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Local Harpley resident Sean Hinton, with his family, at his recent book launch
in Harpley Church.
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A VERY WARM WELCOME to the October 2023 edition of the Teme
Triangle

Well it would appear that summer (what little summer we had!) is definitely over
and so onwards we move towards the wonderful season of autumn. This is truly
my favourite season, with her stunning colours and crisp, cool air.

Autumn is said to be a time of plenty, ripening, harvest and abundance. Yet
at the same time, a symbol of decline, decay and old age. To accept both
allows us to look forward and be at peace with not only ourselves but also our
surroundings.

To read through this edition, as with any other edition, reminds us of how lucky
we are to live in this beautiful, community-minded valley. There is indeed much
to look forward to. Thank you as always for sharing your activites with other
readers.

THE BIKING BISHOP

Shelsley resident Jude Damerell spent a very enjoyable afternoon recently
riding around Worcestershire, Herefordshire and Shropshire on the back of the
Bishop of Hereford (Richard Jackson)'s Harley Davidson (see photo on front
cover).

This was the prize at a Remembrance Day charity auction last year. The Bishop
picked Jude up at home in Shelsley and headed off towards Clee Hill. It made
a great impression on Jude, who thought it was absolutely fantastic - so much
so that she is now actively looking for a Harley to buy! Watch out Teme Valley!
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A NEW ACTIVITY COMES TO CLIFTON - PICKLEBALL
Pickleball looks a bit like
scaled-down tennis. It is
played on a badminton
size court with racquets
like large table tennis bats
and balls like oversized
golf airflows. As the court
is smaller and the balls
slower than tennis, it is
suitable for all ages and
abilities. Intrigued? Need
a bit more exercise?

There are now two ' .

groups playing regularly at Clifton Village Hall, one on Thursday 2. 15pm and
one on Monday evening, 7.15pm. New players are welcome. Why not come
along, give it a go and see if it is for you?

If you want more information contact John and Ros Wain at
jcandrwain@yahoo.co.uk or on 07368 395501.

CLIFTON UPON TEME WI UPDATE

The Clifton WI had their summer outing in August with a trip to Stourbridge Glass
Museum where we were shown round the exhibits and learnt about the history
of glass making in the area. The industry was established in the area at the
beginning of the 17th Century by French glass makers who found that the area
had the necessary coal, for fuel, and fireclay for making furnaces and melting
pots. Stourbridge continued to be an important area for the development of
high-quality innovative glassware for the next 400 years. The tour was followed
by a stop at The Garden Tea Rooms at Great Witley where we enjoyed a tasty
lunch.

In September, Meriet Duncan gave a very entertaining talk about honeybees. She
became a passionate beekeeper after being given a box of bees unexpectedly
by a friend. Meriet explained how hard each bee works for the good of the hive.

Some fun facts about bees are:

. Honeybees have been on the planet longer than dinosaurs
. A honeybee makes one twelfth of a teaspoon of honey in her lifetime
. To make a single jar of honey, the honeybees will have visited about

two million flowers
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. Honeybees prefer to forage from the blossom on trees and shrubs
rather than single wildflowers

. They fly for up to 5 miles and visit between fifty to one hundred
flowers on each collection trip

Meriet has also written several children’s books and gives talks in schools. The
evening was well attended with several visitors and new members.

October 20 is the WI Health and Wellbeing evening on the topic of Osteoporosis.
We are looking forward to the speaker from the Royal Osteoporosis Society. This
is an important topic that affects both men and women, so all are welcome. This
is a free event with refreshments, stalls, an introduction to useful Pilates exercises
and a raffle.

If you would like to know more or are thinking of joining the WI please do come

MARTLEY YOUNG FARMERS UPDATE, by Amy Wickens
We have had a successful start to the new year. Our new members evening was
well attended with lots of new members, who all thoroughly enjoyed the evening!

Martley YFC have got lots of exciting activities booked, such as a feed mill tour,
bonfire night, escape rooms and much more. If you didn’t manage to attend the
new members evening and are still interested in joining, please drop us a message
or give us a call for more details.

Our first charity event of the year is the Quiz Evening which will be held at Martley
Village Hall on Saturday 21 October, doors open at 7pm for a 7:30pm start. It will
be £10 per person, which will include food. Teams can be up to 6 people. There
will also be a bar and tuck shop available.

For more information or to enter your team, please call or text Zoe on 07772
202840. Please pre-book by Wednesday 18 October.

CLIFTON HARVEST TEA
Friday 6 October, 5 - 7pm
Clifton Upon Teme Village Hall

Come and celebrate the work of local farmers.

Tea, sandwiches, cake etc. Talks and family acitivities.

No charge, but any money donations will be used to cover costs and donate to the
Worcester food bank.
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NIC SPROSON
THE OPTICIAN
Contact Lens Specialists

* Patient Car Park *

52 Barbourne Road, Worcester

Tel: 01905 27327

www.nicsprosontheoptician.co.uk

David Ward

firewgﬁ&d

Do you need a dependable consistent quality supply of
seasoned or kiln dried hardwood and softwood firewood?
Cut and split to suit and delivered in breathable
1.2-cubic metre bags, so no need to restack.

Small delivery vehicle, fitted with crane,
can deliver to most locations and situations.

CALL DAVID TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS:
Mobile: 07866 441154

enbhanced, tyemeil

studio

WWW.ENHANCEDMOVEMENTSTUDIO.CO.UK

platee  corchte o

MONDAY 8:30AM LEAVING FROM
MILL FARM
TUE AY 6: PM
JESD S0 STANFORD BRIDGE
THURSDAY 8:30AM

THURSDAY 6:30PM EVERY MONDAY

FRIDAY B8AM wou i h ok
RUN CLUB

NOW AT EVERY WEDNESDAY

(FROM 27TH '::"(:'—:.‘{I

PITLANDS
CLIFTON-ON-TEME
£5/SESSION

PLEASE ENQUIRE ABOUT
‘COUCHTOBK & RUN CLUB

)'_‘\IBA 07989 535 757 (_’A’W

The Apple Tree Kitchen

01886 812 431
WR6 6DX

Set in the beautiful grounds of Pitlands Farm Holidays
| Fully licensed | Breakfasts | Lunches | Cakes | Coffees |
| Afternoon Teas | Gardens & Grounds |
| Children’s Play Ground |
| Function room available with catering
for every occasion |

Open Thursday - Sunday 9:30am - 5:00pm

www.theappletreekitchen.co.uk
info@theappletreekitchen.co.uk

tracey@meadows-soft-furnishings.co.uk
www.meadows-soft-furnishings.co.uk
01886 812583 or 07831 818104

Meadowas
Soft Furnishinga

by Tracey Birks
‘Beapohie handmade curtaina, blinda,
designed and made for you
‘No obligation home consullation

HainesHeating
07534 700 932

Oil & Gas Boiler service
& repair specialist
Clifton-On-Teme
www.ahainesheating.co.uk
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e MOT Repairs
e Servicing

e Accident Repairs * Exhausts

Tel/Fax: 01886 853 530
Mobile: 07970000881

Harpley Works
Clifton-on-Teme -

* Tyres > &
¢ Batteries '

HVWH

Specialists in Wills, Inheritance Tax Planning
Administration of Estates, Powers of Attorney

And Court of Protection

Our solicitors are approachable & friendly,

and can arrange home visits if required.

Contact our Partners: Clare Burden or Philippa Pipe on 01905 726600

Or email clare.burden@hwhlaw.co.uk/philippa.pipe@hwhlaw.co.uk

Other services we offer include: Residential/Commercial property,

Employment and Civil Disputes

S

FIREWOOD SPECIALIST

Bags & Bulk
Locally Sourced Hardwood Firewood
Call Ed on 0758 333 8879 for a quote

T/A Walkers Wood
i Certificate No: WS5447/00001

A o
N st >“<2022 OO

», H. CALDICOTT & S0y

Funeral Directors

15 MARKET STREET,
TENBURY WELLS, WORCESTERSHIRE
TELEPHONE: 01584 810281

FAX: 01584 811420

A family Burials
run business Cremations
established 1919 Chapel of Rest

www.temetriangle.net

j hame it, we
| Framing Marvellous [=]
Call 01886 888766 or scan to
contact us for appointment:

1 Maylite Trading Estate
Martley, WR6 6PQ (free parking)

* Woodbuming & Multifuel Stoves

* Stove Spares & Repairs

* Glass, Ropes, Bricks, Baffles, Cleaners

+ Chimney Liner Kits & Flue Pipes

+ Kiln Dried Logs, Kindling and Firelighters

01886 812452

Steps Farm Www.is-stoves.co.uk
Clifiton Upon Teme

Worcester Showroom & Online Shop
WR6 6EN
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JEREMY MASSEY
(Qualified Electrician

niz eI Registered
Electrician

- BST7671
v'Household Electrical work
vFast, Reliable & Friendly
vlery high standards met
Y Inspection & Testing

Contact: 01886 888493

AQUA CLEANSING ..

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING

o Cesspool & Pump Stations
« Soakaways

« Blockage Clearance

« Sewage Treatment Engineers
o Pumps, Compressors & Servicing
« CCTV Drainage Surveys

www.aquacleansingltd.co.uk
enquiries@aquacleansing.co.uk

Call us now for free advice & quotation

01886 888471

Berrow Green Road, Martley, Worcester WR6 6PQ

Fast reliable service established for over 30 years

o a .
] Feet First v’ Ground floor clinic
Foot Clinic v Onsite parking

Treatments for: Bi and orthotics sp
e  Corns
. Gl @ 01905 319855
e Verrucas
*  Nail conditions 2 07580 160 997
e Ingrown toenails
e Cracked heels
Proud to kave been seruing the
e Fungal infections
e Plantar Fasciitis communitu lon over 15 yeans
e Nail bracing
e Heel and ankle pain ‘Q—}?
e Diabetic patients

PHIL GRAY

Dairyman / Newsagent

National. . . Daily. .. Sunday & Local Papers
... Nagizines. . .All itk. . .
oo Doairy Products. . . Eggs. .. Soft Dhinks
... & Waters etc.

Let your /Niltkman do the Talking
01584 881385 / phil@eardiston.com

purethyme
wellbeing and bf??_‘.{/{}“\‘

Visit us at Mill Farm, Stanford Bridge,
for beauty and holistic treatments

Please call for an appointment or
more information on 07964 176747
www.purethyme.co.uk

BARNHALL

Cleaning & Maintenance
Phone 07735 401102

24 hour Drain Unblocking
Paths/Patio Cleaning Guttering Repairs
Gutter Cleaning Tile & Slate Roof Repairs
Fascia & UPVC Cleaning  Brick/Stone Repointing
Brick/Stone Cleaning Drainage Installation

External Decorating

Email: barnhallpropertyservices@yahoo.com

01886 889248

Hairdressing and Barbering salon now open in Martley

next to the Maylite trading estate

Senior Citizen discount available on a Wednesday starting
from the 1st March 2020

Late Nights Wednesday and Thursday’s until 8pm

ne the salon for all and

AW
Zed Yoda gt
Yoga classes at | Lana- 2\
Eastham Memorial Hall ===

For adults of all ages P ol N\

Please contact Zoe Herington:
www.zedyoga.co.uk
Tel: 07962 981456
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HANLEY HOUSE

(Formerly Tally Ho Inn)

Hi, Anna and Tom here.

We've been working hard renovating through
last year and opening the doors in June, now
hosting events and accommodation.

We are running monthly Friday Supper
Clubs, see our website for the latest info and
to buy tickets.

The beautiful old bar is available for private
hire, and for shoot breakfasts, lunches
or dinners.

We have 3, soon 4 (eventually 8), stylish
letting rooms. WRi15 8QX

Www.hanleyhouse.co.uk

For all enquiries info@hanleyhouse.co.uk

Wichenford Mole Man
e Call - 07855 674760

e Problems with Moles in the
garden

*  Professional, Reliable & Discreet
Traditional methods only used

C.L. GIBBS
BUILDERS

EXTENSIONS » ALTERATIONS
PLASTERING « UPVUC WINDOWS
ROOFING * TILING « LANDSCAPING
FASCIAS » GUTTERING » STONE WORK
For all types of buiding work call your local
family builder for advice and free estimate

01886812450
07905 386971

www.temetriangle.net

CANTS

" Tree Maintenance

For all your tree &
garden needs

NPTC qualified, fully insured, professional tree surgeon

07513111588
Cants_tree_maintenance

A
[I_7 Cantstreemaintenance

www.temetriangle.net

q ANDY PRITCHARD
PAINTER & DECORATOR

Fully Qualified & Insured A A
ToERIEN”
All aspects of decorating undertaken, including
Interiors, Exteriors, Tiling and Paper Hanging
For free estimates & quality workmanship
contact Andy.

07973 783240 - 01866 889001
pritchard378@btinternet.com
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LOWER SAPEY NEWS, by Margaret Griffiths

So it's goodbye brief summer, hello autumn, with its glorious sunsets,
harvesting, World Cup competitions and Christmas advertising already. | hope
everyone had a good summer and enjoyed the heat wave, which must have
supplemented our Vitamin D!

At the end of August we celebrated the annual service in Old St Bartholomew’s
Church. Pat and Mike Prosser retired as honorary guardians and many thanks
go to them both. Pat will continue to hold the key. Another Pat, Pat Snelling and
her husband Mike are hoping to take over the guardianship and this tradition.

St Bartholomew’s, Harpley, had a busy month with visits from the Clifton
Brownies and Cubs; they enjoyed gatherings round the fire pit, with toasted
marshmallows and it proved a popular visit for them.

The weather was also brilliant for our annual Big Breakfast on 9 September.
This was actually the tenth anniversary and turned out to be one of the best.
Everyone seemed to cope with the heat and enjoy a full English breakfast.
We raised about £400 for our Church. Thanks go particularly to Liz and Steve
Younge, the main organisers, and to all who helped out. This money will go
towards the church and we continue with our plans, despite setbacks. We will
get there eventually and hope it will benefit the community in many more ways
and stay as our lovely church.

Another first for Harpley church is a book launch. Sean Hinton of Hollybush
Lane is having his children’s book published in the autumn and is having a book
launch on 16 September. We hope he will become our own Roald Dahl.

CHURCH WARDEN

Our much loved and valued churchwarden, Candy Connolly, has resigned from
this post after almost 12 years as she feels exhausted with all her efforts to
move forward with improvements to benefit the church and the community. It
has been a struggle at times and she feels it is time for a new person to take
over. We have made many changes during Candy’s term of office, and | would
like to thank her personally for all her work. | think we would all agree that she
has helped to make a huge difference to the church. It is quite likely that without
some of her work, the church would have been closed by the Diocese some
years ago. Thank you very much Candy and although you are staying on the
PCC, we hope you can now enjoy a more leisurely life, less stressful and more
free home time.
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After voting, the new churchwardens will be Liz Younge and David Richards,
who we feel will do a wonderful job and carry on Candy’s work. We wish them
both good luck.

NOTICES:

HARVEST SUPPER will be in the church on Saturday 7 October at 7pm. The
price, £20 per adult and £10 for children over 12; £15 for senior citizens. It will
include two courses and a fine cheese board, also a free glass of wine. For
details see posters and for tickets apply to Claire Edwards or Liz Younge.

SERVICES

Sunday 1 October, Morning service at 10.30am.

Thursday 5 October, Morning prayers at 9.30am.

Sunday 15 October, Methodist Communion at 10.30am.

There will be no Circle service this month because of the service at St
Kenelm’s on 22 September to celebrate the licensing of Rev. Julia Curtis by
Archdeacon Robert Jones. All welcome.

The Remembrance service will be on Sunday 12 November at 10.45am.
Housekeeping for October is in the hands of Dot Millward.

The Ladies Bible Group will definitely re-start on Tuesday 10 October at 2pm
at the home of Jill Smith. We have new texts and can discuss which one to
start using.

Have a wonderful Autumn and stay well.

MOBILE LIBRARY IN CLIFTON

For anyone in search of good bookshelves to browse along, did you know
that Worcester County Council Mobile Library Service visits our area once a
month? It comes on the morning of the third Friday from 09:45 - 10:15 and
parks conveniently in Clifton Village Hall car park in Hope Lane. After this (in
case you are late) it drives down the lane to Harpley. There is a good selection
of fiction, non-fiction and large print books. The librarian is very happy to help
and will look things up and order books for you to pick up the following month.
Added to which, it provides an opportunity for a chat with fellow readers. This
month the library will be available on Friday 20 October at 09:45.

Online details www.worcestershire.gov.uk/libraries.
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DINING AT SHELSLEY HILLCLIMB

DELICIOUS FOOD AT SHELSLEY...

The racing season might be coming to an end but there will still be a chance
to meet up with friends and family at Shelsley Walsh for a Sunday Carvery or
Festive lunch...

SUNDAY CARVERY - Sunday 22 October

Book The Courtyard Restaurant for a delicious Sunday Carvery. Choose from
beef, turkey or pork with all the trimmings! Two courses £20 or three courses
£25. Veggie and GF options available. The bar will be open too. Bookings
essential.

CHRISTMAS LUNCH - Sunday 10 December

Join us at Shelsley Walsh for a fun festive lunch. A beautiful 3 course meal,
warm mince pies and a glass of mulled wine, along with a classic game of bingo
and a Christmas quiz. £30 per person and booking essential. The bar will be
open too.

\““"/
DINING AT SHELSLEY seusuey T,

THE COURTYARD RESTAURANT

THE COURTYARD

SHELSLEY WALSH
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CLIFTON RECREATION GROUND LATEST

Clifton Parish Council is at last in a position to go ahead with its Four Acre
Field project to redevelop the village recreation area after a delay of two years,
occasioned by the need to prove that the Council owned all the land, a task
which required the assistance of a specialist lawyer. The delay combined with
spiralling costs has meant that the original proposal has had to be modified, but
nevertheless it is still an exciting project.

In a message to residents, Parish Councillor Chairman John Bowden confirmed,
“We have at last had approval for the funding which will allow us to improve the
drainage of the field and to repair part of the bowling green structure. We plan
to refurbish the tennis court and provide a multi-use games area (MUGA) which
will provide a pitch to be used for football, tennis, netball and basketball and we
intend to install new playground equipment for infant and junior children. We are
also preparing a further bid for the provision of a natural garden and seating, to
enhance the appearance of the recreation area and the possible addition of a
petanque court”.

It has not been possible to incorporate all the suggested improvements and
facilities, but the Parish Council is confident that the final result will provide a
wonderful facility for the village. It is inevitable that there will be some disruption
and partial closure of parts of the recreation area at times as the work progresses,
but the Steering Group is working with the contractors to minimise the problem.
John Bowden added “We look forward to these improved facilities for the village
and hope many people will enjoy using them”.

CLIFTON PLOUGHING MATCH
Neil Sparey, joint
organiser of the annual
ploughing match held
in Clifton in September,
pictured with contestant
Zoe Kenwrick of Upper
Sapey, a member of the
Baiting House Tractor
Club. Proceeds from the
event, in a field belonging
to Phil Richards, were
donated to the Air
Ambulance.
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HUNTLANDS FARM

BED & BREAKFAST

AND UPHOLSTERY
www.huntlandsfarm.co.uk

Tel: 01886 821955 / 07828 286360

OFFERS:
upholstery classes ® upholstery commissions
en suite b&b accommodation ¢ wedding venue
all in an idyllic, rural setting on a working farm.
And a self-catering, 6 bedroom farmhouse on an
adjacent farm, www.moorhallfarm.co.uk

Your hosts, Lucy, a custom upholsterer and
Stephen, a passionate cook, guarantee you a comfy
stay with freshly prepared, local food to enjoy.

WRIGHT CUT

GARDEN & LANDSCAPING

Decking specialists
Garden fences

‘Wooden gazebos / pergolas
Sleeper beds / steps

Shed roofs

Plus much more .....

* o o o o @

No job too small
Any job considered, please
ring for more information.
DBS checked and references
available
07940 704 864

Ombersley Family
Dental Practice

MRrs ANDY WRIGHT B.D.S. (EDIN)

ih“\l,\ Dry,,
. %,

A friendly private practice &
specializing in preventive &
dental care for all the :
family in a happy relaxed

atmosphere. 2 e

New patients welcome

Cosmetic treatments including tooth whitening

Sports gum-shields for all ages in
various colours and designs

Same day emergency appointments
Large car park

Tel: 01905 621881

RACKS LANE, OMBERSLEY,
NR DROITWICH, WORCS. WR9 0EN
www,ombersleyfamilydental.co.uk

Tipton Hall Riding School

Riding lessons-for all ages and
abilities.

Hacking-through wonderful
countryside. BHSAI Reg. In
Horse Livery-small friendly

yard.
Phone:01885 488791
mobile: 07792 358741

ey

Roger Benbow

structor

‘Www._tiptonhallridingschool.com

MARTLEY
OSTEOPATHS

Do you suffer from back and neck pain?
Do you need help with a sports injury?

Call us now on 01886 889 002

Let our team of expert practitioners help you
recover and get pain free

www.osteopathiccentre.co.uk

Osteopathy - Sports Massage Therapy

it ir sttt

MARTLEY% Martley CE Primary MARTLEY%
PRE-SCHOOL Pre School PRE-SCHOOL
Age 3*-5 Years
Monday to Friday
9am-3pm oilke

*Children can attend from the term before they U
are 3 eg 2yrym

Breakfast Club 8-9am
After School Club 3-5.30pm
Ages 3-11Years

Wrap Around Care
Breakfast Club  8-9am £4.15 er session
After School Club 3-4pm £4.15 per session

3-5pm £9.65 Per Session

3-530Pl'n £12.40 PerSession

Pre-School
2YrOld  £16.70 perSession
3-5YrOld £14.00 peression

Sessions run from:
9am-12pm & 12pm-3pm

01886889127
Registered fortwo to five year old funding and 30 hour
extended entitlement funding

https://www.martleyceprimaryschool.co.uk,

Bt ie ittt

SERVICED OFFICES
AND WORKSHOPS
AVAILABLE ON
FLEXIBLE
MONTHLY TERMS
ALSO SMALL
INDUSTRIAL UNITS

www.maylite.co.uk

Please contact Kate Shrubb on
01886 888455 for more details

I ) T I Business Centre I

MAYLITE TRADING ESTATE,
MARTLEY WRé6 6PQ

and, Forcl Scheel

Clifton Lép,_on Te I\Jur?er‘g

and Forest Schoo
OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 7:30AM -
6 months to 5 years

Breakfast Club for
Clifton Primary School
730AM - 8:30AM
Contact Abi or Rachel on

01886 812380 or
Manager@cliftoneyc.co.uk

GPM

K&B CATERING

HB

TAILOR MADE QUALITY MENUS

I FOR ALL YOUR CATERING
T KIT BAMFORD

NEEDS

For all your outside catering requirements,

please call me on:

Tel: 07801 699597

Email: kitbamford@live.co.uk
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IN PRAISE OF VILLAGE HALLS AND OTHER LOCAL FRIENDLY

VENUES
By Val Jones, Shelsley resident and PC Chair

When | first moved to the valley 12 years ago, | was keen to discover what
might be happening locally in the arts, particularly music and theatre. | was not
disappointed!

Christmas carols and then Burns Night Ceilidhs at Great Witley VH; many
suppers with wonderful music at the Gallery (now The Den); film nights and
joyous singing days at Clifton VH; The Roving Crows at Martley VH; comedy
at Shrawley VH; and an unforgettable theatre piece on the First World War at
Heightington VH. Plus, our first visit to Clows Top VH to see our local amazing
guitarist, Remi Harris perform gipsy jazz, was also accompanied with cheese
and ham baps in the interval! Shelsley VH also has regular bingo and pizza
nights, and this month has seen its first live tribute band too!

| have seen a Silent film at St Peter’s in Malvern, folk at Hartlebury and
Feckenham, and all events are always met with a friendly voice when booking
tickets, and a welcome when we arrive.

So where did | find many of these? Live and Local (liveandlocal.org.uk) is
funded by Arts Council England / local authorities / Lottery and works in rural
areas to allow communities to enjoy affordable live theatre, music and family
shows. They do this by working with voluntary promoter groups, often at our
larger village halls.

So, if you are still suffering from post-lockdown inertia, have a look on the
website and try it out. Some venues have bars, but people do take their own
refreshments, and some an interval feast!

And finally, if you have never been to see our very own Remi Harris (gipsy jazz
/ blues / rock) you really are missing out. He is at Huntington Hall in Worcester
on 20 October and at the Regal Theatre in Tenbury on 24 February, performing
the ‘Music Of Peter Green’. Enjoy!!

Page 16 www.temetriangle.net

ary gnuc:

The Unlikely Pilgrimage
of Harold Fry

Cert: 12a - 108 mins

Sat 14* Oct - 7.00 pm
Clifton On Teme Village Hall

Admission: Adults: £5  Child: £2.50
Enquiries: 01886 812238 or on the door

Bar before the film and in the interval.
Tea/coffee and cake available in the interval.

Harold is an ordinary man who has passed through life, living on the
side lines, until he goes to post a letter one day
...and just keeps walking.

Starring: Jim Broadbent, Penelope Wilton, Monika Gossmann

@ﬁ [ Srrene—
= Film Forever
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B Harvest Lunch
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ST KENELM’S ANNUAL PET SERVICE

On Sunday 10 September St Kenelm'’s held the annual Pet Service. Luckily
there was a break in the rain and it was held outside the church. The service was
well attended with a variety of pets including dogs, rabbits, ferrets, a chicken
and a pony. It was a time to reflect on and celebrate the special relationship
with our pets, to thank God for them and to pray that they are loved and cared
for, as well as to be mindful of the need to protect the environment around us.
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COUNCILLOR BARBARA JONES-WILLIAMS TAKES TO THE AIR

W™ | Midlands
Air Ambulance
Y

Charity*

The Midlands Air Ambulance Charity funds 3 helicopters and two critical care
cars which serve six counties across the Midlands. Funded entirely by the
public, it receives no Government or Lottery funding. In excess of £10 million
is needed each year to keep it operational.

“I have the privilege of being three times chairman of Malvern Hills District
Council and have chosen ‘Midland Air Ambulance Charity’ as one of my
charities. To support this cause | have decided to take on a wing walk, to raise
much needed donations for vital lifesaving missions across our district.

The picture | have used is of Critical Care Paramedic, Colin Apps. This is from
the last time | was Chairman in 2015/16. | drove my 1962 Massey Ferguson
35 tractor the length of the Malvern Hills District, raising £4k for ‘Midland Air
Ambulance Charity’.

Malvern Hills District is predominantly a rural district, with hundreds of miles of
roads and lanes, hard to reach farming areas, rural industrial sites and villages.
Like myself, many of you reading this will know of someone who has benefitted
from this important service, and would want it to continue in the efficient way
that it has done for so many years.

If you would like to support me, | can be found on the Justgiving page... type
in ‘Midlands Air Ambulance Charity Wing Walk' or telephone me on 01886 853
377 as | also have a sponsor form. Many thanks, Barbara.”
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CLIFTON CUB PACK EVENING FUN
On a lovely September evening, Clifton Cub Pack walked across country, from
the village Scout Hut, via The Hill and Church Farms to Harpley Church.

There they all had roasted marshmallows on sticks in the newly constructed
outdoor seating & firepit area, next to the churchyard. Despite some very
charred grub, everyone had a great time and the weather was perfect.

All of this was made possible by the Cub Pack leaders Nick Rowe and Chris
Lewis, and Harpley Church Warden David Richards. Our local Revd Jen
Deniston also joined in on the fun.

If any other local groups would like to make use of the outdoor seating area or
any part of Harpley Church, please contact David or any of the Harpley PCC.
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SHELSLEY OUTDOOR SERVICE
September saw a fun new ‘picnic service’ held at Shelsley Beauchamp, outside
the Church.

The service consisted of a mini Celtic Communion and was themed around the
feeding of the 5,000 with two fish and five loaves. Attendees made beautiful
hop crowns, a sea-worthy cardboard ship and decorated yummy fish biscuits.
Much fun was had by all.

Above left: The Perks family building the cardboard ship.
Above right: Kate Hurst and Irene Hodgetts wearing their hop crowns.

OLD ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S ANNUAL SERVICE
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A CHURCH SERVICES IN CLIFTON, THE SHELSLEYS
f AND LOWER SAPEY (HARPLEY)

October 2023

Sunday 1* October

10.30am Morning Prayer, St Kenelm’s, Clifton
10.30am Harvest Service, St Bartholomew, Harpley
6.30pm Evensong, St Andrews, Shelsley Walsh

Friday 6" October: st Kenelm’s Harvest Tea @ Clifton Village Hall
Saturday 7" October Harvest Supper, St Bartholomew’s, Harpley

Sunday 8" October

11.30am Harvest Service, All Saints, Shelsley Beauchamp
1.00pm Harvest Lunch, Shelsley Beauchamp Village Hall
6.00pm Harvest Service and Supper, St Kenelm’s, Clifton

Sunday 15" October

10.30am Methodist Holy Communion, St Bartholomew, Harpley
6.30pm Evensong, St Kenelm’s, Clifton

Sunday 22" October

10.30am Licensing Service of Rev Julia Curtis as Curate in
charge of Clifton, Shelsley and Harpley

Pop-In Parish Prayers
Thursday 5% 9.30am, St Bartholomew, Harpley
Wednesday 18" 9.00am, All Saints, Shelsey Beauchamp
Monday 23" 9.30am, St Kenelm’s, Clifton

Holy Communion at Heaton House, Martley every 2" and 4" Wednesday at 10.15am
and every 1° and 3™ Wednesday via our YouTube channel — wwrtlivel

All services and timings are subject to review and amendment — please check the website
for updates: www.achurchnearyou.com

CONTACTS FOR ST KENELM’S CHURCH, CLIFTON
Christenings, weddings, funerals:
Pat Snelling: 01886 812443 patricia.snelling@btinternet.com
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AN EVENING OF OPERA AND WINE IN CLIFTON

An exclusive evening of talented musicians performing some of opera’s greatest
arias, combined with an exhibition of work by some of Worcestershire’s finest
artists will take place in Clifton Village Hall on Saturday 21 October.

Ukrainian soprano Valeria Sherlock and her husband bass-baritone Kieran
Sherlock, accompanied by David Arthur at the piano, will perform a variety of
popular and famous operatic arias.

An Academy-trained operatic soprano, Valeria began her musical path in her
native Ukraine where she graduated from the Odessa Music Academy Opera
vocal programme. Her repertoire includes arias from operas by Mozart, Verdi,
Puccini, Bizet and Tchaikovsky. She came to the UK from Ukraine two years ago.
Last year, she and her husband organised a charity opera concert in Worcester
Guildhall to help Ukrainian children affected by the current conflict there.

Kieran Sherlock, a field archaeologist from Martley, began singing in 2018
receiving operatic vocal tuition from South African tenor Wilhelm Theunissen
and made his performance debut in 2019 at Huntingdon Hall. He is honoured to
share the same voice type bass-baritone as Welsh Opera great Bryn Terfel.

David Arthur auditioned for Birmingham Conservatoire, where he spent five
years accompanying instrumentalists and singers for their exams, recitals

and competitions. Since then he has been involved in local amateur dramatic
societies, trying his hand as musical director. He has arranged an entire opera
score into notation for reduced orchestra, conducted a small orchestra and is a
regular rehearsal pianist for Worcester opera societies.

The performance will begin at 6pm. Tickets (£15) are available on the door and
include a glass of champagne. (See poster on P25).

LITTLE WITLEY FILMS

Welcome back everyone to our new season! On Saturday 21 October at Little
Witley Village Hall, we are showing a gripping Stalinesque thriller ‘Mr Jones’. It
tells the true but hardly known story of a Welsh journalist who manages to travel
to Ukraine in 1933. A stunning performance by James Norton. Doors open at
7.15pm, film starts at 8pm. We look forward to seeing you there!
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Abbreviated Draft Minutes of the Shelsleys Parish Council Meeting,
September 5th 2023

Present: Val Jones (Chair), John Stinton, Dave Bates, Carole Warren and David Belfield.
In attendance: District Councillors Pam and Paul Cumming, Helen Evans (MAC) PCSO
Deb Abbott and the clerk.

Apologies: Laura Taylor, Jean Hammond, Louise Hutton.

Minutes: The Minutes of July 11th 2023 were accepted and agreed as a true record.
Public Question Time: None. District and County Councillor Reports:

PCSO Deb Abbott from Martley and Tenbury Safer Neighbourhoods Team.

Two areas were discussed, traffic associated with the hill climb & speeding through the
villages.

PCSO Abbott had spoken with the administration team at the hill climb when it was
suggested reminders regarding speed were put on tickets, leaflets and the website as
local speed signs were still being ignored.

There could be a police presence on event days but enforcement is impractical because
of the national speed limit of 60mph on local lanes. Speeding vehicles could be stopped
but no enforcement action would be taken because this requires specialised equipment
and a safe place to monitor traffic. It is considered that a police presence at events is the
best course of action.

A possible lower speed limit was discussed but it is unlikely to be approved.

The representative from the MAC agreed that the temporary signs placed before and
during events appear to make little difference as vehicle drivers speed everywhere,
but hoped that placing more signs might make a difference. Speeding through villages
occurs everywhere, people simply ignore the limits.

Midland Automobile Club: Helen Evans reported that there was just one hill climb
event left this year. Next year completion days will be at the same level as this year and
there will be no Retro Rides.

There had been a serious incident at Classic Nostalgia involving a member of the
public, when the surrounding roads had been blocked by ambulances. The result of
the emergency services intervention resulted in a good outcome. Satnav takes drivers
through the village, it was requested that the MAC ask drivers to follow their signs and
not satnav.

Big Help Out: An article has been placed in the Teme Triangle asking parishioners for
suggestions, which will be relayed to the clerk.

Highways: Pard House Lane. The work started in July is still ongoing. Another road
closure is in place.

Urgent Decisions: Planning: Planning M/23/00484/FUL Holloway Barn, PC supported
the application. The Bleed Out Kit. This has been ordered.

VHMC: The audited accounts have been received by the VHMC and will be sent to the
Parish Council after the VHMC AGM. Fire and safety equipment including fire alarm, fire
extinguishers and fire blankets are in need of updating. New smoke and heat detectors
are also required. It was agreed to grant a payment of £300 towards these costs.
District Councillor Paul Cumming also said he may be able to contribute some of his
ward grant towards the costs.

Planning: M/23/00616/FUL Cockshot Cottage. The change of use from agricultural to
garden to include construction of a building ancillary to the main house was supported
by the Parish Council.
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Correspondence & Consultations: Relevant mail was either circulated by email or
was available and discussed at the meeting including thanks from Worcester Foodbank.
Finance: MHDC Election Expenses £150.00. Clerk expenses. £76.17. Bank balance
£3566.91.

Chairman Board: There was discussion on the suggestion from the chairwoman that
the wording on the board should be changed to recognise both men and women.

Most councillors were of the opinion that the board should remain as it is but the clerk
will investigate the costings for various wordings. Councillor Jones also suggested that
all members should be recognised and produced a framed example of how this could
be done.

Councillors’ Reports and items for future agenda: Fete, Village Hall fundraising.
Councillors Warren and Belfield will attend via Zoom the Area Meeting on September
21st. The clerk to forward information when received.

Next meeting: November 7th 7pm 2023 at the Village Hall. The meeting concluded at
20.15.

To view the full minutes and agenda online go to the WCC website and look at The
Shelsleys. http://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/myparish/

Jan Speyer, Clerk 01886 812 444.

BOB WHITEFOOT of Hollybush Lane
After speaking to Bob’s friends and family, Candy Connolly would like to make
this tribute to Bob, who sadly passed away recently, on his 91st birthday.

“Bob was a super-able man of many talents, shearing sheep, laying miles of
beautiful hedges and climbing and cutting trees like Tarzan ... and these are
just a few of his many talents. When young, Bob worked with horses, which
he loved. He was always hard working and full of fun, never short of a story
(whether it was true or not!).

His family came from Clee Hill, though during the war he had lived in Sussex,
where he saw the German planes of the Blitz flying overhead. He worked for
eleven years driving lorries and then moved to work in agriculture at Burton
Court. He then became self-employed as a sheep shearer and hedge layer.

He also enjoyed shooting and country pursuits. He once disguised his foraging
activities by wearing size 12 boots on his small feet. He brought light into
Harpley church, clearing self-sown sycamores and bush trees. This gave us
new energy for ideas on how the building and space could be used beyond a
wildlife conservation area. Mainly thanks to Bob, the churchyard has become
a welcoming open space, with branches and ivy removed and the walls drying
out. We will always be grateful for the encouragement to the church community
that came from his longstanding voluntary work there. He will be fondly
remembered and much missed by so many.”
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Minutes of Clifton Parish Council meeting Thursday 7th September 2023
Present: Councillors J. Bowden (Chairman), B. Gilbert (Vice-Chairman), P. Brooks, R.
Neave, L. Merrick.

Also present: 4 members of the public and District Clirs Paul & Pam Cumming.
Apologies for absence: County Clir D. Chambers, ClIr S. Haywood.

Declarations of Interests and applications for Councillor dispensations: None.

To agree the Minutes of the meetings held 7th July 2023 — Minutes for were proposed
by ClIr Neave, seconded ClIr Gilbert. No matters arising.

Democratic Public Time: Members of the public raised the following issues — none.
District & County Councillor Reports: Any written reports received will be circulated
and uploaded to the website. Thanks to County Clir Chambers for arranging footpath
works on the north side of the village.

Clir Paul Cumming reported on MHDC matters including a change to the Head of
Planning and grant funding assistance for local businesses (see MHDC website).
SWDPR remains outstanding and the 5 year land supply remains uncertain — both are
affecting local planning decisions and appeals. Martley has now been allocated 150+
new houses due to this impact. It was noted that NDP’s should be revised every two
years to remain a consideration for planning development. Clir Pam Cumming reported
that MHDC Environmental Group discussed grass cutting across the district and
wildflower planting. Options for the disposal of food waste are also being considered for
the district. Clir Barbara Jones-Williams is doing a wing walk to raise funds for Midlands
Air Ambulance and donations are very welcome!

Financial & Governance Matters: Payments approved as per the schedule- proposed
Clir Bowden, seconded Clir Gilbert. All agreed. Lloyds Bank banking transfer is still
ongoing although all documents have been submitted. Clerk and Clir Bowden are
progressing asap. Clifton Rovers FC pitch hire — it was noted that a new football team
is ready to use the field again. They incurred costs for maintenance of £125.00. It was
proposed by Clir Bowden, seconded ClIr Brooks that an annual fee of £250.00 should be
charged for the use minus the £125.00 costs incurred = £125.00 to be invoiced by the
Clerk. Vehicle Activated Signage (speed reduction measure) — costs are £3k for the unit
+ £650 for the solar panel via Westcotec. Purchase proposed by Clir Bowden, seconded
ClIr Gilbert, to be located at the Martley end of the village. All agreed. Clerk to purchase.
Parish Matters / Updates: Village Maintenance Plan — hanging baskets are in place and
look beautiful currently.

56.23.02 Community Speed Watch — data cable survey has been requested via WCC.
Police survey data does not meet the criteria for a CSW scheme locally. The meeting
noted that the '20 is Plenty’ scheme remains ongoing and worth monitoring. Village
Green ownership — awaiting WCC confirmation. WCC works — footpath of north side
of village completed. Kenelm Close / Saxon Close works to commence 12/9. Vehicle
access may need to be restricted during work.

Section 106 Matters: Four Acre Field (CFAF) Project — a draft funding agreement
has now been received and was signed. A Contractors meeting was held recently with
positive outcomes. Program dates tbc. An article will be drafted for Teme Triangle by
Clir Bowden. A meeting has also been held with J. Delahay to agree ditch ownership
and future maintenance as Land Registry plans were unclear. It was confirmed that J.
Delahay owns the ditch. Clir Merrick requested conservation of the old rocking horse
seat as part of the project subject to H&S requirements — options to be considered but
agreed in principle. Cllir Merrick reported on the ongoing species survey and the new
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community garden scheme. An external funding bid will be required as s106 will not
cover the costs of the scheme, and also a small working group will need to be set up to
progress this project. It was agreed that a budget of £500.00 will be allocated for cost of
preliminary work. Proposed Clir Bowden, seconded Clir Brooks. All agreed.

Planning Matters: Planning applications considered or to be considered:
M/22/01682/FUL — Blue Shot Meadow, Pound Lane, Clifton upon Teme —amended plans
submitted for site boundary — Objection submitted as previous plus reminder of recently
reviewed NDP which should be considered as no SWDP in place currently. Application
currently deferred by WCC Highways.

M/23/00952/FUL — Clifton upon Teme Primary School — erection of flat roof extension to
the existing school library — no objections.

M/23/00821/LB — The Oak House, 21 The Village, Clifton upon Teme — removal of metal
gates and replacement of bay window and door — no objections.

Planning notifications: M/23/01078/AGR — prior notification not required for steel framed
barn to replace pole barn at Ham Farm House, Clifton upon Teme

Highways & Facilities Matters: R. Wilks has looked at the Conker Tree base ‘tidying up’
but as the current stone base was suggested by the Tree Surgeon, and there has been
no vandalism reported, it was agreed to take no further action on this. Road closures as
notified. Saxon Close, Kenelm Close and the main road have all received closure notices
for future work.

Councillors Reports & Items for Future Agendas: Clir Brooks — a letter is still to be
drafted to the Developer regarding the exposed pipework as previously reported. R.
Wilks has been asked to tidy the area where possible as it looks very bad for the village
currently. It is believed that MHDC Planning Enforcement have attended site recently —
Clir Brooks to confirm. Future maintenance will need to be monitored.

The Clerk has spoken to WCC Highways and reported the trees and vegetation at Ham
Bridge. R. Wilks asked to cut back the vegetation.

Clir Bowden — the 30mph speed limit sign in Pound Lane remains with WCC for relocation
further down the lane.

The church has asked to place a banner on the village green for the Alpha scheme, but it
was not considered appropriate as the church is able to advertise on its own land.
There is a leaking toilet issue at the pavilion which Clir Bowden is trying to resolve, but it
is proving difficult to locate the actual leak.

ClIr Gilbert raised concern regarding another recent loss of water supply by STW. It was
noted that STW were in attendance and were trying to maintain a supply, but it appears
it didn’t reach everyone. The Clerk was asked to write and ask for their reasons and
future work plans.

Next meeting: Thurs 5th October 2023, 7:40pm. Meeting closed 9pm.M. Alexander, Clerk.

USEFUL PARISH CONTACT DETAILS
Shelsley Parish Council Secretary
Jan Speyer shelsleyspc@gmail.com 01886 812444
Clifton Parish Council Secretary
Michelle Alexander clerk@clifton-upon-teme-pc.org.uk 01886 884195
District Councillor
Paul Cumming paul.cumming@malvernhillsdc.net 01886 888832
County Councillor
David Chambers dchambers2@worcestershire.gov.uk 07400 590711
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SHELSLEY

vttAk HAL,

FOR HIRE

Set in beautiful surroundings
(with french windows leading onto terrace)

Close to the river and hillclimb
Well equipped kitchen * Bar available

Ideal for meetings, dances, parties etc.

VERY REASONABLE RATES

Contact for bookings

Dave Bates 01886 812551
www.shelsleys-vh.uk

 Comomile
=& Cornflowers

Naturally beautiful & fragrant
British flowers for all occasions
kate@camomilecornflowers.co.uk
01886 812184 07887 706147

ﬁ""—m,;—‘r"f

ANDREW JELLEY OPTICIANS

www.andrewjelleyopticians.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL
OPTICIAN

18 Teme Street, Tenbury Wells, Worce

01584 8114#5

Paul the Paintor

Your local professional Painter
& Decorator

All interior & exterior work, from a single
room to a whole house.

Tel 07759 298754
E-mail paulthepainter23@msn.com

THE "ﬁ RCHARD

TEMERS

Laurence Green - 07809 495848
laurence@theorchardtamers.co.uk
www.theorchardtamers.co.uk

WE FIX FRUIT TREES & MAKE WILDLIFE WELCOME
1 garden tree or 10 acres
Gardening for wildlife
Help, advice and training
Great present ideal

Are Your [L,oCcks

Behaving Badly

Check A Lock Fix A Lock

* No Call Out Charge *
* Free Onsite Estimates

All Types of Door & Window Locks
Opened * Repaired * Serviced
Jammed Doors * Faulty Locks

Lost « Broken or Poorly Cut Keys
Wooden-UPVC Door & Window
Multi-Point Lock Repair Specialist
Doors Adjusted & Realigned
No Job Too Big or Small

For More Advise Call Stewart

THE LOCKSMITH
01905 570 999 07871 44 20 11

Local Reliable Independent Locksmith

www.locksmithworcestershire.co.uk
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Contact: Juliet Twinberrow
Tel: 01886 821408 Mob: 07772 799754
Email: info@housevet.co.uk
www.housevet.co.uk

Chauffeur Ser%

Liz Whittaker - lady chauffeur
Affordable Comfort Travel in Style

Transport solutions for up to eight passengers.
All air and seaport. Wedding and sporting events
Local and National journeys. 07814 006179

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
ERVING THREE COUNTIES SINCE 1996

For an Affordable
& Reliable Electrican
Choose REWIRED!

The Power Behind
!i Teme Valley....

01886 853 011

07421 748 288 ujgp.r

www.rew]red-worcester.co.ukf_

~ \

LIVE ﬁtl\SI'II\EVEHY SATURDAY

FOR MORE INFO ON TIMES AND SPECIAL EVENTS
FIND US ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

WWW.SPILSBURYANDJONES.CO.UK

FOR PRIVATE HIRE OF THE WHITE PHEASANT 07966 25032

—{Teme Valley Window Cleaning

We are & local eco-friendly window cleaning company providing &
professional and reliable service
Frames & Sills cleaned as standard

Call Mark 07776 254710

temevalleywindowcleaning@gmal.com

oT.V. eVideo e¢Audio
eElectronic Repairs
eMicrowave Ovens

DAVE PARKER
01885 410711
Mobile 07790 423158

Prompt efficient service at competitive rates

www.temetriangle.net
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Hair by Jess
07779 621229

Clifton Upon Teme

Instagram page: #hairbyjessmorris

Teme Valley Fencing and Garden services

Landscaping, Fencing and Gardgning

Free no obliation quotes, contact Chris for more informion.
0To12m91977
femevalleyfencingandgardensenvices@outook com

Facebook - @temevallefencingandgarden

COLIN GRIFFITHS

GROUNDWORKS CONTRACTOR

MARTLEY, WORCESTERSHIRE
Main Sewer Connections
s SoptcTnks vl

bult on ' privated
o Foundations to DP.C. iver

o (onrete & Tarmacing
foundation . ndworks
SteChaany O

Foul & Storm Drainage fc.
For a personal and efficient service
please contact Colin on,

THL 01886 821263 OB, 0783% 772501

LEE JAMES
CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Qualified and experienced in all aspects of carpentry
O Kitchens supplied and fitted [0 Roofing
O 1" and 2™ Fix O Renovations — old & new
O Oak timber frames O Plastic fascia & soffits
O Loft conversions O Doors & windows
Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed
For free quotes, competitive prices and a
professi 1 service ph
(01886) 821151
07779 073870

Chimney Sweep

Andy Johnson

- Certificate issued
- Weekend/Evening
sweeps available
- Traditional brush/Power sweep

01886 821933/ 07798 790913

REGISTERED MEMBER X
e -

BILLS GARDEN GATES
AND TIMBER PRODUCTS

@® Garden Furniture @ Storage

® Log Stores ® Decking

® Chicken Runs ® Fences

® Aviaries @ Your Choice

...and more made to order locally from FSC treated or
untreated timber. Bespoke and renovations also undertaken

www.facebook.com/billsgardengates

iy
I
T A

Providing that helping hand when you need
it the most

Services
Independent social work assessments
Mental health assessments

Mental capacity assessments
Care navigation
Bespoke services

Companionship calls (dementia specialist)

Family mediation

Solution focussed 1-1 support

Advocacy
Support with continuing health care funding

Contact Toni Woolley

Independent Consultant Social Worker
Social Work England - SW71420
Member of British Association of Social Workers 11339/105682

Mobile | 07904 277092
Email | toni.woolley@btinternet.com
Website [www.twcaresolutions.co.uk

Do you have a Will? Never
had time to get it written?

Writing your Will and a
planning for later ‘
life can feel like a

daunting process...

Q.

It doesn’t have to m tepha ie

be!

| guide you through the process of
writing your Will and Lasting Powers
of Attorney

Call me to find out more

07966366505

o Safe to do
ssiness with

The, i w
Will Writing Group e
07966366505 | Info@thewillwritinggroup.co.uk

www.thewillwritinggroup.co.uk
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Physio In The Sticks

www.physiointhesticks.co.uk

Physiotherapy 7 days a week
Local home visits available

Let us help you get back to what
you enjoy doing!

Amanda Stephenson
Chartered Physiotherapist

07398 495819
info@physiointhesticks.co.uk

J registered

vewwhepeuk org

D Perks
Accountancy Ltd

Bookkeeping Services
Personal Tax Returns
VAT Returns

Payroll

Management Accounts
Year End Accounts
Corporation Tax Returns
Budgeting & Forecasting

Rachel Perks
ACMA CGMA FIAB
Tel: 07484 161382
rachel@perksaccountancy.co.uk
www.perksaccountancy.co.uk

Laugherne Farm House, Martley
Worcestershire, WR6 6QB

www.temetriangle.net
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TEME VALLEY WILDLIFE GROUP
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If you set off on a ramble this month don'’t forget to look out for fungi, because
late summer and early autumn are the times of year when many fungi send
fruiting bodies up from their vast networks of unseen underground mycelia.
Most of us are familiar with field mushrooms and with their larger parasol
cousins. We may even have had our attention drawn to more brightly coloured
grassland waxcaps, but what about the curiously named earth star? Described
as rare but widespread, these striking fungi can pop up in soil or sand dunes
across Britain.

There are ten varieties of British earth star and | was lucky enough to find one
of them here in the valley late in August. Under the deep shade of conifer trees
lining a lane adjacent to woodland, | spotted a group of small fungi which |
knew | had never seen before. They formed a small colony, each in a different
stage of development, and from their shape and size | suspected them to be
earth stars. Being related to puffballs, it was easy to see that their round central
bodies possessed an opening through which spores could be released. Each
central body was held on a star of five or more spreading rays. They looked
like miniature sputniks and their ball-like centres have the capacity to shoot
out clouds of smoke-like spores when triggered by falling raindrops or passing
animals.

The variety | came across proved to be the fringed earth star, Geastrum sessile,

sometimes called G. fimbriatus. At a few centimetres in diameter, its buff colour
reminded the late great botanist Geoffrey Grigson of “a medlar lying rooted in
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the leafmould”. He wrote that earth stars possessed an “oddly artificial look,
they are not very common, and they are entirely useless.” But he also said
that to find them was “one of the rarest pleasures of searching woods in the
autumn”.

Although | had not encountered any type of earth star before, | had once seen a
picture of one when my cousin, who is the groundsman of a municipal cemetery,
found one growing in his patch. With the help of Smartphone technology and
the Internet he had managed to identify and record this rarity. He enjoyed many
fungi growing in his jurisdiction and was dismayed to find commercial gatherers
stripping his grass of mushrooms. Top-end restaurants, who pay good money
for such things, were, | thought, unlikely to advertise the fact that they had been
“sustainably handpicked in your local graveyard” on their eco-friendly menus.

Actually, earth stars are not edible, but their cousins, the giant puffballs, certainly
are. Eaten at an early stage of development, well before reaching a potential
20 kg in weight, they are a healthy addition to a fried breakfast. Turn a slice in
bacon fat and serve with bacon and fried eggs — delicious. But you’ll have to
give some to friends, they’re too big to eat all by yourself.

The next meeting of the Teme Valley Wildlife Group will be at Stoke Bliss and
Kyre Village Hall, WR15 8RR, on Thursday 12 October at 7:30pm. Our speaker
is Shropshire Bat Group’s excellent Phil Playford whose talk will, unsurprisingly,
be about bats. Everyone is most welcome, and it is just £2 on the door.

For up-to-date information on what wildlife is being seen in the area, or to give
us your sightings or comments, visit our Facebook page.

Our programme of events, bird survey and archive photographs are available
on our website www.temevalleywildlife.co.uk.

We normally hold meetings on the second Thursday of the month. All are
welcome. Contact us by email at tvwg@outlook.com.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

October

6 St. Kenelm’s Harvest Tea, Clifton VH, 5-7pm

8 Shelsley Harvest Service, All Saints, 11.30am

8 Shelsley Harvest Lunch, Shelsley VH, 1pm

8 St. Kenelm’s Harvest Service and Supper, 6pm

10 Ladies Bible Group, Jill Smith’s home, 2pm

10 Clifton WI, Clifton VH, 7.30pm

12 Teme Valley Wildlife Group, Stoke Bliss VH, 7.30pm

14 Film night, Clifton VH, 7pm

14 The Severn Voices, St. Kenelm’s, 7.30pm

20 Mobile library, Clifton VH car park, 9.45-10.15am

20 Osteoporosis Information evening, Clifton VH, 7pm

20 Remi Harris at Huntington Hall, Worcester

21 Opera evening with Valeria & Kieron Sherlock, Clifton VH, 6pm
21 Martley Youngs Farmers Club, Charity quiz night, Martley VH, 7pm
21 Little Witley Film night, Little Witley VH, 7.15pm

22 Licensing service for Rev Julia Curtis, St. Kenelm’s, 10.30am

22 Sunday Carvery at The Courtyard Restaurant, Shelsley Hillclimb
November

4 Live music with Connor & Petra Brookes, Clifton VH

5 Clifton Parish Council meeting, Clifton VH, 7.40pm

7 Shelsley Parish Council meeting, Shelsley VH, 7pm

11 Film night, Clifton VH, 7pm

12 Teme Valley Wildlife Group, Stoke Bliss VH, 7.30pm

17 Mobile library, Clifton VH car park, 9.45-10.15am

December

9 Dickensian Christmas evening, Clifton VH

11 Christmas lunch at The Courtyard Restaurant, Shelsley Hillclimb
15 Mobile library, Clifton VH car park, 9.45-10.15am

Do keep sending us your articles - we love to share them.
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Copy for the next edition (November 2023) by
Friday 13 October please.
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FLEETWOOD MAC TRIBUTE IN THE
SHELSLEYS

Afantastic evening was had by all at the Shelsleys
Village Hall on Saturday 16 September when the
‘Stevie Mac Tribute Band’ came to the village.

Over 100 people attended and enjoyed the
music and dancing. The social club did a roaring
trade and provided food as well. Dave Belfield
commented “It was great to see both the local and
wider communities come together to support this
event.”

Well done to all
involved in the
organisation of the
event. We all look
forward to more
musical events in

the valley.
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