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Front cover picture: Val Jones (L) of Shelsley Kings welcomed her son Adam, his wife 
Sinéad and grandsons Rhodri and Alfie all the way from Manchester, to join in the parish Coronation 
celebrations at the Village Hall. (Read more local Coronation event coverage from page 16.)

Shelsley fundraiser takes the plunge: Brave Shelsley Kings resident Kate Hurst took her first 
ever tandem skydive on 30 April, with the Hinton Skydiving Centre in Brackley. The jump raised 
more than £600 for the Worcestershire Breast Cancer Unit. Kate said: “I really enjoyed it, despite 
being scared. Thanks to everyone for the sponsorship!”

A WARM WELCOME to the June 2023 edition of Teme Triangle
To mark the very colourful, community-minded month we’ve just enjoyed, we 
are pleased to bring you this bumper, all-colour edition of Teme Triangle! You’ll 
find our 11-page round-up of all our parishes’ Coronation news from page 16. 
We also review other special events and magnificent achievements that have 
taken place around our Valley, and highlight the upcoming local activities to look 
forward to in the coming weeks. 

We’ve also been asked what’s happened to ‘TemeBay’,  our  window 
for local pre-loved items for sale or free? Well it still exists - just 
pending your listings! Send details, plus  local news and photos, to 
editortemetriangle@gmail.com by the second Friday of each 
month. Enjoy the start of summer!

‘JOGLE’ RIDE RAISES £90,000 FOR PARKINSON’S RESEARCH
Two locals took a new spin on Coronation Day (6 May) when they joined a team 
riding their bicycles from John O’Groats to Lands End - covering over 900 miles in 
10 days and raising an outstanding £90,000 for Parkinson’s UK research.

Mark Skipp from Shelsley Beauchamp and Mark Whittaker of Martley Road joined 
seven other riders in an epic ride for non-cyclists. Challenges included going over 
the Kirkstone Pass in the Lake District the hard way, and a 110-mile day from 
Ludlow to Wells in Somerset, via the Wye Valley climb. Mark Whittaker said: “One 
of many highlights was being joined by Olympic gold medalist Sir Chris Hoy for 30 
miles - he is quite quick! We had plenty of numb hands, tired legs and sore other 
parts by the end!”

Several members of the team have family affected by Parkinson’s, a debilitating,  
progressive neurological disease with no current cure. One in 37 people will be 
diagnosed with the disease. All money donated will go towards finding a cure for this 
terrible disease: visit: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/henry-deakin .
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GRANTS AVAILABLE FROM THE SHELSLEYS’ EDUCATIONAL CHARITY
Are you, or is one of your children, planning to start a new stage of education this 
autumn, and do you live within the civil parish of the Shelsleys? If so you may be 
interested in this local charity. The income of the charity is used to support the 
education (e.g. to assist in the purchase of uniforms, books and sports equipment) 
of children and young people under the age of 25 who live (or whose parents/ 
guardians live) within the parish of the Shelsleys.

The Trustees will be meeting in August to consider making small grants to 
eligible pupils or students. These are those either attending primary school 
for the first time or those starting secondary school/college or university in 
autumn 2023. Applications for grants should be made as soon as possible in 
writing, and in any event before the end of the summer term. All enquiries and 
applications should be sent by email to the Clerk to the Trustees, Jude Damerell, at  
judith_damerell@hotmail.com or by post to Jude Damerell, Somer Barns, Camp 
Lane, Shelsley Beauchamp WR6 6JQ.

CHRISTIAN AID EVENTS IN JUNE
Residents are invited to support the following remaining Christian Aid events within 
our parishes this month, as part of this year’s national initiative. Everyone is welcome:

• Saturday 3 June 9.30-11.30am: Big Breakfast at The Old House, 20 The Village, 
Clifton upon Teme (the Dipples’). Full English with vegetarian options available. 
Please book in advance by email on mjdipple@btinternet.com

• Sunday 11 June 2.30-5pm: Open Garden and Afternoon Tea at Ayngstree 
House, Clifton

CHANCE TO JOIN CLIFTON’S GUIDES, BROWNIES OR RAINBOWS
Clifton upon Teme’s Girlguiding groups are going from strength to strength, and 
inviting new members to join in the fun.

Leader Angie Griffiths confirmed: “We run our three groups - Rainbows, Brownies 
& Guides - in Clifton upon Teme village, at the hut in the play park. Rainbows are 
age 4 to 7, and Brownies age 7 to 10. Both groups meet at the hut on Wednesday 
evenings from 5.30pm to 7pm, when we do crafts, sports, activities and days out.”

Clifton’s Guides, for girls age 10 to 15+ years, meet on Monday evenings usually 
from 6.15pm to 7.45pm. “At Guides we watch and play sports from netball, football, 
cricket and axe throwing, to swimming, climbing and dancing. We also do crafts like 
bird box building and clay sculpturing; gardening; go on adventures like PGL; and  
enjoy days out to the Snow Dome, Alton Towers and more,” added Angie.

“We are up for any challenges and always open to ideas and offers from people as 
long as its safe to do within the Guiding realms. So if anyone has anything they can 
offer we will always take them up on things.”

Call Angie on 07957 462519 or email angiegriffiths@aol.com for further details.

LOCAL DANCERS TAKE TO STAGE IN MAJOR BIRMINGHAM SHOW 
Attitude Dance Studios, based 
at Mill Farm Country Retail in 
Stanford Bridge, was selected 
to perform at the U.Dance West 
Midlands 2023 show at the end of 
April. The students worked hard to 
prepare a contemporary piece with 
choreographer and principal, Kara 
Soper, to create ‘Somnus’ a dance 
which explores ideas of night and 
sleep. 

“Performing at the Patrick Theatre 
inside the Birmingham Hippodrome 
was an incredible achievement for 
our performance team,” said Kara. 

“We were so honoured to have been selected to take part in such a brilliant day and 
to share the stage alongside such outstanding young dancers from across the West 
Midlands.” 
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CLIFTON WI ROUND-UP from Ruth Wilson

Andy Arnold talked about his adventures in the Karakoram National Park at the 
Clifton WI meeting in May. The photos he shared showed what an arduous and 
amazing trip it was. River bridges frequently washed away, steep mountain tracks 
with sheer drops, walking and sleeping on the glacier and very basic sanitation. 
The group of ten walkers was supported by 22 porters, with seven horsemen in 
charge of 16 horses or mules to carry the provisions. Andy shared photos of the 
stunning scenery including views of K2, the Trango Towers as well as an amazing 
fire rainbow and sun halo. Altitude and temperature variations from 30oC to -12oC, 
as well as walking on rough, rocky terrain, made the 17 days hike a challenging 
adventure. Many thanks to Andy for a fascinating talk.

On Saturday 10 June, the WI are holding a coffee morning and table top sale in 
Clifton Village hall, free entry and lots of cake! There may also be a few bargains!

The WI membership is continuing to grow. Our next meeting on 13 June will be 
led by Dot Millward who will demonstrate how to make a hand-tied posy and a 
buttonhole. If you would like to try your hand at this, or are thinking of joining the 
WI, please do come along at 7.30pm in Clifton Village Hall or email Ruth Wilson, 
cliftonontemepres@wfedwi.org.uk .    

NORA PARSONS 
CENTRE THANK YOU
The Nora Parsons Day 
Centre in Wichenford has 
extended its thanks for the 
support it received for its 
recent Easter Fair. Hon. 
Secretary Ian Brown said: 
“So many people sold and 
purchased raffle tickets - our 
thanks to them all. Many 
others supplied prizes, cakes 
and jams. In addition Emily 
Fox (age 8) had a successful 
table selling her dyed 
products.” Even the weather 
was on the Centre’s side. 

“The Easter Fair helps us 
support our members with 
lunches, coffee and tea, as 
well as a trip, and to keep 
our prices down to help 
our members in these hard 
times,” explained Ian.

CLIFTON AUTHOR’S NEW BOOK ON MOTHER’S WARTIME LIFE AND LOVES

A Clifton-based author has published a fascinating 
new book about his mother’s wartime experiences 
and her emotional love tangle with two RAF pilots, 
after discovering her hand-written notebooks and 
1940 diary several years after her death.

Writer and journalist Jerry Johns, who usually 
publishes Cornish history books and biographies 
under his own Polperro Heritage Press imprint, took 
possession of his mother Jeanne’s letters, private 
journals and diaries after his father Gerald died in 
2001. As some of her writing implied it was intended 
for potential publication, author Jerry was inspired 
to share her story in Jeanne’s War.

Jerry confirms: “My mother’s 1940 diary reveals a 
vivid portrait of life at a time when Britain feared 
impending invasion by Germany, including the aerial 
dogfights that raged over the south coast. At the 
time Jeanne (right, centre) was unhappily married 
and with a small daughter, living near an air base 
in Sussex. With her husband being mostly away, 
she took in two courageous RAF pilots as lodgers 
– one of whom was to eventually become my father 
(below right), and the other, my godfather.”

Jeanne also wrote about her upbringing, yielding 
interesting social insights. Jerry adds: “My mother 
was an only child of middle-class parents, who 
married against her father’s wishes – only later to 
regret it. Her account reveals much about social 
attitudes towards sex, divorce and even unwanted 
pregnancy at the time, as well as the casual 
hedonism of the war years.”

Jerry’s 132-page hardback book, Jeanne’s War 
(ISBN 9780995736849), contains many fascinating 
period photographs and is available from  
www.polperropress.co.uk. 

Michelle Whitefoot

Jerry will be giving an illustrated talk about the 
book on Saturday 24 June in Clifton Village Hall 
from 6.30pm. Everyone welcome but please 
e-mail crown.house@polperropress.co.uk if 
you plan to attend. Welcome drinks and light 
snacks provided.
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COFFEE MORNINGS AT SHELSLEYS VH
 

Come and meet friends and neighbours old and new at 
the monthly Coffee Mornings at Shelsleys Village Hall!

Every third Saturday in the month - 10.30am til 12noon:
Saturday 17 June   /   Saturday 15 July   /   Saturday 19 August

Refreshments, bring & buy (eg craft work, flowers, garden produce, 
unwanted items recycled). Plus activity for children

Enquiries to Dave Bates 07436 110793

CLIFTON AND THE SHELSLEYS 
PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES

(MAY)

As the May Meetings / Annual 

Parish Meetings of both Clifton and 

Shelsleys Parish Councils were held 

later in the month than usual, the 

Minutes for both those meetings will 

be printed in the next (July/August) 

edition of Teme Triangle.

ZED YOGA OFFERS 25% DISCOUNT FOR TEME TRIANGLE READERS
Zed Yoga, which holds well-established Yoga classes at Eastham, Broadwas 
and Hallow, is offering a 25% discount on your first session for readers quoting 
‘Teme Triangle’ on enquiry. Run by experienced Yoga instructor Zoe Herington, 
the welcoming classes are suitable for all aged 18 to 80+. Individual sessions and 
workshops are also available by arrangement. 

Zoe told Teme Triangle: “Halfway up Woodbury Hill, the view 
across the Teme Valley is breathtaking... but busy modern 
life can leave little time for contemplation or wellbeing. 
Authentic Yoga is an opportunity to reconnect with our 
bodies; enhancing balance and general physical functioning 
through mindful movement. Traditional breathing practice 
calms the mind, creating - literally - a space to breathe! A 
sense of peace is revealed. And summer is a great time to 
begin or revisit your Yoga practice.” 

For more information, email Zoe at info@zedyoga.co.uk 
(quoting ‘Teme Triangle’) or visit www.zedyoga.co.uk .

LION’S MONTHLY QUIZZES FOR CHARITY
A series of monthly Sunday evening quizzes at 
the Lion Inn in Clifton run by quizmaster Tony 
Clark, have already raised hundreds of pounds 
for local charities. Usually held on the last Sunday 
of each month, the next quiz dates are: Sunday 
25 June and Sunday 30 July at 7pm.

ST KENELM’S CRAFTED IN CLAY AT UPPER SAPEY CLASSES
Clifton’s Maurice Richards has 
created an impressive clay 
model of St Kenelm’s Church, 
while attending sculpture classes 
led by Lynette Merrick. The 
classes are held at High House, 
Upper Sapey, on Tuesday 
mornings from 10am until 
12.30pm. Lynette even offers 
transport to and from the classes 
and says anyone is welcome to 
join. For more information, call 
her on 07979 460686 or e-mail  
lynmerrick80@gmail.com . 
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TEME VALLEY PLAYS KEY ROLE IN
CORONATION FLORAL DISPLAYS

The floral decorations in Westminster Abbey for the 
Coronation were designed by local floral artist Shane 
Connolly (pictured below) who lives near Clifton, aided by 
Lily Fitch from Little Witley and working with flowers supplied 
by Kate Hurst of Camomile & Cornflowers in Shelsley Kings 
(pictured far right). Flowers were sourced from the four 
nations and supplied by 80 flower farmers who are members 
of ‘Flowers from the Farm’. Kate Hurst was one of them, 
supplying flowers from her fields in Shelsley Kings. The 
Royal Horticultural Society also supplied flowers from its five 
gardens throughout the UK.

Shane, who has worked for The King for more than 20 years, began planning for 
the event with his team in January this year, culminating with setting up the final 
displays throughout the Abbey in the week before the Coronation. “We often had 
only three- or four-hour windows in which to work before we had to stop to allow 
rehearsals, working late into the evening on the Friday when we were presented 

to The King and Queen,” he said. Shane’s 
wife, Candy, also provided catering for the 
team in the run-up to the Coronation. 

The floral decorations for the Coronation 
included 30 varieties of tulips, crab apple 
blooms, azaleas and rhododendrons as 
well as branches of trees planted by the 
late Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh. 
“The flowers reflected the real characters 
of The King and Queen; simple garden 
flowers that were seasonally British,” said 
Shane, who was also in charge of the floral 
arrangements for the weddings of The King 
and Queen in 2005, and The Prince and 
Princess of Wales in 2011. “My aim was to 
make it all incredibly personal to them.” 

THE CORONATION OF KING CHARLES III
LOCAL CELEBRATIONS ACROSS OUR PARISHES

On the day of the Coronation itself, 
Shane was among the 2,200 guests who 
were invited to attend the service. “It was 
a bit surreal,” he said afterwards, “but an 
extraordinary honour and pleasure.”

When he originally discussed his plans 
with the RHS he was told they had two 
trees, one planted by HM Elizabeth II 
and one by the late Duke of Edinburgh, 
so branches were cut from them and 
used for the event, along with other 
plants grown in Britain. The cold spring 
weather helped prevent early blooming 
of some of the flowers that were featured.

CORONATION TREE PLANTING
The Coronation inspired at least two sets of tree planting in our locality. On 
Sunday 7 May, a Coronation Orchard of 50 fruit trees was planted in the field 
below Stanford Village Hall, including apple, cherry, plum and pear. Amongst 
those sponsoring and planting their own tree in the orchard were Anthony and 
Alexandra Winnington of Shelsley Beauchamp (Alexandra pictured below left). 

In addition, in Shelsley Beauchamp 
a King Charles Coronation Oak 
has been planted, supplied by 
Shelsleys Parish Council. It joined 
others already planted near the 
Village Hall for The Queen’s  Silver 
Jubliee. “We are very grateful to 
David Moore for giving permission 
to plant in his field,” said resident 
Val Jones. “Thanks also to Rachel 
Wright who will water it in the 
coming year, and to Charlie Jones 
(pictured near left) for collecting 
and planting.”
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FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
LUNCH
Clifton’s celebrations began 
on Wednesday 3 May.

The village’s Friendship Club 
held a special Coronation 
Lunch in Clifton Village Hall, 
attracting dozens of members 
to mark the occasion. 

CORONATION SERVICE OF 
CELEBRATION
On Sunday 7 May at Clifton’s St Kenelm’s 
Church, many residents attended an afternoon 
Coronation Service of Celebration. 

The service was followed by a Loyal Toast to 
The King. Afterwards, attendees also enjoyed 
a beautifully decorated Coronation cake and 
refreshments.

A specially engraved Coronation 
commemoration stone has also been installed 
into the wall outside St Kenelm’s Church, 
providing a permanent reminder of the historic 
occasion.

THE CORONATION OF KING CHARLES III
LOCAL CELEBRATIONS ACROSS OUR PARISHES

CLIFTON UPON TEME LUNCH, CHURCH SERVICE AND BARBECUE

BARBECUE ON 
THE GREEN
Clifton locals also gathered 
on Saturday 6 May for a 
barbecue and disco, funded 
by the Parish Council and 
cooked by the Lion Inn. 
Cream teas were also 
enjoyed at St Kenelm’s.

Organiser Mandy Henry 
said: “Thank you to Clifton 
Parish Council who 
allowed me to arrange the 
celebrations on the Village 
Green. Thanks to Simon, 
Andrea and the Lion Inn for 
providing the food. Thanks 
also to Ruth Wilson and 
the team at St Kenelm’s 
for providing the cream 
teas and to Phil Nuttall, Pat 
Owen, Rachel Austin and 
everyone who provided 
gazebos to allow us to go 
ahead. Thank you Maurice 
Richards, Lyn Merrick and 
David who manned the 
sculpture tent. And thanks 
to Martine and Luke who 
helped dismantle the 
gazebos. Most of all, a big 
thank you to everyone who 
defied the damp weather 
and came out to celebrate!”

(L to R) Andrea & Simon (Lion Inn), Mandy Henry 
(Organiser), Penny & John Bowden (Chairman 
 Parish Council)

Pat Snelling
(L to R) Maureen Billingham,  
Susan Taylor & Alfie Phillips

Dot Millward with members at the lunch

Pat Snelling cuts the Coronation cake

(L to R) Janet Brooks, Bridgette Manton,  
Chris House, Jenny Painter
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THE CORONATION OF KING CHARLES III
LOCAL CELEBRATIONS ACROSS OUR PARISHES

THE SHELSLEYS PARISH PHOTO
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On Sunday 7 May, around 150 residents from Shelsley Beauchamp, Shelsley Walsh and Shelsley Kings attended a village Coronation Drinks Party at 
the Village Hall. The Loyal Toast to His Majesty King Charles III was led by lifetime Shelsleys resident Brian Speyer (front centre wearing bow tie) who 

was born at his current home in Camp Lane in 1952, and christened at All Saints Church in the year of Queen Elizabeth II’s Coronation. 
A whole village photo, taken next to the Village Hall looking across to Shelsley Walsh, was then taken by Shelsley Beauchamp 

photographer Michael Whitefoot. The photograph will be framed and displayed inside the Village Hall in due course.
Thanks to the generosity of those attending the various Shelsleys Coronation events, a total of £1,220 was raised for All Saints Church, comprising 

£700 from the Shelsleys Ball, £350 from the Church Service and £170 from train rides in Shelsley Kings.  
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THE CORONATION OF KING CHARLES III
LOCAL CELEBRATIONS ACROSS OUR PARISHES

THE SHELSLEYS CHURCH SERVICE AND DRINKS PARTY 

CORONATION 
SERVICE
In the Shelsleys, Coronation  
Sunday began with a well 
attended Service at All Saints 
Church. There was an array 
of red, white and blue floral 
decorations, and youngsters 
made and wore crowns.

Huge thanks go to all who 
contributed to the event, including: 
those who decorated the Hall; all 
canapé makers and Val Jones 
who coordinated them; the 
sponsors of the Champagne plus 
Rob Pound and Cassian Roberts 
for arranging; Brian Speyer for 
the Loyal Toast; all involved in the 
Parish Map including artist Diana 
Winsor, Louise Hutton and Holly 
Perks for the map details; Bridget 
Francis, Judie Welsh, Johnny 
Crabbe, Ann Hooper, Ian Wright 
and John Nicklin for their input; 
the Shelsley Walsh Hillclimb for 
their generous donation to print 
and frame the map; parishioners 
who gave  extra sponsorship; 
Barry Hodgetts and Mel 
Williams for display materials; to 
Michael Whitefoot for the village 
photograph; and to Dave Bates 
and team for running the Social 
Club all weekend for all to enjoy. 

JUBILEE PARISH MAP UNVEILING AND DRINKS PARTY
Also on Sunday 7 May was the Shelsleys’ Coronation Drinks Party and photograph, 
attended by villagers from across the three Shelsley parishes. As well as 
Champagne, canapés and socialising, a highlight was the unveiling of the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee Parish Map, commissioned by the Parish Council and created by 
artist Diana Winsor in watercolour and ink, with every house individually drawn. 

Below right: Artist Diana Winsor alongside the magnificent Shelsleys Parish Map. Giclee 
quality prints of the map, in different sizes, framed or unframed, can be ordered via Ian 
Carmichael, Giclee Fine Art Limited, call 07515 722091 or email ian@gicleefineart.ltd.uk .

Crowds throng the drinks party at Shelsleys VH

Rebecca Perry (L)
& Diana WinsorBrian & Jan Speyer

(L to R) Carole Warren,  
Claire Sutherland, WiIliam Sutherland

(L to R) Anthony Winnington, Andy Griffee,
Helen Griffee, Helen Whitehouse
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SHELSLEYS BALL 
The Shelsleys had begun its 
Coronation celebrations in fine 
style, with a special Coronation 
Ball held on Friday 5 May, in aid 
of All Saints Church. 70 people 
attended. Organiser Holly 
Perks confirmed: “We adorned 
the hall ceiling with swathes of 
gold fabric and fairy lights. We 
had photographs and a drinks 
reception upon arrival. Most incredibly Karen and John Webber kindly donated 
all of the champagne! We had canapés and grazing boards. DJ Dave Moore was 
on the disco. Anthony Winnington gave the Loyal Toast and we then all sang the 
National Anthem. Much fun was had by all.” 

As official photos of the Ball were not available at the time of going to print, look 
out for the July/Aug edition of Teme Triangle for full coverage!

SHELSLEY 
KINGS  STEAM 
RAILWAY 
On Bank Holiday 
Monday 8 May, Michael 
and Helen Whitehouse 
of Shelsley Kings 
kindly opened up their 
fantastic miniature 
steam railway for locals 
to enjoy. 

Despite the damp 
weather there was a 
great turnout, with the 
trains enjoyed by young 
and (only slightly!) older 
generations. Donations 
raised £170 for All 
Saints Church. Many 
thanks to Michael, 
Helen and all who 
supported the day.

THE CORONATION OF KING CHARLES III
LOCAL CELEBRATIONS ACROSS OUR PARISHES

SHELSLEY BALL AND STEAM TRAINS; STANFORD BRIDGE

STANFORD BRIDGE 
DANCE STUDIOS’  
CORONATION 
CELEBRATION
Young dancers of all ages 
at Attitude Dance Studios in 
Mill Farm, Stanford Bridge, 
attended a range of classes 
during Coronation week. 

Pupils paid tribute to King 
Charles III with flags, crowns 
and costumes to celebrate the 
historic occasion. 

The Calladine family
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TEME VALLEY WILDLIFE GROUP: ALL ABOUT WILLOW
I visited my local church for a service on Good Friday and was struck by the simple 
beauty of a branch of pussy willow placed in a plain vase in front of the porch 
window. Palm Sunday has traditionally been the day for pussy willow, more properly 
named goat willow or Salix caprea, to enter churches. Willow sprays were once 
used as a substitute for palms on Palm Sunday and some churchgoers wore willow 
sprigs in their lapels when attending services on that special day.

Goat willow is a plant of damp places and is the commonest and most widespread 
type of willow growing in the British Isles. The graceful silvery buds that we call 
pussy willows are soft and tactile, and go on to develop into catkins. The buds 
appear in January, and by March the male form opens into a cloud of yellow pollen. 
Whilst in this stage they have been dubbed “goslings” because of their resemblance 
to newly hatched geese. Known elsewhere as the great sallow or saugh-tree, in our 
local three counties it is more commonly referred to as the sally. The tree comes in 
separate male and female forms. Most willows are pollinated by the wind, but the 
pussy willow produces nectar to attract bees and flies. These insects aid the process 
and find the goat willow to be an important early source of both nectar and pollen. 
Goat willow is a native tree and is known as a pioneer species - one which quickly 
colonises a newly cleared area. Alongside birch and aspen, it was one of the first 
trees to grow in the tundra of Britain after the last ice age. Goat willow wood makes 
good charcoal and was formerly valued by makers of gunpowder. However, it is not 
good as firewood because it crackles violently when burnt. It was used for wattle, 
part of the ‘wattle and daub’ of latter-day house construction. Finally, where did the 
name goat willow come from? It refers to its first known illustration, in Hieronymous 
Bock’s Herbal of 1546, in which the tree is pictured being browsed by goats. 

Next meeting of the Teme Valley Wildlife Group is Thursday 8 June, Stoke Bliss and 
Kyre Village Hall, WR15 8RR, 7.30pm. Speaker is Alison Wakeman on ‘Awareness 
and importance of bees’. All welcome, £2 entry. Visit www.temevalleywildlife.co.uk .  

Stephanie Mocroft

RIP DAVID HOLLOWAY
We are extremely sad to hear that David Holloway who lived at Churchfields, 
Shelsley Beauchamp passed away at home on 3 May 2023, aged 79.

David had lived in Shelsley all his life, starting at the Lower House Farm with his 
parents. He was an agricultural contractor and serviced farms across the length 
and breadth of Worcestershire and surrounding counties. 

David and his wife Ann built Churchfields in 1984, where they were extremely 
happy together and, being just across from the church, he was always on hand 
to change the clock when needed plus strim and tidy the churchyard. 

David will be greatly missed by his family and friends.

LOWER SAPEY & 
HARPLEY TEA PARTY
Morning Worship at St 
Bartholomew’s, Harpley on 
Sunday 7 May was followed by a 
beautiful bluebell walk. 

Celebrations continued on Bank 
Holiday Monday 8 May with a 
Lower Sapey Tea Party held at 
the Church. Howard Rigby said: 
“As ever, the volunteer caterers 
put on a spread fit for a King. A 
pity he was busy, as we think he 
would have enjoyed it! A suitable 
fizzy drink, to toast His Majesty, 
was kindly provided by the Parish 
Meeting and a good time was had 
by all.” Thanks to everyone in the 
community who helped with, or 
attended, this sociable occasion.

THE CORONATION OF KING CHARLES III
LOCAL CELEBRATIONS ACROSS OUR PARISHES

LOWER SAPEY AND HARPLEY
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CHURCH SERVICES IN ST BARTHOLOMEW’S FOR JUNE

NB Please check all timings nearer the dates as they may be subject to change:

• Sunday 4 June Evensong at 6pm
• Tuesday 6 June  Soup and Silence at 12 noon
• Sunday 18 June Anglican communion service at 10.30am
• Sunday 25 June  There will be a Summer Festival with lots of activities,  

   starting at 2.30pm. This will include the Circle Service,  
   finishing 5.30pm. As usual there will be tea and cake!

Housekeeping for June is in the hands of Sue Elson. Thank you Sue. (More helpers 
are still needed).

The Ladies Bible Group will hopefully start again, on Tuesday 13 June at 2pm. 
Venue to be arranged. We also hope to have a new text for study by then.

The Mobile Library will call on Friday 16 June at 10.20 and 10.40am. Please try 
looking at the County Library web site which lists many events and exhibitions.

Well, I haven’t heard the cuckoo yet, nor did I hear it here last year. Maybe it has read 
about climate change and is staying home now. However, let’s hope we can have 
a glorious summer and at least, in my case, get some work done in my overgrown 
and uncared for garden. Have a wonderful June.

Margaret Griffiths

LOWER SAPEY NEWS
This has been a really busy and exciting month for us all, with the Coronation events 
throughout the country which we will never forget.

They contrasted so vividly with those of 1953 and indeed it was another age. The 
war had not long been over, the days seemed dark and dreary and there was still 
some rationing. The Coronation of Queen Elizabeth ll brought great joy at least for 
that summer. Now, the champagne and prosecco may be flowing, exotic cakes are 
being baked, as well as soggy spinach quiches; and there was much celebration on 
the Coronation of her son, now King Charles lll. However, there are still dark days, 
food banks exist, many people struggle to feed their families, heat their homes, or 
to pay impossible mortgages and rents. There are still homeless on some streets. 
The poor weather hasn’t helped to lift us completely into a sunnier Britain, but we 
did have some great celebrations over the extended weekend.

Here in Harpley, we held a happy Coronation service on Sunday 7th, followed by 
a walk through the bluebell woods, which about fifteen fairly fit and active people 
attended. Thanks go to Pat Savage and her family who arranged this and the half-
time break with tea and biscuits. On 8 May, we held a village party which was 
also well attended. There were some beautiful cakes and excellent sandwiches and 
snacks, washed down with the Champagne provided by the Parish Meeting. Being 
a very small community, we do not qualify for a Parish Council, but have an active 
Parish Meeting Group, which tries to improve the facilities in the area. We are a 
close community and they work hard to achieve this.

The big event in Harpley in May was the Annual Plant Sale on 27 May and a report 
on this will follow in the next edition. We also hope to celebrate the planting of the 
Coronation hedge at St Bartholomew’s and to construct a fire pit in the adjacent 
quiet area. We hope this could be used for future celebrations and events, should 
the weather be suitable! The grass will soon be cut, as No-Mow-May has proved to 
be wetter than usual.

CLIFTON FRIENDSHIP CLUB

Dot Millward’s report as Chairman:
The coffee morning on 22 April was very well attended and thank you to all who 
helped and attended. I think everyone had a lovely time and we raised £380. We 
had a wonderful Coronation lunch for members and guests. The team worked very 
hard to provide lovely food for over fifty people. The desserts were to die for (MG) . 
Our meeting later in May will be the AGM and a report will appear in the next edition. 
There will be some readings from the archives to entertain everyone.
On 7 June, we welcome the return of Adrian James, talking about his garden visits 
and showing slides. On 21 June, there is a change of venue as we will be visiting 
Whitlenge Gardens and tea rooms. Time of departure from the Village Hall tba. All 
visitors welcome to our meetings.
We have booked a table at the forthcoming WI Tabletop Sale at Clifton Village Hall 
on 10 June, for produce. Profits are to be shared between Harpley Church and our 
Friendship Club.

RIP JEAN NUTTALL
It is is with deep regret that we mark the passing of former long-time Shelsley 
Beauchamp resident Jean Nuttall, a great friend and colleague to many in and 
around the parishes. 

The go-to person to get things done, Jean was involved in many village activities 
as well as Church matters, from singing in the All Saints choir for more than 40 
years and raising money for the homeless, to being an active member of the 
church cleaning and floristry rotas and selling tickets 
for parish events. Jean was the local postmistress for 
many years and a Church Warden. As well as taking 
many happy holidays with local friends, Jean also 
enjoyed indoor and outdoor bowls, travelling around 
various clubs playing in competitions. With failing 
health in latter years she was looked after in a nursing 
home in Kidderminster, still visited regularly by her 
close friends, who often took her to Church when she 
was able. She will be greatly missed. 

Jean’s funeral will be held at All Saints Church, 
Shelsley Beauchamp on Thursday 8 June at 11.30am 
and afterwards at Shelsley Village Hall. All welcome. P
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CONTACTS FOR ST KENELM’S CHURCH, CLIFTON
Christenings, weddings, funerals:  
  Rev Anne Potter   01886 832355 / revannepotter@gmail.com
Other contacts:  Jackie Gilbert   01886 812471 / gmjgilbert40@gmail.com 
  Anne Gayden   01886 812448 / annegayden@hotmail.co.uk

CONTACTS FOR ALL SAINTS CHURCH, SHELSLEY BEAUCHAMP
Christenings, weddings, funerals:  
  Rev Jen Denniston  07783 432017 / jendenniston@gmail.com
  Jill Smith   07513 298782 
Church Wardens:  Kate Hurst  01886 812184 / kathrynshurst@btopenworld.com
  Holly Perks   01886 812369 / hollyperks@me.com

The Coronation of King Charles lll took place on 6 May. Much 
fun was had in our parishes over that weekend, as celebrations 
were held to mark the historic event. The Coronation Service at 
All Saints Church, Shelsley Beauchamp, was very well attended. 
Led by the Rev Jen Denniston, the service was joyful and lively, but with moments 
of quiet reflection and solemnity. 

The accession of a new monarch is framed in a deeply religious context, the 
Coronation Service being a service of Christian worship. It includes the celebration 
of Holy Communion and the consecration of the new monarch with holy oil. Judging 
by the millions who wanted to watch the proceedings, in person or through the 
media, it seems that, despite the secular nature of our society, we are still drawn to 
the spiritual side of life, captured here in the rituals and ceremony which surround 
the monarchy. Those who last year filed past the coffin of the late Queen Elizabeth 
ll were, it seems, similarly moved by the experience. Many who were interviewed 
described it as a “spiritual experience”. Birmingham Cathedral had over 10,000 
visitors in the days following the Queen’s death, and churches over the country 
(including here in the Teme Valley) provided somewhere for those wishing to grieve 
and reflect on the nature of loss. 

Another interesting aspect that has followed the Coronation has been the focus on 
the King’s commitment to serve God and the people. The King said in the Coronation 
Service, “In His name and after His example, I come not to be served but to serve”. 
This is a key tenet of the Christian faith. There is a rich tradition of service in this 

country and that is demonstrated clearly here in 
our area. Every month Teme Triangle records the 
many folk who give freely of their time and talents 
in various ways - and in so doing they are serving 
others. I hope you all enjoyed yourselves very 
much if you were able to attend any of the many 
local church services and/or other celebratory 
events. 

A note to those who are unable to attend church 
and would like to receive Holy Communion - 
our clergy team would always be most willing 
to take Communion to anyone in their home. 
Please contact Jen Denniston (07783 432017 / 
jendenniston@gmail.com) or Jill Smith (07513 
298782 / jill.together@gmail.com) if you would 
like that to be arranged. 

Jude Damerell

Church Matters
 by Jude Damerell
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SHELSLEY WATERMILL BACK IN ACTION AT OPEN WEEKEND
Hundreds of visitors saw engineering 
history in action at Shelsley Water Mill’s 
open weekend in mid-May.

Located at the foot of the Shelsley 
Walsh Hillclimb, there has been a water 
mill on the site since 1308. The current 
mill remained part of the Teme Valley 
farming community until the early 1900s. 
Today the lovingly resored site is the 
only working, water-powered corn mill in 
Worcestershire. 

The event, run by Shelsley Water Mill 
Society, was held as part of the National 
Open Mills Weekend. As well as seeing 
the mill in action grinding flour, visitors 
could enjoy displays of vintage vehicles, 
traction and steam engines.

Donations received during the 
weekend are being put towards the 
site’s ongoing restoration by a team of 
volunteers.

Louise Hutton, from Shelsley, visited 
on both open days with her family. She 
told Teme Triangle: “It was a lovely 
sunny weekend with a great turnout 
of people on both days. The water mill 
really is a fascinating sight to see, in 
beautiful surroundings!”

Pictured right is 
Shelsley resident Nick 
Thompson, admiring 
a 1933 Austin London 
taxi owned by John 
Fletcher from Clifton 
upon Teme. Nick 
remembers riding in 
these taxis as a young 
child in London.

For more details about 
the mill, visit www.
shelsleywatermill.com.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
June
3 Christian Aid Big Breakfast, Old House (20 The Village), Clifton, 9.30-11.30am
3-4 Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb: Best of British weekend
7 Clifton Friendship Club with speaker on garden visits
8 TVWG meeting with speaker on bees, Stoke Bliss & Kyre VH, 7.30pm
9 Volante Strings ‘Music for Strings’ concert, St Mary’s Church Stanford, 7.30pm
10 Wedding Dress Festival, All Saints, Shelsley Beauchamp, 10am-4pm
10 Clifton WI Coffee Morning & Tabletop Sale, Clifton VH, 10.30am-12noon
10-11 Gardens of Wichenford Open Weekend, 13 open gardens, 11am-6pm
11 Open Garden & Tea for Christian Aid, Ayngstree House, Clifton, 2.30-5pm
13 Clifton WI Meeting with posy-making, Clifton VH, 7.30pm
17 Shelsley Coffee Morning and bring & buy, Shelsleys VH, 10.30am-12noon
21 Clifton Friendship Club, visit to Whitlenge Gardens and tea rooms, time tba
24 Illustrated talk by author Jerry Johns: ‘Jeanne’s War’, Clifton VH, 6.30pm
24 Shelsleys Tennis Tournament finals, local courts
25 Lion Inn charity pub quiz, Lion Inn, Clifton, 7pm

July
1 Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb: Bike Bonanza
2 Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb: Vintage Meeting
15 Shelsley Coffee Morning and bring & buy, Shelsleys VH, 10.30am-12noon
22-23 Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb: Classic Nostalgia weekend
30 Lion Inn charity pub quiz, Lion Inn, Clifton, 7pm

USEFUL PARISH CONTACT DETAILS
Shelsley Parish Council Secretary
Jan Speyer      shelsleyspc@gmail.com    01886 812444
Clifton Parish Council Secretary
Michelle Alexander    macebearer69@gmail.com   01886 884195
District Councillor
Caroline Palethorpe   caroline.palethorpe@malvernhillsdc.net  07974 966412
County Councillor  
David Chambers       dchambers2@worcestershire.gov.uk  07400 590 711

 The Gardens of Wichenford 2023
Saturday 10 & Sunday 11 June 11am - 6pm

Have a great time visiting 13 wonderful gardens, set in beautiful north-west 
Worcestershire countryside. Lunches – teas – plants – art exhibition

All proceeds to local charities
  £7 ticket covers both days. Children free. Cash only please

  More details at: Gardensofwichenford.blogspot.com        
  and: The Gardens of Wichenford on Facebook 

  Follow event signs from A44 and A443. Easy parking
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• Estate & Letting Agents
• Chartered Surveyors & Valuers
• Planning Consultants
• Auctioneers
• Land & Estate Management

The Estate Office · Hill House · Great Witley ·  Nr Worcester · WR6 6JB

Robert Parry FRICS FAAV

Richard Banks MRICS MARLA MNAEA

Tim Gaston BA (Head of Residential Agency)

Nick Jethwa MRICS

Land & Estate Agents

Chartered Surveyors

Auctioneers

Planning Consultants

www.gherbertbanks.co.uk

T: 01299 896 968
E: ghb@gherbertbanks.co.uk

• RICS Registered Valuers
• Landlord & Tenant Negotiations
• Basic Payment Scheme & Associated Matters
• Commercial Property Consultants

Your Local Agent Since1898

Contributions for the next (July/August 2023) edition by Friday 9 June 2023 please 
to: editortemetriangle@gmail.com

Printed by Orphans Press of Leominster Tel: 01568 612460


