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ON THE FARM

We’ve had one of the warmest, driest summers most people can remember, with
lovely mornings to get up to. The downside
is that we’ve been so short of grass for the
sheep due to a shortage of rain in this area,
we haven’t had a night or day’s rain since the
middle of February. Our fields look so burnt off
you could be in Spain, in fact save your money &
and imagine you’re on holiday abroad. You've E
got the River Teme to swim in and sit by with a §
picnic... no airports or congested roads, perfect.

I've been telling people that this year is worse than 1976 (to those who remember
it!) because we had a normal growing spring then and the drought didn’t start until
the middle of June, so although we were very short of grazing, we did at least
have a good store of winter fodder.

My father used to say, years ago when his grandfather started farming in the
mid 1860s, he had two very wet years followed by a really dry one when spring
corn was planted and had hardly any rain on it until it was harvested. One of his
neighbours was complaining about his poor hay crop, he said all he had to mow
was wimple grass. When asked what wimple grass was, he said it was twice as
thin as a bent! So, these weather conditions have happened before.

Considering the shortage of grass, the ewes and lambs look quite good. Some
of the ewes are a bit thin, but now we’ve got the lambs weaned, we've started
feeding them ewe nuts again, which, apart from three weeks after weaning to
ensure the milk dried up, they have been having since early January, so hopefully
their condition will soon start to improve. We’ve bought so much food from Estate
Feeds this year that I'm sure Richard has been able to give all his staff a bonus!!

| believe the decline in wildlife over the last fifty years is quite serious. We do now
have a few rabbits appearing this year, whereas years ago we would have a few
hundred on the farm. A balance somewhere would be ideal!

When | was mowing the grass for hay this year, as usual the seagulls and buzzards
soon appeared, waiting for a tasty morsel. They didn’t hang around for long as no
tasty mice or slugs were forthcoming!

I’'m sure when | write again, | will be complaining about too much rain, but of

course farmers are always complaining about the weather!
Allan Jeffries
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CALLING ALL FORMER STUDENTS FROM THE CHANTRY

Students who live in Martley or surrounding villages and have attended The
Chantry School this past year or in previous years and are attending college or
university this autumn may be eligible for a grant from the Martley Old Grammar
School Foundation. Examples for which the grant can be used for are textbooks,
computer equipment, stationery items or specialist clothing. Applications have
to be submitted by the end of September. A student can apply more than once
up to the age of 25. A reminder too for students claiming this year’s grants to
submit their receipts. To receive an application form or for more information,
please contact the secretary Cheryl Pearsall on 07812 483850.

BIG BREAKFAST FOR ALI FRANCIS

A Big Breakfast will be held at Clifton Village Hall on Saturday 18 October in
aid of Ali Francis, a partially sighted Clifton resident who is running with her
guide runner Andy Arnold in next year’s London Marathon, raising money for
the NSPCC.

Save the date. Tickets for the breakfast sittings at 9am and 11am are £10 per
person. Support Ali by prebooking with either Ali Francis 07985 689544 or Andy
Arnold 07415 257412

CRIB DRIVE AT THE LION INN, CLIFTON
The Lion Inn cribbage team
is inviting local residents to
join them for a six card singles
Crib Drive in aid of Cancer
Research UK on Wednesday,
10 September at 7pm.

All levels of skill are welcome
and there are prizes to be won.
For a £2 entry fee, a buffet is
provided and a friendly, relaxed
atmosphere is assured at The
Lion.

“Help us grow the crib team. Come for the cards and stay for the
company,” says Laura Hughes. For further information or to reserve a
place, contact Laura on 07585 905525.
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Some History of Empire, Immigration and Vagrancy
Stanford History Group 2025 Program
https://stanfordhistorygroup.com

Monday evenings at 7.30p.m. Upper Sapey Village Hall, Upper Sapey WR6 6EU

29'" September Make America Go Away: Global Anti-Americanism from the 19" to the 21* Century
6" October The First Anti American: Canadian Anti-Americanism/Nationalism 1775-2025
Associate Professor Steve Hewitt Uni ity of Birmingh
13" October Vagrant Acts: The Long History of the 1824 Vagrancy Act in Modern History
20" October What is Homelessness in Modern Britain? A Brief History .
Professor Nicholas Crowson University of Birmingham
27t October An English Empire? 1 Wales & Scotland and the British Empire
3 November An English Empire? 2 Ireland & the British Empire

Professor Neil Fleming University of Worcester

10" November ‘Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses’: Immigration and American |dentity
Associate Professor Nathan Cardon University of Birmingham

17" November How States are Born and How they Die
Associate Professor George Kyris University of Birmingham
24" November Turning France into a Global Power:

A potted history of Gallic colonisation America to Asia and Africa

1% December Echoes of Empire:
The Legacy, Memory and Decolonisation in France and the Francophone World
Associate Professor Berny Sebe University of Birmingham

COSTS: The full course £60 or £10 for an individual lecture payable on the door or by bank transfer.

CONTACTS:

Simon Marriott 01886 853 412 simon@adamswoodfarm.co.uk  David Kirrage 07899 817490 david kirrage@icloud.com
Karon Jamous 07974 981275 karonjamous@aol.com Alan Stuttard 01886 853 465 ajstuttard@gmail.com
Rosemary Smart 01905 621 895 ra smart@kirk12 plus.com Simon Neary 01584 781698 simon.nearyl@googlemail.com
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NIC SPROSON
THE OPTICIAN
Contact Lens Specialists

* Patient Car Park *
52 Barbourne Road, Worcester

Tel: 01905 27327

www.nicsprosontheoptician.co.uk

David Ward

firewbéd

Do you need a dependable consistent quality supply of
sassoned or kiln dried harchweed and scftwood firewooo?
Cut and gl to sult and deliversd in breathable
1 2-cuatic matre Dags, 5o no nead o mateck,
Small delivery vehicle, litbed with crane,
can deliver to Mot lecations and siuations.

CALL DAVID TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS:
Mobida: OTEEE6 441154

ENHAMCED
MOVEMENT

STUDIO

Pilates | Run Club (Including C25K)
HIT (High Intensity Interval Training)

Sports rehabilitation
Personal Training | Intrinsic Biomechanics Trainer

Stanford Bridge: Mill Farm Country Retail
Bromyard: Methodist Church Hall
Tenbury Wells: Pump Rooms & Burford Village Hall
Ludlow: Gather | Hallow: Remedium

(%c, Aot Gegtal s

For the latest up-to-date class times and bookings:

www.enhancedmovementstudio.co.ulk
Contact Emma on 07989 535757
emma@enhancedmovementstudio.co.uk

The Apple Tree Kitchen

01886 812 431
WR6 6DX

Set in the beautiful grounds of Pitlands Farm Holidays
| Fully licensed | Breakfasts | Lunches | Cakes | Coffees |
| Afternoon Teas | Gardens & Grounds |
| Children’s Play Ground |
| Function room available with catering
for every occasion |

Open Thursday - Sunday 9:30am - 5:00pm

www.theappletreekitchen.co.uk
info@theappletreekitchen.co.uk

_J-i,-"t(-;(i{j[&tuf&-'

Enjoy the elegance of handmade Curtains, Blinds and Soft
Furnishings that will truly transform your home.
Contact Tracey for a free home consultation:
O o781 818104
@ 4 . co.uk
@meadowssoftfurnishings n @

www.meadows-soft-furnishings.co.uk

HainesHeating
07534 700 932

Oil & Gas Boiler service
& repair specialist
Clifton-On-Teme
www.ahainesheating.co.uk
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LET THEMYSIC PLAY'
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Mobile Disco & Laser Light Show

www.let-the-music-play.co.uk

07850692905

Hallmark Whatley Hulme

Specialists in Private Client Services -
Wills, Estates, Powers of Attorney
and Court of Protection

A modern personal service in a digital world

Home visits if required
Free parking for consultations

Accredited member of
Solicitors for the Elderly

Contact the team on 01905 726600

or email
enquirieshwh(@hallmarkhulme.co.uk

We also offer the following legal services:
Property, Employment and
Civil Disputes / Litigation

www.hallmarkhulme.co.uk

», H. CALDICOTT & S0p,

Funeral Directors

15 MARKET STREET,
TENBURY WELLS, WORCESTERSHIRE
TELEPHONE: 01584 810281

FAX: 01584 811420

A family Burials
riin business Cremations
established 1919 Chapel of Rest

www.temetriangle.net

WORCESTER
PODIATRY &
PHYSIOTHERAPY

01905 428434

Expert care for all your
foot health and physiotherapy needs

Come and see us for:

+ Chiropody * Back pain

* Verruca treatment * Neck pain

+ Fungal nail care * Sciatica

* Pain & injury * Arthritic pain
management + Post knee and hip

+ Shock wave therapy operation

« Laser treatments rehabilitation

* Custom orthotics

info@worcesterpodiatry.co.uk
worcesterpodiatryandlasercentre.co.uk

PICTURE, PHOTO, ART, SHADOWBOX, CANVAS

FRAMING

You name it, we can frame it!

e

Framing Marvellous

1 Maylite Trading Estate [u]
Martley, WR6 6PQ
Free parking

Call 01886 888766 or scan to
contact us for appointment:m
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Jeremy Massey AQUA CLEANSING ..
Electrics @ SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING

» Cesspool & Pump Stations

o
% NiEEI: * Soakaways
APPROVED
TRUSTMJ'}BK CONTRACTOR + Blockage Clearance

v Domestic, Commercial & Industrial « Sewage Treatment Engineers
v All Work Guaranteed, Insured, including indemnity
v Re-wires and New Builds * Pumps, Compressors & Servicing
v Additional Sockets, outside and inside « CCTV Drainage Surveys
v Lighting including, Smart, LED, outside and inside
v Inspection and Testing - including rental properties www.aquacleansingltd.co.uk
v Armoured cable installation enquiries@aquacleansing.co.uk
v EVChargers Call us now for free advice & quotation
v Ccv

Telephone: 01886 888493 0 1886 88847 1

Email: masseyjeremar@aol.com Berrow Green Road, Martley, Worcester WR6 6PQ

Fast reliable service blished for over 30 years

Local Handyman

01886 889248 &

AR ety Property
Maintenance
Ring Ash
07534 809814

Yoga classes at .
Eastham Memorial Hall &
For adults of all ages 4%

Please contact Zoe Herington: ASQ
www.zedyoga.co.uk services
Tel: 07962 981456 . .
asqservicesteme@gmail.com

Page 8 www.temetriangle.net



€RS
SEN "o
g EST >< 2022 o

FIREWOOD SPECIALIST

Bags & Bulk
Locally Sourced Hardwood Firewood
Call Ed on 0758 333 8879 for a quote

= T/A Walkers Wood
Certificate No: WS5447/00001

PHIL GRAY

Dairyman /| Newsagent

MNagional. . .'ﬂ'l-u'f-r. -.:'!.?m.u{.'q & Pocal ;ﬁﬂrﬂs
cas /H-t,‘.zinh’. R 1
oo Dlainy Prroducts, . Egee . Sofit Diinks
ool TOarers cre.

Let wour Milkman do the Talking
01584 BE1385 / phil2eardiston.com

urethyme
wellbeing and b_l_aiutg { L& ‘

&

Visit us at Mill Farm, Stanford Bridge,
for beauty and holistic treatments

Please call for an appointment or
more information on 07964 176747
www.purethyme.co.uk

CS Plumbing

\\\\\\ e 001

Local professional & _
efficient plumbing service f¥B%
Gullds
Air Source Heat Pump

Service

Kitchens & Bathrooms @he

Showers Baths Sinks
Taps Radiators Pipes

Call Chris
07972 435102
chris@cs-plumbing.co.uk
www.cs-plumbing.co.uk

Thrift Court Pound La:

www.temetriangle.net

especially through

end-of-life care

Contact
Juliet Twinberrow

BVM&S, MRCVS
07772 799754

C.L. GIBBS
BUILDERS

EXTENSIONS » ALTERATIONS
PLASTERING = UPUC WINDOWS
ROOFING » TILING * LANDSCAFING
FASCIAS » GUTTERING = STONE WORK
For al types of buiidng work cal your local
famiy buider for advice and free estimata
01888 812450
0789053868971

q ANDY PRITCHARD
PAINTER & DECORATOR

Fully Qualified & Insured b, Y.
PERE®
All aspects of decorating undertaken, including
Interiors, Exteriors, Tiling and Paper Hanging
For free estimates & quality workmanship
contact Andy.

07973 783240 - 01866 889001
pritchard378@btinternet.com

Page 9



Abbreviated draft minutes of Clifton Parish Council meeting held
Thursday 3 July 2025 at Clifton Village Hall

Present: Clir J. Bowden (Chair), ClIrs B. Gilbert, R. Neave, S. Haywood. Also present:
County CliIr Justin Bowen, District Clir Paul Cumming and 9 members of the public.
Apologies: ClIr Paul Brooks  No declarations and no conflicts of interest declared.
Minutes of Parish Council meeting held 5 June approved as amended.

Meeting suspended to allow members of the public to raise any issues or concerns.
A local resident (Anthony Newman) read a prepared statement outlining the following:
That the council may not be representing the views and interests of the local community.
Concern with the integrity and impartiality of the parish council. Concern that collective
decisions are being taken that reflect the interests and preferences of individual
councilors, especially in terms of recent planning applications. The parish council has
not sought to fairly represent views of its residents through consultation. There is a real
or perceived prioritisation of personal interest over the democratic will of the community.
The local resident concluded their prepared statement by asking the following questions:
Has the council followed proper procedures in agreeing collective position, particularly in
planning matters? Are declarations of interest being properly made, recorded and acted
upon? Has the council undertaken appropriate resident consultation for adopting their
position? He requested evidence of how resident views were obtained and recorded in
respect of planning application M2500790PIP.

A second resident asked how the parish council came to its conclusion to support the
planning application when the proposed development sits outside of the boundary for
development as outlined in the Clifton development plan. Clir Gilbert replied that the
neighbourhood plan does address developments just outside of the boundary. The
same resident further asked if the council had consulted planning experts regarding the
issue of planning creep. Clir Bowden replied that the planning officer at MHDC had been
consulted regarding self-build criteria.

Clir Gilbert was asked about his support for the application based on the self-build
aspect of the submission. ClIr Gilbert replied that in principle he is in favour of self-build
schemes if they allow groups or individuals to gain a footing on the property ladder who
might not otherwise be able to afford a home in the village.

An opinion was expressed that the Parish Council failed to canvas the opinions of
residents and subsequently lodged a response based solely on the opinions of the
parish council. Concerns of residents were ‘batted away’. It was suggested that this was
in contravention to MHDC code of conduct. Clir Gilbert asked the member of the public
who read the initial statement if they would be willing to send the written statement to the
parish council. The member of the public replied that they would be willing to send the
written statement to the parish council. He also stated his intention to submit a formal
complaint based on localism act 2011, MHDC Code of Conduct and the Nolan Principles.
The Parish Council stated that only one email was received regarding the planning
application. There would seem to be one other person sent a message directly to another
parish councilor. Concerns were raised around communicating calls for candidates for
any forthcoming parish council elections. The Parish Council stated that notifications of
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elections and calls for candidates have appeared on the website, in The Teme Triangle,
in meeting minutes and on notice boards around the village. Clir Bowden stated that the
Parish Council was appointed ex officio due to the number of candidates not exceeding
the number of positions on the Council (seven).

Clir Bowden said that the planning application in question is at an early stage in the
process and all those with an interest will need to await the decision from Malvern Hills.

Clir Gilbert asked two members of the public if they would consider joining the parish
council and they replied that they would consider the request.

District & County Councillors Reports (circulated via email):

Clir Cumming: Funding available for rural businesses. Contact him for further information
about transport issues regarding planning applications. County Highways only consider
local impact on transport and not wider implications. There is also an issue regarding the
culminative effect of increased development on transport and traffic. County Clir Justin
Bowen suggested that Clir Cumming should contact the county councilor for Stourport
who also holds the portfolio for transport.

Speeding traffic is an issue in villages. Vehicle Activated Signals (VAS) have been further
developed and some funding may be available to parish councils to install VAS. Clir
Bowden detailed recent developments within Clifton including upgrades to existing VAS
infrastructure. Action: Clerk to email County Clir Bowen to investigate funding.

County Clir Bowen also stated that small amounts of funding may be available for
projects. Clir Bowden outlined plans for solar panels and car charging points on the
Pavilion. Action: Clerk to include details of these projects to see if any small grants are
available.

Financial & Governance Matters:

Payment schedule (to be circulated via email) reviewed by councillors. Clir Gilbert
proposed payment schedule to be approved and seconded by Clir Neave. Clir Bowden
proposed that a maintenance account to be set up with an initial balance of £5000.
This is to be used for maintaining the recreational ground. Action: Clerk to set up a
maintenance account with Unity Bank. Clir Bowden also raised the possibility that the
Reserve Savings account which is currently with Scottish Widows be transferred over to
Unity Bank. To be considered in future meetings.

Clir Gilbert asked that the amount agreed to treat the benches in the recreation ground be
increased from £120 to £160 as the number of benches has increased from 3 benches
to 4 benches.

Parish Matters/Updates:
Hanging baskets have been installed. Six more to be ordered.

Playing Field (CFAF) project:

Clirs Bowden and Brooks have reviewed the ROSPA report regarding the play equipment.
Quotes have been requested from suppliers and a list shared with Parish Lengthsman.
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Clir Bowden summarized the exploratory work that has been undertaken so far on the
concrete slab remaining near the pavilion. A feasibility study was conducted focused
on using the slab to house changing rooms for Clifton Rovers. The study concluded
that the slab, as is, is not suited for this purpose. Clir Gilbert asked for further studies
to be conducted to determine what work would need to be carried out for the slab to be
utilized for this purpose. ClIr Gilbert summarized the issue of the slab for the benefit of
the members of the public present. A member of the public offered to review the report
and the parish council were happy to take this offer up. Action: Clir Bowden to share the
report with the member of the public.

Planning Matters:

Planning Application M/25/00790/PIP — Pound Lane: Parish Council comment submitted.
Discussed at depth under public time.

Planning Application M/25/00961/LB & M/25/00960/HP — The Manor House — PC
response before 27 July. Similar applications for the same property. Application received
the day before the PC meeting. Further review required. Clir Bowden noted that the
location was within the conservation area.

Planning correspondence received by resident — discussed previously.

Strategic Planning updates:

Clir Cumming gave an SWDPR update. Nothing published as yet but an indication should
be forthcoming in July including any amendments required. It should be able to be used
in any future appeals that are to be lodged as it should be signed off and implemented
in the near future. Clir Bowden asked about the appeals process in regards to the Hope
Lane development. Clir Cumming replied that any appeal would probably be held within
the district and anticipate the appeal to be held in public.

Highway Matters:
Clir Haywood noted that some tasks for the lengthsman remain unfinished. Clir Bowden
to ask Lengthsman for update on list of tasks submitted in June.

Councillors Reports & Items for Future Agendas:

Clir Gilbert proposed an agenda item in next meeting (September) updating on progress
of any complaint resulting from Planning Application M/25/00790/PIP. Action. Clerk to
add Complaint Update to agenda for September 2025 meeting.

Clir Bowden outlined that some work seems to have started on Ham Bridge. He added
that members of the public can raise such issues via the Highways website. Any VAT
charged by suppliers can be claimed.

Parish Clerk Correspondence:

West Mercia Police have asked for updates on priorities. Suggestions include speeding
around the village, parking around the school and rural crime. Action. Clerk to respond
with priorities.

Date of next meeting: Thursday 4th September 2025 at 7.40pm Clifton Village Hall.
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SHELSLEYS VILLAGE HALL FORMS NEW COMMITTEE

We are delighted to announce the formation of a new Village Hall Committee
dedicated to the future planning, upkeep, and community use of Shelsley Village
Hall. The newly formed committee is made up of local residents, including
representatives from the Parish Council and Parochial Church Council, all
bringing a diverse range of experience and a shared passion for enhancing
the hall as a central, inclusive space for everyone in the Shelsleys. We're truly
excited to get started and, alongside the team at Shelsley Social Club, we
look forward to working closely with the whole community to ensure the Hall
remains a welcoming, inclusive and well-used venue for events, celebrations,
and community life.

We Need Your Voice

To make this initiative a success, we need your input. This is your Village Hall,
and we want to hear your ideas. Please email us at shelsleysvhmc@gmail.com
with your thoughts, suggestions, or just to say hello!

We're also inviting everyone to an informal ‘Meet the Committee Members
Night’ on Monday, 8 September at 8pm in the Village Hall — a chance to drop
in, chat with members of the team, and share your ideas.

First Community Event — Quiz Night!

Join us for our first event: a great fun-filled Quiz Night on Friday, 12 September
at 7.30pm to raise funds for the Hall. Entry: £1 per person, teams of six. Quiz
Master: Neil ‘The Quiz Master’ Sarkar. The team from Shelsley Social Club are
running the bar and will be serving fantastic pub grub at great prices on the
night.

Hall Bookings - Don’t forget, the Village Hall is available to hire for private
parties, clubs, weddings, and community functions. Contact us via email
shelsleysvhmc@gmail.com to check availability and rates — and please help
spread the word open for hires!

We look forward to seeing you at the ‘Quiz Night’, at our ‘Meet the Committee
Members Night', and of course at the future Village Hall events. Thank you for
your support — let’s build something great together!

Sharon Sarkar on behalf of the Shelsleys Village Hall Committee.

CLIFTON VILLAGE HALL DONOR THANKED

The Clifton-upon-Teme Village Hall Committee would like to thank John Fletcher

who has very kindly fabricated and donated a new guard for the battery units at

the Village Hall. We had expected to have to spend at least a couple of hundred

pounds on a new guard so this very generous donation is greatly appreciated.
Clifton upon Teme Village Hall Committee
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HUNTLANDS FARM
BED & BREAKFAST
AND UPHOLSTERY
www.huntlandsfarm.co.uk
Tel: 01886 821955 / 07828 286360

OFFERS:
upholstery chisses * upholsiery commissions
en suire b&b accommodation * wedding venue
all in an idyllic, rural setting on a working farm.
And a self-catering, 6 bedmom Brmhouse on an
adjacent farm, www.moorhallfarm.co.uk

Yowr hoser, Lucy, & custom wpbolsterer and
Steplien, a pasionate cook, guaranies you a comfy
staay wich freshly local food ro enjoy

WRIGHT CUT

MOWING SERVICES

Mowing
Strimming

Hedge Cutting

Garden Clearance

O7 940704864

Regular or one-off visits.
Any job considered, Please ring for more information.
DBS Checked ‘ References available.

Email: owrighta6a@gmail.com

MARTLEY
OSTEOPATHS

Do you suffer from back and neck pain?
Do you need help with a sports injury?

Call us now on 01886 889 002

Let our team of expert practitioners help you
recover and get pain free

www.osteopathiccentre.co.uk

Osteopathy - Sports Massage Therapy

Charky sursber- FHENA

S

S, T4
“ / A

L

e SoH00

"«;-t Monday-Friday

4

L4 9am-3.15pm
Ages 25 Fored el Sevsirs
Full & Half Days Available

Indoor & Outdoor Faciltes Avallable
ALSO! !

% Breakfast Club 8am 9 Y9
Atter School Club 3. 5pm-6pm |
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RICS Property Surveys

)él\ New build inspections

Redefining the way you view surveys -
with 27+ years of combined experience

One survey at a time
One happy customer, every time

ﬁ e 07801464512

e
e info@oliviathomasestates.co.uk

O

L

SERVICED OFFICES
AND WORKSHOPS
AVAILABLE ON
FLEXIBLE
MONTHLY TERMS
ALSO SMALL
INDUSTRIAL UNITS

www.maylite.co.uk

Please contact Kate Shrubb on
01886 888455 for more details

DUV S AN RN Business Cenire |

MAYLITE TRAIMNG ESTATE,
MARTLEY WRé 6PQ

Tipton Hall Riding School

Ridieg lessons:for all spes and
ahilstaes

Hacking 1throagh wondesfis]
eouniryide

Horse Liveryamall frendly

ward.

-y

Roger Benbow
BHIAI Reg. Inslructor

Preome- 01885 455751
mobile: (TTSE 356741
Woarw tiptonhallridingscheal com

wnd (eneal School

Clifton Upon Teme Nursery
And Forest School
3 months to 5 years

7:30am - 6:00pm
50 wks per Year

Contact Abi or Lottie on 01886 812380 or
manager@cliftoneyc.co.uk

BreakFfast Club Available For Clifton
Primary School available

0@

K&B CATERING
i TAILOR MADE QUALITY MENUS
_LL FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS

KIT BAMFORD

For all your outside catering requirements,
please call me on:

Tel: 07801 699597
Email: kitbamford@live.co.uk

www.temetriangle.net
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LOCAL ART RESOURCES

Given the low density of population in this area we are very lucky to
be blessed with many cultural opportunities. Operas from the Met in
New York and the Royal Opera House in London are frequently shown
in Bromyard at the Conquest Theatre, in Tenbury Wells at the Regal
cinema and in Ludlow at the Assembly Rooms. Use them or lose them.

Arts Society Teme Valley lectures are another superb cultural resource.
The lectures are given by knowledgeable and enthusiastic speakers with
splendid illustrations. On art-related topics, lectures are stimulating and
enjoyable, even those which do not have very appealing titles. | once
went to a lecture called ‘Cupboards and Drawers’. It was absolutely
fascinating. It took us back to ancient cavemen with just one bowl and
spoon which needed a shelf for storage and display and developed from
there. The lectures are each month from September to June on the third
Wednesday of the month starting at 2.15pm in Ludlow Assembly rooms.
Refreshments afterwards lead to easy opportunities to meet and talk to
congenial people. It is fair to say that most of our members are aged
over 60. Retired people have time to come to afternoon lectures but we
welcome people of all ages.

| am sorry to mention it but dementia threatens all our futures these
days. We are told in order to avoid it, it is best to keep an open mind
(lectures help) and talk to others. Plenty of scope for this after lectures.

Annual membership is £50 (or £95 for couples). Non members are
welcome as visitors paying £8 at the door. As a member you receive the
excellent quarterly Arts Society Magazine. The Arts Society is a national
organisation of which Arts Society Teme Valley is a member. For more
information look at www.theartssocietytemevalley.org.uk or telephone
07801 178846. Ann Marriott

SHELSLEY WALK

Come and join us on Sunday 28 September at 10.30am for a Parish Council
organised walk. Meet at the pull-in on Fetterlocks Lane near the quarry. One
to one-and-a-half hours’ walk depending on pace. Dogs on lead, children and
well-behaved adults welcome! Contact Val Jones: valejones56@gmail.com for
further information.
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SHELSLEY FETE AND FUN DOG SHOW

A fabulous day was had by all at the Shelsley féte on Sunday 28 June. Kindly
hosted by Jamie and Isa Stewart, the weather was glorious at Church House
for our first fete in 11 years!

Much fun was had by all, with a huge variety of activities going on - dog show,
bar, produce, Christian Aid pre-loved clothes, bric-a-brac, tombola, bird boxes,
traditional children's games, face painting, BBQ, croquet, guess the weight of
the sheep and the refreshments tent.

A fantastic £3,728.47 was raised and this is all due to the hard work of the
committee team and also the many volunteers on all the stands. My sincere
thanks to everyone involved - too many to mention! A special note of thanks
though to Tim Lawson at Magic Bars, Tom Spilsbury at Spilsbury & Jones
Brewing Company, and Barry and Simon Hodgetts at SB Printing for their
generosity and support of our event.

Louise Hutton

P . S " Sl afh
The produce stall - so lovely to see some very special Shelsley past-residents
back for the day to support the event - Patricia Marlar (who hosted the last
Shelsley féte 11 years ago), Georgina Owen, Rebecca Perry, Judie Welsh (TT
founder and previous editor).
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The refreshments tent - (left to right) Rosemary Holloway, Jo Moore, Ann
Holloway, Beryl Robson.
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TEME VALLEY WILDLIFE

The Ledwyche brook is a Shropshire tributary of the River Teme which joins the
river at Burford next to the gardens of Burford House. It begins in the foothills
of Brown Clee, west of Stoke St Milborough, and for five of its 17-mile length
traces the border between Herefordshire and Shropshire. It is crossed by a
formal footbridge in the grounds of Henley Hall, by a Grade ll-listed bridge on
Squirrel Lane between Ludlow and Bitterley, by the Elan Valley water pipeline
near Caynham Camp and hosts a flood-warning river-level station at Burford
Bridge on the A456.

What is notable about the Ledwyche brook is that it is home to a plant rarely
seen in the wild. Well-known as a garden plant, Monkshood is a stately plant
with striking blue flowers which form the shape of a monk’s cowl. It originates
in Europe and Asia where it has long been known to be extremely poisonous.
All parts of the plant can do harm, but the root, shaped like a turnip, is the most
dangerous. The Latin name of Aconitum napellus refers to ‘little turnip’, the
meaning of the word ‘napellus’. It appears to be very happy growing along the
Ledwyche brook.

Monkshood growing on the banks of the Ledwyche brook.

| unexpectedly came upon some specimens back in June, whilst following Little
Hereford’s Millennium Walk. It favours shady stream sides and was growing
on both the Herefordshire and Shropshire sides of the brook, sheltered by the
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trees which line it. | was struck by the pure blue flowers and the beauty of
the tall stems. Botanists have puzzled over whether such plants are native,
naturalised or just garden forms escaped into the wild. However, the Ledwyche
brook plants are believed to be true natives. The first record in this location was
in 1755 by Rev E Williams who noted it to be in abundance a few yards above
Gossart bridge between Ludlow and Burford. It was next recorded in 1855, ‘for
a mile or so’ between Ludlow and Caynham Camp by another botanic reverend,
Edward Whitehead, a Fellow of Corpus Christi College, Oxford.

One of the lovely things about writing these articles is that people sometimes
get in touch to share local knowledge. A few years ago, a lady brought up in
the valley in the 1940s sent me her father’s botany textbook. He noted local
plants of interest in the margins. For May 23, 1946, of Monkshood he wrote, ‘at
quantity at weir near Sheet, Ludlow’, so here was a twentieth century Ledwyche
brook record. Researching a little further, | found it had also been spotted on the
Cadmore brook in Worcestershire, also along the Teme at Rochford, and many
years ago, at Eastham on Eastham Hill, although | think it more likely to have
been on Piper’s Brook, not on the hill itself. | wonder what these small, localised
tributaries of the Teme have in common to attract wild Monkshood?

Another name for it is Wolfsbane, a name thought to recall a practice of leaving
meat laced with monkshood poison in traps to lure and kill wolves. It is also
thought that a compound made from it was used to tip hunters’ arrows. In
Ancient Rome a ban was placed on its cultivation — | wonder why? Today, it is
used in Chinese medicine and in homeopathy, but | wouldn’t want to try it!

The next meeting of the Teme Valley Wildlife Group will be at 7:30pm on
Thursday September 11 2025 at Stoke Bliss and Kyre Village Hall, WR15 8RR.
We welcome Johnny Birks once again, whose talk is called “Restoring balance:
the pine marten reintroduction programme in Devon’s woodlands”. Members
and friends are all welcome, it is just £3 on the door.

For up-to-date information on what wildlife is being seen in the area, or to give us
your sightings or comments, please visit our Facebook page. Our programme of
events, bird survey and archive photographs are available on our website www.
temevalleywildlife.co.uk We normally hold meetings on the second Thursday of
the month. All are welcome. Contact us by email at tywg@outlook.com
Stephanie Mocroft
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SERVICING & REPAIR
ALL TYPES OF

GARDEN MACHINERY

BRIAN BUTLER
Clifton-on-Teme
07929 014804 Daytime
01886 812538 Evening

COLLECTION and DELIVERY

MICK

CHAMPION

YOUR LOCAL PROFESSIONAL,
INDEPENDENT RESIDENTIAL &
RURAL PROPERTY SPECIALIST.

= SALES

« AUCTIONS

« LETTINGS

¢ ACQUISITIONS

PC Troubleg;

PC problems solved
Broadband connection set-up
Home network set-up g..
Printer and camera problems solved
Wehsite design service
Basic PC wraining at home
For fricrdly and local adwiee and ro
feoade ar free comieltation coniace
Bernadette Higgins on 07813 302 504
or e-mail: apctrouble@gmail.com

LUXURY CATTERY
Call Lesley on 01886 821154
£ Mew luxury Cattery set in beautiful open
countryside. Rtun by genuine cat lover
€ Fully Licensed and Insured.
=, @ Al chalels have healed bedrooms and
Yo gpacious play runs,
& Special needs and diets catened for.

Kithy's Cattery
Codiage, Broschas (K. Martheyl, Woroesier, WRE SNT
warw HEFiCafiry ook Eefprcatenyiholel oo ok

Enquire for:

Conservatory Repairs
Conservatory Reroofing
New Conservatories
Doors and Windows
Replacement Glass Units
Car Ports

00 Oo0DOoOO0OO

TOP QUALITY SERVICES BLENDED
WITH THE UTMOST CARE

THE CONSERVATORY

RESTORATION
EXPERTS IN o Office: 01886 812424
WORCESTERSHIRE & o JoeTaylor: 07801 281821
HEREFORDSHIRE o Richard Taylor: 07850 424782

TN

R LB

TAYLORS

Contact us on:

Email: joetaylortcc@hotmail.co.uk
Visit us at: taylors-conservatorycare.co.uk
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PestArrest Pest Control

For all your local pest controd raquinements,
Al domastic and commercial pests covered

F3PH level 2 qualited
Fully inaured

Telsphone Jon Staples on;
07894 739464

Email: pestarmast. pestcontrol@ouvtiook.com

A\

T N/ A

TEME VALLEY ACCOUNTS
Bookkeeping VAT
PAYE
Tax Retums

Sage Accounting

Craft
Cortact: Claire on
Tel: M5B84 EB1T08 or OF 731 010099
Email: Claire.tva-accounts@outiook.com

Farty / Business / Reception / Function

CLIFTON VILLAGE HALL

Three meeting rooms {2-120 people)
Modern, well-equipped kitchen
with crockery, glasses etc.
Good parking in central location,

Bnakings: 01886-812238/812969/
812335 or hallchire.com

Open 7 days a weeR,

Our Menu offer a variety of dishes.
Locally sourced meat — Knightwick,
butchers.

Choose from a range of traditional pub
classics.

Home -made pies
In house beer battered cod.

To book a table
telephone 01886812226
Website:
thenewinncliftonuponteme. co.uk,
Facebook;

The New Inn Clifton-upon-Teme

Self Storage
Units

20ft Shipping Containers
at Stanford Bridge
Under cover
Security lighting

Please contact Alex
on 07973 624318
or 07966 865015

(i (i R (T
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LOWER SAPEY NEWS

How quickly the time is passing and soon it will be the beginning of Autumn. At
the risk of being depressive, | notice the nights are drawing in and | must banish
the thoughts of long, dark winter nights. However, there is also the prospect of
glorious sunsets and harvest moons. Climate change has certainly played its
part this year and farmers and growers are struggling with crops, including my
tomatoes! Weather forecasters tell us that rain will arrive soon, but | am sure
we have our own microclimate here in Lower Sapey. However, the roads are
looking and feeling better after some top dressing and even, in places, stretches
of new surfaces. This makes it so much safer to travel round and avoid the
damage to springs and wheels.

| hope everyone has enjoyed a summer break and that the school holidays
passed quietly and pleasantly. We do have several events to look forward to
in our area, especially now that St. Bartholomew's is open for regular worship
after months of work. There is still much to achieve though, including a small
kitchenette and an improved toilet. As for the font, it is remaining where it is for
now! We hope many of you will be able to return to the Church to enjoy some
of the events and | am sure the winter months will be much cosier inside with
the new lowered ceiling. If the weather is fine, it may still be possible to hold
gatherings or services around the outside firepit, which has proved very popular.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S SERVICES (please check times and dates in case
they change)

Sunday 7 September Morning prayer. This will be a 1662 service. 10.30am
Sunday 28 September Circle service at 10.30am

Sunday 12 October Harvest Festival Service at 11am to be followed by a
Harvest Lunch in the Church. All welcome. There will be no charge but donations
will be welcome.

Housekeeping:

September Hilly Tulloch
October Sue Rigby
November Beryl Dursley
December Liz & Steve Younge

Ladies Bible Group: Tuesday 16 September at the home of Janet Hann 2pm.
Mobile Library: Friday 19 September at 10.20am

I hope you all stay fit and well and enjoy a pleasant Autumn.
Margaret Griffiths
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HARPLEY METHODIST CELEBRATION SERVICE

The first joint services were the brainchild of Ancrum Evans, Rev Patrick Hobson
and David Cave, a local Methodist preacher. At the first joint service we were
given mugs bearing the date of the first service, 30 December 1979, and the
text (Romans 9:20-21) which read, ‘A clay pot does not ask the man who made
it, “Why did you make me like this?” After all, the man who makes the pots has
the right to use the clay as he wishes, and to make two pots from the lump of
clay, one for special occasions, and one for ordinary use.’

High Lane Chapel at that time was overseen by the Methodist Minster at
Bromyard. The congregation mainly consisted of Mr and Mrs Rosser of Harpley
Green, Mrs Grace Richards, Merlin Edwards as Steward, and Valerie Edwards,
later joined by Mr and Mrs Bloomer who moved into the Old School House.
Mrs Rosser was organist. On one occasion Mrs Denniston played the organ
in the chapel. The poor instrument was used to Mrs Rosser’s gentle touch.
Mrs Denniston being decades younger peddled much faster and stronger. She
launched into, How Great Thou Art, with great fervour. Dust was seen coming
from the back of the organ and, as Merlin commented, ‘I pray it's dust, not
smoke!’

Combined services were initially held on the fifth Sunday, alternating between
church and chapel. In the early 1980s, the chapel was deemed no longer viable
and was officially closed. By this time our Rector was Rev Clifford Owen who
was to become Ecumenical Officer for the diocese. He was keen for a closer
union between church and chapel. This was thoroughly discussed and agreed.

The PCC at St Bartholomew’s generously invited the Methodists to hold a
service in the church twice a month. We were blessed with the arrival of John
and Pat Savage at Hatt House. A new player for each side as it were, because
John was an inspired preacher, in both the Methodist and Anglican traditions.
Doreen McLean from Clifton, who is a talented organist, and Colin and Barbara
Raybould also joined.

Over the years, we have been inspired by many preachers, the most notable
being retired Baptist minister Rev Noel Lloyd-James. During this time, High Lane
Chapel moved from Leominster circuit to Malvern and now South Worcester.
We must thank God for the wonderful fellowship we have enjoyed and thank all
who made it possible. May the fellowship continue!

Pat Savage and Valerie Edwards
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SHELSLEY | “ Comomde

"\ & Cornflowers
VILLAG L Maturally beautiful & fragrant
British flowers for all occasions

FOR HIRE kate@camomilecornflowers.co.uk

Set in beautiful surroundings 01886 812184 07887 706147

(with french windows leading onto terrace)

Close to the river and hillclimb -
. . . ot A"m‘ﬁ
Well eqmpped kitchen ¢ Bar available ANDREW JELLEY OPTICIANS

www.andrewjelleyopticians.co.uk

Ideal for meetings, dances, parties etc.

VERY REASONABLE RATES Yo U R Lo CAL
Contact for bookings o PTI CI AN

shelsleysvhmc(@gmail.com

18 Teme Street, Tenbury Wells, Worcestershire

01584 811445

' Apre Your Locks Behaving Badlly ?
W NO CALL OUT CHARGE = FREE OM-SITE ESTIMATES

SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE * * NO VAT ON LABOUR

Your local professional Painter

All Typas Of Door & Window Locks Opened
& Decorator Typas Of Door & Window Lacke Opan

Serviced, Repaired, Supplied & Fitted

All interior & exterior work, from a single Outdated Locks Upgraded To Current Standards
room to a whole house. UPVC Multi-Point Lock Repair Specialist
Tel 07759 298754 ‘“““:::L;“Ff;“ "“::F‘:'“E": "ﬂ‘:i”"‘“
E-mail paulthepainter23@msn.com natBoar & Window secu
P P @ Including Garages, Sheds & Gates

Homea Secu HTH' SIJ‘N&\I' Crime Prevention Advice

High Security Anti-Snap Locks Fitted

“ASGOOD AS NEW"
WHY REPLACE YOUR DOOR WHEN WE CAN REPAIR

A Family Run Business with Traditional
RCHARD Skills & Workmanahip For 30 Yaars
For More Help & Advice Contact Stewart

THE L‘*
TEMERS
Laurence Green - 07809 495848

irencegteorenaatamrs o x ..THE LOCKSMITH..

www.theorchardtamers.co.uk

WE FIX FRUIT TREES & MAKE WILDLIFE WELCOME LMA‘L * RELIA'BLE . IHDEPENDEHT
1 garden tree or 10 acres 01905 570999 07871442011
Gardening for wildlife
Help, advice and training FIX{ AN ISSUE BEFORE IT BECOMES A PROBLEM

Great present ideal

WAVW.LOCKSMITHWORCESTERSHIRE.CO.UK
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Wichenford Mole Man
e Call - 07855 674760

*  Problems with Moles in the
garden

*  Professional, Reliable & Discreet

* Traditional methods only used

. . 1
liz/ I < e
Chauffeor Services b
Liz Whittaker - lady chauffeur
Affordable Comfort Travel in Style

Transport solutions for up to eight passengers.
All air and seaport. Wedding and sporting events

Local and National journeys. 07814 006179

For an Affordable
& Reliable Electrican
Choose REWIRED!

 The Power Behind
Ei

Teme Valley....
01886 853 011

B

07421 748 288 1

SADES 7 DAYS
J/AND DRINK
EMYASATAE SUN TPM

LIVE MUSIGEVERY SATURDAY

FOR MORE INFO ON TIMES AND SPECIAL EVENTS
FIND US ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

WWW.SPILSBURYANDJONES.CO.UK
FOR PRIVATE HIRE OF THE WHITE PHEASANT 07966 294032

(| 0

FRINGEM

—{Teme Valley Window Cleaning

We are o Local eco-friendly window cleaning company providing a
professional and reliable service
Frames & Sills cleaned a5 standard

Call Mark 07776 254710

lemevalleywindowcleaningOgmalcom

www.temetriangle.net

* Woadbering & Multfed Sioves

# Showve Spares 8 Repars

# Claws, Roge, Bricks, Eaffes, Oeaner

= (hirnrey Liser Kt & Flue P

= I Drine Lo, Graling an¢ Frelighton

)ES

)
rd
(% STOVES

LIMITED

01886 812452

www.is-stoves.co.uk
Showrgom & Online Shop
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ST KENELM’S NEWS

Friends of St Kenelm’s: Thank you again for the support and hard work of the
Friends who have presented the church with two ramps to replace the old wooden
ones that were broken. It is now much easier to enter the church through the
porch with a pushchair or wheelchair. A reminder, there is a path on the left-hand
side of the church and a gate into the side of the churchyard if you are unable to
use the steps through the Lychgate. Friends have also supplied a new hoover for
the church which is great relief for those helping to keep the church clean and
tidy. Thank you! If you can support their events, please do, as they make a very
valuable and appreciated contribution to St Kenelm’s.

Welly Church: Extracts from Report by Sam Satchell for the Diocese of Worcester
online news: ‘Welly Church is an informal opportunity for people to explore faith
and hear where God is at work through stories, crafts and engagement with the
natural world. The act of worship lasts about half an hour and often involves some
form of treasure hunt around the churchyard, alongside a dramatized bible story,
prayer and a hands-on activity. There is also an opportunity to share refreshments
together at the end of each session.’

Jen Jones, Assistant Curate in the Teme Valley South benefice helps to lead
Welly Church with a small group of volunteers. She said: “We wanted to create
something simple to which we could invite the community, baptism families and
wedding couples as well as build links with the local school. Welly Church aims
to be intergenerational and light touch, while still giving people the opportunity to
hear God’s word and explore faith for themselves. We are currently planning to
run it through the summer months until October but will definitely carry on through
the winter if people want us to.” A mother who brings her daughter to Welly Church
said: “We recently moved into the village, spotted a flyer and came along to see
what it was all about. We’re not regular churchgoers but really enjoyed the first
session so have kept coming. Welly Church is friendly and easy for children to
understand, and it is also entertaining for adults too!” Another parent brought
his 7-year-old twins to Welly Church for the first time. He said: “| was looking for
different things for my son to get involved with. He wasn’t sure about joining in
initially but has really enjoyed it! It is informative and educational and just the right
length. Revd Jen was great with the kids, and I've enjoyed it as much as them!”

Welly Church runs monthly on the fourth Saturday at 4pm. St Kenelm’s Church
are also planning to start a ‘Praise 4 All’ service at 10am on the third Sunday of
each month to which all are welcome.

Volunteers: Help needed with brass cleaning, church cleaning, gardening and
other jobs around the church. Please contact Ruth Wilson. Volunteers are always
very welcome!

Ruth Wilson, Churchwarden
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FUNDRAISER FOR ST. ANDREW'S, SHELSLEY WALSH

As has been tradition for many years now, the annual fundraiser for the
maintenance charity of St. Andrew's Church, Shelsley Walsh took place at the
very sunny Hill Climb Championship Challenge event on Sunday 10 August.

With a slightly depleted volunteer team this year, due to the holiday period,
we took a slightly different approach to our fundraising plan and, with the help
of several card machines, it paid off - we raised an outstanding £824.96! This
money will go towards the maintenance of St. Andrew's, our beautiful Grade 1
listed, 12t century Norman church.

St. Andrew's is the oldest existing building on the hillclimb site and holds regular
services before hillclimb events. It was very clear, talking to event visitors, just
how important the church is to them and hence their willingness to donate to
such a worthy cause.

We are very grateful to the Midland Automobile Club for permitting us to fundraise
once again at this event. Thanks also must go to the wonderful ‘SB Printing’,
for producing 2 splendid signs for us, which definitely assisted our efforts. And
finally, my very sincere thanks go to the wonderful team who worked so hard
to encourage donations - Alyson Cox, Bridget Francis, Helen Froggatt, Karen
Metcalfe, Georgie Sutherland and Alice Timmis. As always, great teamwork!

For more information about giving a regular donation to the church, please
contact Alice Timmis on 07503 210247 or alicetimmis@hotmail.com.
Louise Hutton
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Hair by Jess
07779 621229

Clifton Upon Teme

Instagram page: #hairbyjessmorris

i ust
Domestic_ cleaning :
service in Clifton A\~
on Teme, covering ﬁ
from Bromyard to

Abberley.
E:the_dust_fairy_cleaning@
ouflook.com

- T: 07591 816821
Facebook:@thefairyofthedust

COLIN GRIFFITHS
GRODVORIS CONRATTR

MARTLEY, WORCESTERSHIRE
Main Sewer Connections

| Syl Talks

Foundations to D.P.C

Conmete & Tamatng S
Site Clearance

Foul & Storm Drainage et

TEL 01886 621263 MOB. 07836 772301

BILLS GARDEN GATES
AND TIMBER PROBDUCTS

@ Garden Furniture @ Stermge
W LDg Stores @ Decking
@ Chicken Rung

-« e made toonder kocally from FSC treated o

wntreated terbec Bespoke Bnd recovations also undertaken

mrwvr. Fatehonk comyEdisganengatan

Antigue Mechanical Glock Repadr:
& Restoration

Based in g filly eguipped workshop and serving
Mwwwww

WWW‘Q/M dest, family long
or-mantel clock

Hhen the heartbeat’ pf your home or collection
reGeLres Mmaintenance; refair or restoration;
quote

Brace Soke
07908 S67887
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LEE JAMES
CARPENTRY & JOINERY

ualified and experienced in all aspects of carpentry
O Kilchens suppliod and flsied [0 Roofing
O 1% amd 2 Fix

O Remrations - old & pew

O Ol virskses Arme 0O Plestic faacia & woifite

O Lofi conv

3 0 Duwrs & winsdows
Quality and Sathfactien Guaranteed

For free quete, competitive prices and o
professional service phame:
(D1B86) BI1151
WTTTE 0TIETO

Chimney Sweep

Andy Johnson

= Cerificave izsued
- Weekend/Evening
sweeps avallable
= Traditional brush / Power sweep

01886 BZ1933/7 07798 790913

B2

e e
........... Moo

Do you have a Will? Never
had time to get it written?

Writing your Will and
planning for later
life can feel like a
daunting process...

It doesn’t have to

I'm tephaie
be!

| guide you through the process of
writing your Will and Lasting Powers
of Attorney

Call me to find out more

07966366505

The, - w
Will Writing Group
07966366505 | Info@thewillwritinggroup.co.uk

O
o (o]
N K
Physio In The Sticks

Physiotherapy in your own home

MSK - back neck shoulder hip knee pain
Sports injuries
Neuro - Stroke Parkinsons MS Spinal Cord
Injuries
Older Adult - Joint Surgery Balance & Falls

Let's help you get back to what you enjoy
doing!

Amanda Stephenson
Senior Chartered Physiotherapist
07398 495819
info@physiointhesticks.co.uk
www.physiointhesticks.co.uk

UNIVERSITY ol
WORCESTER

www.temetriangle.net

Ferks
Accountancy Ltd

www.thewillwritinggroup.co.uk

Bookkeeping Services
Personal Tax Returns
VAT Returns

Payraoll

Management Accounts
Year End Accounts
Corporation Tax Returns
Budgeting & Forecasting

Rachel Perks
ACMA CGMA FIAB
Tel: 07484 161382
rachel@perksaccountancy.co.uk
www.perksaccountancy.co.uk

Laugherne Farm House, Martley
Warcestershire, WRE 608
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Church Matters

by Rev Julia Curtis

‘ATime to Rest: Sabbatical Seasons and Fallow Fields’ |

As some of you know, | will soon be stepping away from
ministry for a three month sabbatical, this September |
to the end of November. It's a time for rest, reflection, L
and renewal - a pause not from faith or calling, but \_
from the daily responsibilities of parish life. While I'll

certainly miss worshipping and ministering in these parishes, | know that this
season of stepping back is part of the rhythm of healthy ministry.

Vi

Interestingly, there’s a parallel just down the M5 at one of the most unlikely of
places: Glastonbury Festival. Every few years, the famous music festival takes
a break - a ‘fallow year’. No stages, no soundchecks, no muddy fields filled with
dancing crowds. Instead, the land rests. So do the farmers, the organisers, and
even the local community. After all the energy poured into the event, the fallow
year gives time to recover and prepare for what’s to come.

It's a deeply biblical idea too. In the Old Testament, God commands the land to
be left fallow every seventh year (Leviticus 25). It's not just agricultural wisdom
- it's spiritual wisdom. Rest isn’t a luxury; it's a necessity. Sabbath is woven into
the very fabric of creation. Even Jesus, in the middle of his ministry, withdrew
to quiet places to pray and be refreshed. So, as | enter this time of sabbatical,
| invite you to reflect too. What does ‘rest’ look like in our own lives and that of
our churches? What might be learnt from stepping back for a season - from the
busyness, the noise, the pressure to produce? How can we enable fresh energy
to be released from this place of rest?

This isn’t just about taking a holiday; it's about trusting that God is still at work
even when we aren’t. That seeds planted in faith continue to grow even when
we don’t see them. And that our value isn’t defined by constant activity, but by
being beloved children of God. Do keep me in your prayers during this time, and
let’s also use this season as a gentle reminder that sometimes, stepping aside
is exactly what’'s needed to step forward with fresh strength.

May we all find our own ‘fallow years’ - even if only in small, sacred pauses.

Page 32 www.temetriangle.net



CHURCH SERVICES IN CLIFTON, THE SHELSLEYS AND
LOWER SAPEY (HARPLEY)

September 2025

Sunday 7 September
10.30am: Holy Communion, St Kenelm'’s, Clifton
10.30am: Morning Prayer, St Bartholomew, Harpley

Sunday 14 September
10.30am: Family Communion, All Saints, Shelsley Beauchamp

Wednesday 17 September
10.30am: Holy Communion, St Andrew’s, Shelsley Walsh

Sunday 21 September
10.00am: Praise 4 All, St Kenelm’s, Clifton
6.30pm: Choral Evensong, Led by Severn Voices Choir and Friends of St
Kenelm’s, Light Refreshments at 6.00pm, St Kenelm’s, Clifton

Thursday 25 September
12.45am: Soul Space, Clifton Village Hall, Rowberry Room
Meeting after lunch at Warm Welcome.

Saturday 27 September
4.00pm: Welly Church, St Kenelm’s Clifton

Sunday 28 September
10.30am: Circle Service and Communion, St Bartholomew, Harpley
3pm: Pet Service, St Kenelm’s, Clifton

FRIENDS OF ST KENELM’S
Table Top Sale and coffee morning, Saturday 20 September, 10am — 12 noon
at the Pavilion, Clifton in aid of Clifton Brownies.

Choral Evensong with Severn Singers at St Kenelm’s Church, Sunday 21
September, 6pm. Refreshments available.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SEPTEMBER

4 Clifton Parish Council meeting VH 7.40pm

8 Meet the Committee Members Night, Shelsleys VH 8pm

9 Shelsleys Parish Council meeting, Shelsleys VH 7pm

9 Clifton WI meeting, VH 7.30pm

10 Lion Inn Crib Drive, 7pm

11 Teme Valley Wildlife Group meeting, Stoke Bliss & Kyre VH 7.30pm

12 Quiz Night, Shelsleys VH 7.30pm

13/14 Shelsley Walsh Hill Climb: Harvest Festival

14 Teme Valley Market, Talbot, Knightwick 10.30am-1.30pm

19 WCC Mobile Library: Clifton VH 9.45am/Harpley 10.20am/L. Sapey
10.40am

20 Friends of St Kenelm'’s Table Top Sale, 10am-12noon, Pavilion

21 Choral Evensong with Severn Singers, St Kenelm’s Church 6.30pm
28 Shelsley Walk from Fetterlocks Lane 10.30am
29 Stanford History Group lecture: ‘Anti-Americanism’, Sapey VH, 7.30pm

OCTOBER

4 Royal British Legion Knightwick & District concert, Martley VH

11 Churches Together in the Teme Valley talk, Orleton House 10am-
12.30pm

12 Shelsley Harvest Service and Supper, 5pm All Saints for 6pm in VH

14 Clifton WI meeting, VH 7.30pm

17 WCC Mobile Library: Clifton VH 9.45am/Harpley 10.20am/L. Sapey
10.40am

18 Big Breakfast in aid of Ali Francis, Clifton VH 9am or 11am

CHURCH CONTACTS
Oversight Minister: Rev Julia Curtis 01886 853286 revjuliacurtis@gmail.com

Christenings, Weddings, Funerals: Rev Jen Denniston 07783 432017
jendenniston@gmail.com

Jill Smith 01886 853311 Pat Snelling (Clifton) 01886 812443

All Saints, Shelsley Beauchamp / St Andrew’s, Shelsley Walsh Church Wardens:

Holly Perks 01886 812369 hollyperks@me.com

St Kenelm’s, Clifton:
Ruth Wilson (Church Warden, incl. Warm Space)  ruth.wilson38@btinternet.com
Jackie Gilbert

St Bartholomew’s, Lower Sapey (Harpley) Church Wardens:

| |
1 1
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| |
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| |
| |
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: Kate Hurst 01886 812184 kathrynhurst@btopenworld.com :
| |
| |
1 1
| |
1 1
1 1
1 David Richards / Liz Younge lowersapeychurchwarden@gmail.com I
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PLANTS STOLEN FROM CLIFTON WILDFLOWER GARDEN
Two of the flowering plants in the '
newly created wildlife garden in
the Clifton Recreation area have

been dug up and stolen. :

Parish councillor Lyn Merrick, who [
planted the specially selected
flowers — a Balkan Clary (Salvia
nemerosa Caradonna) and a
Stonecrop (Sedum Herbstfreude)
— said she was saddened to !
discover that the plants had been F&%
taken: “Whoever stole them made [§

no attempt to hide the fact, even §#
leaving holes where they had @
been dug up.”

1@ *q Sunday 12 October 2025 4,;‘ (&
m.mn * Service at All Saints Church, 5pm
(nmf : s e

% %‘-‘ fn"“m bY &nﬂ-’"

' Supper at The Village Hall, 6pm

Tickets for the supper are €15 per person, €10 under 16's and under 5's free.

Tickets inchude a glass of wine and 2 course meal
(please feel free to bring any additional drinks that you may like).

(Please do advise of any dietary requirements when you purchase your tickets)

Please contact Louize Hutten on 07803 614 O7E or Carcle Warren on 07891 8561 490 for
further details and tickets,
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G HERBERT

BANKS

Estate & Letting Agents Land & Estate Management

Landlord & Tenant Megotiations Planning Consultants

Auctioneers Rural Consultancy 5e

Chartered Surveyors Professional Services

RICS Registered Valuers AMC Finance

Charterad Surveyors & Estate Agents
01200 896 968 | gherbertbanks.couk
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