

Family Run Business. Established over 30 years
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RED KITE <y
Pest Control #
&

Wildlife Management

Combining Tradition and Innovation
For all your local Pest Control requirements

Flexible Contracts ~ Individual Treatments
BPCA and NPTA Qualified

7

All INSECT Pests
All RODENT Pests
All WILDLIFE Pests

Specialized Trapping service
Pest Prevention and Proofing
Cleansing, Decontamination, Disinfection

Free Advice
Free no obligation Quotations

Telephone Andy Staples on:
07977 044987 / 01886 832730

T N/ A\

TEME VALLEY ACCOUNTS

Bookkeeping VAT
PAYE
Tax Returns

Sage Accounting
Draft Accounts

Contact: Claire on
Tel: 01584 881708 or 07731 010099
Email: Claire.tva-accounts@outlook.com

Party | Business | Reception | Function

CLIFTON VILLAGE HALL

Three meeting rooms (2 — 120 people)
Modern, well equipped kitchen
with crockery, glasses etc.
Good parking in central location

Bookings: 01886-812464 / 812238/
812969 / 812335 or
hallshire.com

Home Tutoring

KS2 English, Maths and French
English Literature and Language
to A Level
Proofreading and essay-writing
guidance for adults
Latin and Classical Greek to GCSE
Beginners' piano lessons
Can offer online lessons
Paul Tiffany MA, PGCE
Catherine Owen MA, PGCE
Both DBS checked
01885 410229
pltiffany@aol.com

i B (E

Self Storage
Units

20ft Shipping Containers
at Stanford Bridge
Under cover
Security lighting
Please contact Alex
on 07973 624318
or 07966 865015

www.temetriangle.net
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SHELSLEY

wilAGEHALL

FOR HIRE

Set in beautiful surroundings
(with firench windows leading onto terrace)
Close to the river and hillclimb
Well equipped kitchen  Bar available

Ideal for meetings, dances, parties etc.

VERY REASONABLE RATES

Contact for bookings

Dave Bates 01886 812551
www.shelsleys-vh.uk

~ Bespoke and Ready-Made Picture Frames ~

Unit 1 Maylite Trading Estate, Martley, WR6 6PQ
Store open Mon-Fri 8:30am-5pm
Phone: 01886 888766

We frame anything,...
~ pictures ~ 3D objects ~ certificates ~ t-shirts ~

~ needlework ~ medals ~ memorabilia ~
and more!

~www.Framing-Marvellous.co.uk ~
o,

Mm

ANDREW JELLEY OPTICIANS

www.andrewjelleyopticians.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL
OPTICIAN

18 Teme Street, Tenbury Wells, Worcestershire

01584 811445

Paul the Painter

Professional painter & decorator
in Clifton-upon-Teme
Interior & exterior, from a single room to a whole house

Tel 01886 812168 / 07759 298754
E-mail paulthepainter23@msn.com

TH E@RC HARD

T&MERS

Laurence Green - 07809 495848
laurence@theorchardtamers.co.uk
www.theorchardtamers.co.uk

WE FIX FRUIT TREES & MAKE WILDLIFE WELCOME
« 1 garden tree or 10 acres
« Gardening for wildlife
« Help, advice and training
* Great present idea!

Are Your [LoCcks

Behaving Badly

Check A Lock Fix A Lock

* No Call Out Charge *
* Free Onsite Estimates ¢

All Types of Door & Window Locks
Opened ¢ Repaired ¢ Serviced
Jammed Doors  Faulty Locks

Lost » Broken or Poorly Cut Keys
Wooden-UPVC Door & Window
Multi-Point Lock Repair Specialist
Doors Adjusted & Realigned
No Job Too Big or Small

For More Advise Call Stewart

THE LOCKSMITH

01905 570999 07871 44 20 11

Local Reliable Independent Locksmith
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www.locksmithworcestershire.co.uk
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Contact: Juliet Twinberrow

Tel: 01886 821408 Mob: 07772 799754

Email: info@housevet.co.uk
www.housevet.co.uk

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

For an Affordable
& Reliable Electrican
Choose REWIRED!

The Power Behind
!j Teme Valley....

01886 853 011

07421 748 288 ui's-m}‘

www.rewired-worcester.co.uk S

Teme Valley Window Cleaning

We are & local eco-friendly window cleaning company providing &
professional and relisble service
Frames & Sills cleaned as skandard

Call Mark 07776 254710
lemevleyundowclaaningdgnalcom

www.temetriangle.net
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Chauffeur Services

Liz Whittaker - lady chauffeur

Affordable Comfort Travel in Style

Transport solutions for up to eight passengers.
All air and seaport. Wedding and sporting events.
Local and National journeys. 07814 006179

tic witife
FUTURE pheasant
EVENTS: e
Friday 4th October Dan Greenaway

Friday 1st November Tenbury Young
Farmers Firework and
bonfire night (open to all)
Friday 6th December Big Sister
Opening times:

Fridays 5pm till midnight,
Saturdays 12noon till midnight
Sundays 12noon til 8pm

Only Open the first weekend of the month

oT.V. eVideo eAudio
eElectronic Repairs
eMicrowave Ovens

DAVE PARKER
01885 410711
Mobile 07790 423158

Prompt efficient service at competitive rates
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Hair by Jess
07779 621229
Clifton Upon Teme

Instagram page: #hairbyjessmorris

Domestic cleaning
- service in Clifton
on Teme covering

from Bromyard to

Abberley.

ﬁ " 07591816821

the_dust_fairy_cleaning@outlook.com
@thefairyofthedust Facebook page

Dust

fag,

,{@J

BILLS GARDEN GATES
AND TIMBER PRODUCTS

® Garden Furniture ® Storage

@ Log Stores @ Decking

® Chicken Runs ® Fences

@ Aviaries @ Your Cholice

...and more made to.order locally from FSC treated or
untreated timber. Bespoke and renovations also undertaken
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COLIN GRIFFITHS
GROUNDIVORKS CONTRACTOR

MARTLEY, IWORCESTERSHIRE
0 Main Sewer Comnections
Septic Tanks
Foundations to D
o Conerete & Tarmacing

= SiteClarane
Foul & Storm Drainage .

TEL 01686 621283 MOB. 07836 772501

Eclipse
HomeCare

01905 641 070
www.eclipsehomecare.co
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LEE JAMES
CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Qualified and experienced in all aspects of carpentry

O Kitchens supplied and fitted [0 Roofing

O 1™ and 2™ Fix O Renovations — old & new

O Oak timber frames O Plastic fascia & soffits

O Loft conversions O Doors & windows
Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed

For free quotes, competitive prices and a
rofessi 1 service ph
(01886) 821151
07779 073870

* | compare, advise and arrange mortgages from the entire market

Chimney Sweep

Andy Johnson

- Certificate issued
- Weekend/Evening
sweeps available
- Traditional brush/Power sweep

01886 821933/ 07798 790913

T 4y

MEGISTERED MEMEBER rousan

Are you buying your first home, moving home or
looking to remortgage?

Midas

Financial Planning
* | personally manage the entire process ensuring you get the

perfect mortgage

+ [ liise with lenders, solicitors and estate agents to ensure 8
smooth process
v 100% free -  never charge  fee for my mortgage services

Call Stephanie now to find out what you can
borrow and your next steps
01299 549820

'YOUR HOME NAY EE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DX NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE

PILATES FORALL

PHYSIO-LED PILATES CLASSES
with Sue Bratton

A range of ON LINE classes to suit all abilities

available now

Face to face classes starting again in the Autumn

Please contact Sue for more information
07974 343609 or sue579@icloud.com

A
"t Camomile
& Cornflowers

Naturally beautiful & fragrant
British flowers for all occasions

Web: camomilecornflowers.co.uk
Email: kate @camomilecornflowers.co.uk

01886 812184 07887 706147

Perks
Accountancy Ltd

D

Bookkeeping Services
Personal Tax Returns
VAT Returns

Payroll

Management Accounts
Year End Accounts
Corporation Tax Returns
Budgeting & Forecasting

Rachel Perks
ACMA CGMA FIAB
Tel: 07484 161382
rachel@perksaccountancy.co.uk
www.perksaccountancy.co.uk

Laugherne Farm House, Martley
Worcestershire, WR6 6QB

www.temetriangle.net
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FORMER RECTOR’S MEMOIRS

The Rev. Clifford Owen, Rector of Clifton, Lower
Sapey and the Shelsleys between 1989-2002, has just S
published a book in which he describes ‘fifty years of joys &
and trials as a Church of England vicar’. Two chapters
of 10 Churches, 3 Crises, 1 God cover the time he -
spent ministering in the Teme Valley parishes. In this first EI
abridged extract, he describes his arrival and induction in Clifton in July
1989:

The United Benefice of Clifton-on-Teme, Lower Sapey, and the Shelsleys was
described by my predecessor, Patrick Hobson, as ‘perhaps the loveliest three
parishes in all of England’. It sounded a bit OTT but it was obvious what he
was referring to. | used to say that a professional photographer could make
at least two Beautiful Britain calendars out of the views within the parish and
beyond. Clifton-on-Teme is an attractive one third half-timbered village set
around a curved village street almost 600 feet above the Teme Valley. The
River Teme is one of the three big rivers that rise in Central Wales and flow
to the Bristol Channel. The Severn and the Wye are the two well-known ones,
but the Teme is not far behind in beauty; and it bisected our benefice. From
the Rectory bedroom window | looked across to the Malvern Hills where Elgar
gained inspiration for ‘Pomp and Circumstance’. Slightly left and one looked to
Bredon Hill and beyond to the Cotswold Edge above Broadway. More locally
just beyond the Teme lay Woodbury Hill, where legend says the Welsh were
supposed to have perched threateningly for a week in the days when the Welsh
and English weren’t so friendly to each other! It was a glorious part of England
to live in and | could write not a few pages just as a guide book. However | have
to lift the veil off the human species who inhabited it!

Sadness at my induction

| still have to own up to some nervousness when one is the centre of attention.
Ordination was OK because there were five of us, but when being instituted into
a new job as minister, all eyes are on you as first opinions are being formed by
the locals of what you look like, how you sound and of course what ‘Mrs Vicar’
looks like! My induction at Clifton was on a glorious summer’s evening in July
1989. It proceeded well. The service ran according to the script. Everyone did
their bit and the six churchwardens had drilled with their wands like Roman
soldiers escorting Caesar! We were enjoying the tea and refreshments in the
village hall chatting away. “Owen, may | introduce you to Sir Francis and Lady
Winnington”, said Leonard [Birch], retired priest (and himself a veteran of the
Dunkirk evacuation) with the caveat, “Let them speak to you first. He only has
one arm” added Leonard. “He lost the other at Dunkirk”.
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Sir Francis Winnington then greeted me. “Welcome to the parish. | am Lay
Rector. | gather | am responsible for the chancel”. Putting on my best John
Cleese, | replied: “Ah splendid. It's good to meet you Sir". Actually, | hadn’t a clue
what a lay rector was at that point, so | quickly consulted the churchwardens,
who hadn’t too much idea either.

But then my mother came up to me suddenly and said: “Where’s Avis? A man
has collapsed inside the hall and he doesn’t look too good”. Being a nurse and
midwife, Avis was automatically summoned for medical emergencies. Sadly
a local farmer from Lower Sapey, Tom Dallow, had had a cardiac arrest and
passed away at my induction. Instantly | had to switch to pastoral mode and try
to console a widow. Her family gathered around her and | was straight into the
job.

One benefice, three parishes

I quickly discovered that the three separate parishes could have happily existed
on their own planets. A united benefice is a theoretical ecclesiastical construct
for logistical convenience! It defines a vicar’s territory and is a financial unit for
assessing quota, but beyond that any attempt to level out, unify the style of
hymnbooks or mix the social pudding was done at one’s peril! Colonel Bill was
quickly off the mark by making sure | knew which services | was expected to
take in the Shelsleys. Then one day at our regular churchwardens meeting he
said: “Rector (‘Clifford’ came a few weeks later) | do have to point out to you that
the people of the Shelsleys will not come up to Clifton”. He said it with the tone
of voice that Monty might have used in the Western Desert when pronouncing
doom upon Rommel.

“OK, thank you for telling me Bill. | accept that and won't waste a grain of my
energy trying to get them up to Clifton; but they will get the same sermons!”

It was a serious sociological comment, which most people in the benefice
accepted. Dorothy, one of the Clifton churchwardens put it thus: “We do ask
the Shelsleys to join in things from time to time but they always seem to display
a certain amount of hauteur”. Actually the division between Clifton and the
Shelsleys may be rooted patrtially in the Civil War. Homme Castle on the Clifton
side of the Teme Valley was in Royalist hands whilst Oliver Cromwell shelled it
from Pudford Lane on the north side of the River. Cannon balls and other Civil
War finds have been retrieved at the site. Given also that the County boundary
was a moving piece of rope between Hereford and Worcester it is not hard to
see how these differences between parishes can arise. | was whispered to after
| had been there some years and informed quietly that the Shelsleys never really
wanted to be joined up with Clifton. At a meeting with a previous archdeacon
who came to outline the pastoral scheme, he was verbally abused! However, |
got on with the job despite the bits of chequered history.
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My first weeks and months in the new patch were almost universally good. A
string of dinner parties quickly appeared in our diaries, mostly in the Shelsleys,
and a few in Clifton. Some of those dinner parties were really ‘old style’. A
couple (including Colonel Bill's) were scaled down mess dinners. The mess
silver was on the polished mahogany table top. The candelabra were aligned
with a laser beam. The ladies dressed for dinner and retired after the sweet to
another room to play scrabble whilst the men puffed at cigars! | doubt whether
our conversation changed the world but the attempt was made.

Getting around the patch at Christmas and Easter

The benefice was roughly a rectangle six miles by three, but with narrow lanes
and winding hills journeys took longer than the distance would suggest. | quickly
discovered that all the churches hoped the rector to show his face at all services
if at all possible. It was clearly unrealistic but still expected! My predecessor,
Patrick Hobson, had cleverly evolved the system of ‘top and tailing’. He had
people to start and finish services whilst he would either arrive late or move
on early. It required timing to the minute but it was just about do-able. So on
Christmas and Easter mornings, when | really did think it important for me to
see folk, | would make a good flask of coffee for the car, set off about 7.20 for St
Andrew’s, Shelsley Walsh and take the very traditional 8.00 Book of Common
Prayer service in the time honoured way. It was almost entirely priest-led; no
hymns, a short five minute word on the gospel or epistle, ‘Merry Christmas’
at the door and off | would set on the six miles to St Bartholomew’s Lower
Sapey, on the border of Herefordshire. A dozen or so folk would be waiting
for me to start the 9.00 service, and they expected a good ten minute sermon
at least (they were mainly Methodists). | managed to get them to have one or
two hymns and they had an organist from the village. The congregation nearly
always included the Patron, Ancrum, and his wife in the front pew. On a normal
third Sunday Communion the organist liked a day off! So | would lead a hymn
or two unaccompanied. Having been trained as a choirboy over many years |
could stay in tune. The only snag was that Ancrum had a powerful voice and if |
didn’t ‘give it some welly’ (to use the country jargon) Ancrum could easily derail
the whole hymn - the only way around it was to choose a hymn he didn’t know!
| used to give Lower Sapey their full hour’s service and chat to folk afterwards.
It always seemed important to me not to rush worship or cut the pastoral time
down for the smallest church. After all it was their only Sunday service; although
a few of us frequently said evensong. Ancrum insisted on it!

After Lower Sapey | had a quick coffee in the car and arrived back in the
Rectory drive about 1015. At Clifton the first twenty minutes or so were led by
an excellent Family Service planning team, who competently led everything
and, on many occasions, did the talk. Obviously they expected me to preach for
Christmas and Easter and celebrate Holy Communion. Clifton was invariably
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well attended for a country church. 90 on the electoral roll and average Sunday
attendance at least sixty.

| would make sure | got away from Clifton after the blessing, and then drive
down to Shelsley Beauchamp, where Colonel Bill would be in full flight leading
Morning Prayer. | usually timed my arrival in the second hymn and walked
straight up to the pulpit. The Sermon was delivered in about 13 minutes and
then blessing. At Christmas and Easter | had a short Communion immediately
after Morning Prayer and if you thought the job was then done you would be
mistaken because at Christmas the Rector was expected to visit the large house
next to the church for more Christmas drinks! The Vicar of Dibley episode with
Dawn French trying to force down three Christmas dinners isn’t so far from
reality. | would finally arrive for my own Christmas dinner at the Rectory about
1.30 as the family were crying with hunger. | was ‘pretty flat’ having been on the
go since 7.30 giving and receiving at least a hundred Christmas greetings at
church doors plus the sherry at the big house. Trying to turn from ‘Rector’ into
‘Dad’ and take an interest in your own children’s Christmas presents when you
are exhausted is one of the price tags of having to put the parishes first. Most
clergy know what | mean!

| have described trying to get around all four churches at Christmas and Easter,
but in addition at Christmas there would have been a preceding Carol Service
(usually the Sunday before Christmas). Then on Christmas Eve we held the
popular candlelit Christingle service and midnight Communion. The Christingle
service was the best attended service of the festival. About 120 regularly came
and it continued to puzzle me why such a large number would turn up. So |
stopped analysing why and just got on with it! One year | rewrote the whole
introduction to the service as if Compo, Clegg and Foggy from the sitcom Last
of the Summer Wine were chatting about the service. | had good feedback. |
even did their accents! But it was the Millennium Service on New Year's Eve
1999 that made me think hard when 71 people turned up to a watchnight service
after which we all joined in fireworks on the village green (more actually came
out of church than the pub).

The one thing you could not say was that this rural benefice -
was spiritually dead. By no means! | once calculated without
fudging the figures that during the course of four months in
a typical autumn, if | included all services, plus baptisms,
weddings and funerals, about 1,500 different people passed L& h_U TCheS,
through St Kenelm’s Clifton doors. Rural ministry: thinned
out bits of suburbia?
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CLIFTON WI

Clifton-upon-Teme WI has embraced Zoom and
has had three successful meetings using this online
technology.

At our meeting on January 12th, Nick Wilkes, the
Malvern Bard, delightfully entertained us with the
story of his life and an actor and playwright. Nick
lives in Malvern and has 30 years experience in the
theatre as an actor and writer. He has no acting background and spent an idyllic
childhood on the family farm and after leaving school, he worked for Thomas
Cook and travelled widely with his job. His first acting experience was to make
up numbers in a local production of West Side Story and was ‘bitten by the bug’.

Nick then studied performing arts in Cheltenham, followed by the University of
Vancouver and Bristol Old Vic Theatre School. Whilst at the Bristol Old Vic,
Charlton Heston agreed to be interviewed by Nick in front of a paying audience
at the Roses Theatre in Cheltenham. This helped to pay for his theatre school
fees. After graduating, there followed many years of working in a repertory
company, appearing in panto, working with an outdoor Shakespeare company,
and as an extra in film work. In between jobs, there was always work backstage
or bar work in local theatres. Nick has used his many years of acting experience
to write and produce his own plays. His energy, enthusiasm and love of the
theatre was enjoyed by us all. We look forward to experiencing again, and
hopefully soon, the special atmosphere that only live performances can bring.

For your diary: Our next meeting is on February 9th. We have Dr Sophie Moore,
lecturer in Archaeology at Newcastle University as our speaker. Her talk is
‘Principles of Stratigraphy with Trifle’. To find out what geology and trifle have
in common, join us on zoom!! Contact Penny Bowden on 812784 for zoom
details. Nina Gilbert

NORA PARSONS DAY CENTRE

Everyone at Nora Parsons Centre would like to thank all those who supported
our Christmas Raffle which was so successful that 1000 tickets were sold with
minimal expenses so a tremendous boost to our funds! We would especially
like to thank Richard Goodman for the donation of a Goodmans Turkey and
local Artist Margaret Burns for her donation of a beautifully decorated coffee
table. Alist of winners is available on Facebook. We are still unable to reopen
of course but the committee have furnished the Centre to a high Covid safe
level and are perusing news bulletins for any helpful advice on how and when it
could be done. Perhaps when we are all vaccinated there will be a let up in the
rules of congregating. Very Best wishes for a Better New Year. Pam Morgan
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DEREK BROOKS

Janet Brooks and family would like to
thank everybody for all the kind words
and cards of condolences that they
have received after the sad loss of
Derek. The support of the entire village
during this difficult time has meant
more to them than you can imagine.

e y s y

CLIFTON SCOUTS
Clifton Scouts have continued to ‘meet’ virtually through lockdown and our
leaders have done a wonderful job of keeping the young people engaged and
earning badges. Our Beaver, Cub and Scout sections took part in a Virtual
Three Peaks Challenge during the 2020 lockdown, with each scout challenged
to climb either Scafell Pike, Snowdon or Ben Nevis on local walks to raise funds
for equipment which will enable us to deliver even better camping activities
when we are able to. A big well done to Charlotte, Adam, Eddie R, Noah, Linus
and Daniel for conquering at least one of the peaks each, and a special
mention to Toby who climbed all 3 summits. Between them they have ascended
more than the height of Everest! Their efforts helped us to raise over £600,
and we are very grateful to all of the members of our fantastic community who
donated. We have spaces for young people to join all three sections, and are
always looking for adult support, in both section leader and executive support
roles. If you are interested in volunteering in any capacity please contact me
at exec@cliftonontemescouts.org; if your child would like to join let us know at
gsl@cliftonontemescouts.org and we can provide further details.

Helen Wain, Group Chair, Clifton on Teme Scout Group

The River Teme burst its banks after heavy rain at the end of January
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H E R B E RT Land & Estate Agents
Chartered Surveyors
BAN KS Auctioneers
Planning Consultants

Your Local Agent Since1898

Estate & Letting Agents
Chartered Surveyors & Valuers
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Auctioneers

Land & Estate Management
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Sirightmove (®PrimeLocationcom ,@

The Estate Office - Hill House - Great Witley - Nr Worcester - WR6 6JB

T: 01299 896 968
F: 01299 896 981
E: ghb@gherbertbanks.co.uk

Sale and Letting of Rural and Urban Property
RICS Registered Valuers
Landlord & Tenant Negotiations

Basic Payment Scheme & Associated Matters

The Village Stores

27 THE VILLAGE, CLIFTON-UPON-TEME WR6 6EN
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Contributions for the next (March) edition by Friday, 12 February 2021 please
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